
The Forest Service 
Outfitter/Guide 

Program  



What is a special use permit? 

It allows commercial 
companies to provide a 
wide variety of activities 
on the National Forest 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The special use permit is the mechanism for screening requests for outfitter/guide permits, and for authorizing o/g uses.  It allows us to say where such use can occur and in what levels.  



Why do I need a permit? 

To ensure safe, quality experiences 
 for the public 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A permit allows us to screen applicants for quality and qualifications – to make sure they are good operators.  It allows us to ensure that the experiences provided are safe.



Why do I need a permit? 

To protect natural resources 
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Presentation Notes
Permits also allow us to protect natural resources.  We can authorize use in a way that minimizes damage – such as not allowing use on roads during wet weather, or limiting group sizes.  



Outfitter/Guides & Forest Service  
= A Partnership! 
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Presentation Notes
Outfitter/Guides provide services and information to the public, which help the forest service in some of its goals.  O/G’s and the FS can work together to address the needs of the public and to address resource concerns, like erosion.  The money generated from permit fees goes back into the program.  



Outfitter/Guide Responsibilities 

• Report illegal operators 

•  Have your permit with you in the 
   field 

• Understand what your permit 
  authorizes 

• Record your use as you go 
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Presentation Notes
What are your responsibilities as a guide?
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