
Indicators of Grazing Intensity: 
 

Light Grazing Intensity: 
• Approximately equal to a maximum of 20% Utilization (grazing and trampling) 

of forage standing crop (current and previous years’ growth) at the end of the 
growing season (November 15). 

• The range appears practically undisturbed.  Only good forage plants and areas 
show use.   

• Areas greater than 1 mile from water show little use. 
• There is no evidence of livestock trailing to forage. 
• Good forage plants have abundant seed stalks (80% or more of stalks remain). 
• Good forage plants are topped or slightly used.   
• Young plants are little disturbed. 
• No use of poor forage plants. 
 

Conservative Grazing Intensity: 
• Approximately equal to a maximum of 40% Utilization (grazing and trampling) 

of forage standing crop (current and previous years’ growth) at the end of the 
growing season (November 15). 

• Rangeland may be topped, skimmed, or grazed in patches. 
• Areas greater than 1 mile from water show little use. 
• There is no evidence of livestock trailing to forage. 
• Good forage plants have abundant seed stalks (60-80% of stalks remain). 
• 1/3 to ½ of good forage plants have been grazed in key areas. 
• Most young plants are not damaged. 
• Poor forage plants are not grazed at all. 

 
Moderate Grazing Intensity: 

• Approximately equal to a maximum of 50% Utilization (grazing and trampling) 
of forage standing crop (current and previous years’ growth) at the end of the 
growing season (November 15). 

• Most of the accessible range shows some use. 
• Areas between 1 mile to 1 ½ miles from water show some use. 
• There is little evidence of livestock trailing to forage. 
• Good forage plants have some seed stalks left (15-25% of stalks remain). 
• About ½ to 2/3 of the good forage plants show some use. 
• Some young plants show damage. 
• Less than 10% of the poor forage plants are utilized. 

Heavy Grazing Intensity: 
• Approximately equal to a maximum of 60% Utilization (grazing and trampling) 

of forage standing crop (current and previous years’ growth) at the end of the 
growing season (November 15). 

• All of accessible range shows use. 
• Grazing is noticeable in areas greater than 1.5 miles from water. 
• There is evidence of livestock trailing to forage. 
• Good forage plants don’t have any seed stalks left. 



• All the good forage plants are used. 
• Many young plants show damage. 
• 10-50% of the poor forage plants are utilized. 

 
Severe Grazing Intensity: 

• Greater than 60% Utilization (grazing and trampling) of forage standing crop 
(current and previous years’ growth) at the end of the growing season (November 
15). 

• The rangeland has the appearance of complete search.  It has a clipped or mown 
appearance (not much stubble height) and there are indicators of repeated 
coverage.  In extreme cases, the remaining stubble of good forage grasses is 
grazed to the soil surface. 

• Areas greater than 1.5 miles from water have little to no stubble height. 
• Livestock trails to forage are very common. 
• There is no evidence of reproduction or current seed stalks on any herbaceous 

species (good, fair, or poor forage plants).  Shoots of rhizomatous grasses are 
missing. 

• All herbaceous species are almost completely utilized.  Shrubs are severely 
hedged. 

• All young plants show damage or they are missing. 
• More than 50% of the poor forage plants are utilized. 

 
 
 


