
South Kawishiwi 
Birch Lake 

SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST            KAWISHIWI RANGER DISTRICT           ELY, MN  

Campgrounds  

Locations 

South Kawishiwi Campground is located 10.3 
miles south of Ely off of State Highway 1. 

Birch Lake Campground is located about 13 
miles southeast of Ely.  Follow State Highway 1 
for 8 miles to Forest Road 429.  Turn right on 
Forest Road 429, continue for 4 miles on gravel 
road to campground entrance.  Turn left and 
continue one mile to the campground. 

Description  

South Kawishiwi Campground offers 
a variety of opportunities for campers including: fishing, hiking, mountain biking, canoeing, 
boating, and bird watching.  Some campsites will accommodate larger recreational vehicles.  
Sites sit well above the river.  Campground access roads are gravel. 
The historic log pavilion was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1933.  It is 
available for summertime rentals.  Contact the reservation service. 
The Kawishiwi River provides access to Birch Lake to the south and the Boundary Waters Ca-
noe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) to the north.  No motors are allowed in this part of the 
BWCAW and self-issue day permits are required and are available on site, at Forest Service 
Offices, or BWCAW entry points. 

Features for South 
Kawishiwi 

 31 Campsites, back-in only 

 Picnic area, Swimming beach 

 Drinking water 

 Shallow boat landing 

 One-mile hiking trail 

 Historic log pavilion 

 Campground host (summer) 

 Accessible campsites 2,6,8 
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Birch Lake 
South Kawishiwi 

Description  

Birch Lake Campground is especially popular 
with people who enjoy fishing.  The camp-

ground location provides a re-
mote, quiet atmosphere.  
Some of the campsites will 
accommodate larger recrea-
tional vehicles.  Most sites al-
low you to pull your boat 
right up to the site.  Camp-
ground access roads are 
gravel. 
Birch Lake is a 5,628-acre 
reservoir which flows north to 
White Iron, Fall and Bass-
wood Lakes and eventually to 
Hudson Bay, Canada.  Birch 
Lake is a popular fishing lake 
for walleye, northern pike, 
small mouth bass, bluegill and 
crappie.  The lake reaches 25 
feet deep but also has very 
shallow, rocky bays with ir-
regular shoreline.  There are 
no horsepower limitations and 
large boats can be used, but 
boaters should be aware of 
shallow areas.  Boat ramps are 

available at Birch Lake Campground, City of 
Babbitt, and Kramer Point at the southwest end 
of the lake. 
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The USDA Forest Service is an equal 
opportunity service provider. 

Features for Birch Lake 

 30 Campsites, back-in only 

 Picnic tables 

 Fire grates 

 Tent pads 

 Drinking water 

 Campground host (summer) 

 Accessible campsites 1,3,6 

SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST            KAWISHIWI RANGER DISTRICT ELY, MN 

Campgrounds  

For more information contact: 
Concessionaire 218-235-1299 

or 
Kawishiwi Ranger District 

1393 Hwy. 169 
Ely, MN  55731 
218-365-7600 

kawishiwi@fs.fed.us 
on the web at:  www.fs.fed.us/r9/superior 

RESERVATIONS 
for Camping and Pavilion 

NATIONAL RECREATION RESERVATION SERVICE 
       Toll-free 1-877-444-6777 

TDD 1-877-833-6777 
INTL:  518-885-3639 
www.recreation.gov 
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