




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Low elevations where soils are deep, not rocky, and dominated by grasses
Not a true grassland because still have some canopy cover
Boynton Pass Road near Bear Mountain and Doe Mtn.
Mesquite/acacia/juniper encroachment 
fire suppression
overgrazing
competition between junipers and grasses for water 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cool season species and other ice cream plants decline while weedy and unpalatable plants (snakeweed, shrubs, creosote bush, mesquite) increased.  Since settlement plants preferred by sheep and cattle, such as winterfat and ricegrass have disappeared entirely from pollen profiles, whereas plants associated with overgrazing , which were not recorded in pollen profiles before settlement, are now present.    




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is not natural!  
Much like juniper is encroaching into grasslands, so is acacia and mesquite (which are spread by cattle) 
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Red Line = 
Historic Range 
in Verde Valley 
 
 
Green Area = 
Current Range 
in Verde Valley 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fragmentation has restricted antelope to 1/10th of their historic range

Fragmentation has affected those (jaguar & beaver) that move up and down riparian areas where entire riparian areas have dried up (Gila River)
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