
 
 
 
 
February 14, 2012 
 
Mr. Willy Kostka 
Micronesian Conservation Trust 
PO Box 2177 
Kolonia Pohnpei FM 96941 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kostka, 

 
This letter authorizes the Micronesia Conservation Trust (MCT) to use records of The Nature 
Conservancy expenditures and in-kind match for the purpose of meeting “matching requirements” for a 
cooperative agreement between MCT and the USDA Forest Service for the Professional Internships in 
Pacific [Terrestrial] Island Ecosystem Management (PIPTIEM). 
 
We plan to make the following expenditures in support of the Professional Internships program (see 
match table). We will provide summary statements to MCT on a semi-annual basis documenting actual 
matching expenditures. MCT will use this information in its financial statements and requests for 
reimbursal submitted to the Forest Service. (Any original financial documents containing confidential 
information (such as payroll records) will not be provided to MCT but will be retained on file by The 
Nature Conservancy in case of an audit. These funds are not from US federal sources, and are not shown 
as match to other US federal grants. 
 
We request that a copy of the final, signed cooperative agreement between the MCT and the Forest 
Service be provided to us for our records, along with specific instructions for timing and information to be 
included in summary statements. Please be advised that TNC reserves the right to cease providing match 
under this letter upon 90 days written notice.  
 
Awards of federal financial assistance of this kind are subject to Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Circular A-102, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements 
with State and Local Governments, as implemented by U.S. Department of Agriculture Regulation 7 CFR 
3016; OMB Circular A-47, Cost Principles for State and Local Governments; and OMB Circular A-133, 
Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. These regulations allow the use of 
similar expenditures from a third party to meet match requirements in the grants, either by themselves or 
in combination with expenditures or in-kind matching contributions from the grant recipient. 
 
Sincerely, 
[actual signature] 
William Raynor 
Micronesia Program Director 

Micronesia Program, P.O. Box 216, Pohnpei, FSM 96941 
Tel: (691) 320-4267, Fax: (691) 320-7422 



 
This matching funding covers the following roles, objectives & activities for The Nature Conservancy, with respect 
to the MCT cooperative agreement. 
 

1. Ongoing work on larger context of focus projects. TNC mentors continue active work and/or be 
available for consultation concerning the larger projects within which the focus projects will occur. 

Palau: TNC staff will have largely completed community organization and priority-setting on 
Babeldaob, but any continued work on the Babeldaob Watershed Alliance that may take place, that is 
supportive of the interns’ projects, may be reported as match. TNC staff will assist Professional Interns 
in planning their focus project to capitalize on the completed work.  
Kosrae: TNC staff will continue to provide facilitation, legal and technical support to developing 
interagency consensus for and terms of a conservation easement on YELA owned land.  

2. Training interns. TNC mentors, along with FS mentors, will support interns’ supervisors in planning 
professional development for all interns from that island, and develop environmental leadership skills and 
skills for project implementation; not only interns but also supervisors, partners and professionals from 
home & neighboring islands with similar projects / training needs will be invited, as funding and activities 
permit. As training needs are identified, along with associated costs for travel or trainers, mentors will help 
interns prioritize and prepare requests for funding and/or trainers, and identify resources from MCT or 
elsewhere. A dedicated budget for these requests is held by MCT under another cooperative agreement 
($12,000 total for Palau, Kosrae and Pohnpei). 

3. Advising interns. TNC mentors along with FS mentors will provide support to the YELA interns with 
project planning and implementation of the focus project. TNC mentors and FS mentors will help the 
YELA intern develop and begin implementation of a management plan to enhance forest value for 
biodiversity, water quality, and possibly sustained production of wood products for local consumption. 
TNC mentors, along with FS mentors, will assist interns in preparing at least one budget and plan for each 
focus project. A dedicated budget for these requests ($10,000 per focus project) is held by MCT under 
another cooperative agreement, to be released when mentors and supervisors approve the plans.  

4. Communications. TNC mentors will, as much as possible, participate in monthly videoconferences linking 
interns with Forest Service mentors, UH and other resource people. 

5. Final conference. At least one TNC mentor will attend the final plenary conference in June 2010. 
6. Reporting. TNC will report on activities and accomplishments (on a semi-annual basis) to UH and the 

Palau and FSM Foresters for their reports to the Forest Service, with advice from IPIF.  
 
Match Table FY10 (July 2009-June 2010): 
 

Cost item Federal object 
class code 

Local 
accounting 
code /notes 

Total match 

Dr. Sean Austin, Regional Terrestrial Conservation 
Coordinator, (Kosrae + Palau) 

Salary  $x 

 Fringe  $x 
Additional TNC staff working on larger Kosrae project  
including Bill Raynor (Director, Micronesia Program), Jeff 
Benz (Attorney Asia/Pacific Division), Mike Conner (Project 
Director, Real Estate) 

Salary  $x 

 Fringe  $x 
Airfare, per diem, rental cars for TNC mentors visiting 
Kosrae: estimated 2 trips California-Kosrae @ $4500, 3 trips 
Palau-Kosrae @ $3000, 2 trips Pohnpei-Kosrae @ $1000 

Travel  2000 

TNC attendance of final plenary session, estimated 1 trip 
Palau-Kosrae @ $3000 

Travel  3000 

TOTAL   $XXXX 
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