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Invasive Weeds

Did you know that the first day of

spring is March 20th!!! My ques-

tion is did we have a winter, if so |

missed it! Along with warmer weather comes new
growth, which is a good time for me to talk about
invasive weeds! Did you know that the Bureau of
Land Management estimates that noxious weeds
are invading 5,000 acres per day of public land in
the western United States! That’s a lot!

Some examples of noxious weeds are; Diffuse
Knapweed, Dalamation Toadflax, Camelthorn,
Mediterranean Sage, Scotch Thistle, Leafy
Spurge, Russian Olive, Siberian elm and Saltce-
dar. These are just a few of many other species.

Weeds spread like wildfire, fast and furiously!
Wind spreads seeds wherever it blows. Animals
and birds transport seeds far and wide. Vehicles
carry seeds and distribute them wherever they
travel. Another persistent and very reliable
spreader of weeds is water.

What should you do to help control these invasive

weeds.

« Initiate mechanical, biological, cultural and/or
chemical control.

o Pull small weed populations before they’ve
flowered.

We have several free brochures on noxious weeds,

please feel free to stop by Blue Ridge Ranger Sta-

tion and pick some up.

Will we have another active
Wildfire season?

I just returned from an Incident Management

Team Wildfire meeting in Prescott, and one of our

key note speakers was from Predictive Services at the Southwest
Coordination Center in our Regional office in Albuquerque, NM.
Here is some of what was said for the 2012 fire season.

Due to the absence of wet weather in our state this winter, fire
experts are predicting that we will have as active a fire season as
we had last year. Plan to see large fires, with the potential of
these fires getting larger fast.

Some projections are calling for a warmer monsoon season, pos-
sibly as much as 5 degrees or more. The monsoon season predic-
tions for the summer of 2012 will be dry in New Mexico and
parts of eastern Arizona, and wetter in the western and central
part of Arizona.

But when it comes to another potentially active wildfire season,
the Forest Service says “do not panic just yet”. People should be
aware of our fire conditions. Worrying doesn’t benefit anybody a
whole lot, but they should be aware,” said Helen Graham with
the Tonto National Forest.

Just remember to be firewise, clean up your lots, and be ex-
tremely careful with hot ashes, smoking, when you barbecue, or
anything that involves fire or sparks.

We will be having a public meeting at the Starlight Pines Com-
munity Center on Saturday, May 12, 2012 at 1:00 pm. | will be
sending out a flyer to those that are on my email list. If you are
interested in receiving this, email me at jgilbertson@fs.fed.us.




Public Announcement ! !

On Saturday, May 12, 2012 the Mogollon Rim Ranger District will have a

meeting regarding the 2012 fire season. We will also be discussing our pre-

scribed fire program, and other topics of interest regarding fire. Please come
to the Starlight Pines Community Center at 1:00 pm, for the fire meeting.

Immediately following the fire meeting we will have another open house regarding the
Travel Management Rule. There will be several forest service representatives that are very

knowledgeable in Travel Management to answer your questions.

We have chosen to have the meeting on a Saturday so more of the residents in the Happy
Jack area will be able to attend. Mark your calendars and bring your questions.

See you there!

News about Travel Management

Update—On February 1, 2012 the Regional

Forester affirmed decision on the Coconino

National Forest Travel Management Environ-

mental Impact Statement, this means it made it

successfully through the appeal process. As

you read this we are working to get the Motor Vehicle Use Map
designed and printed. The map is expected to go to the printers in
March and then be available to all forest offices and you in April.
We should have an exact date once the map passes through the
Regional Office review process and is submitted to the printer. In
April when the map is available we will then begin to implement
it.

Maps available for your iPad or iPhone- If you go to the follow-
ing link this is what you will find:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/landmanagement/
Projects/?cid+fsbdev3 054796
Maps and apps that work on your smartphone! The Avenza
PDF Maps app (free at the iTunes App Store) will work with a
GPS-enabled GeoPDF or GeoTiff of the file below so you can
navigate the approved roads on your iPad or iPhone. There are
similar apps for Android devices in development, and some that
have recently been released such as OruxMaps. NOTE: This
map is not the approved MVVUM. We will post the data for
Garmin GPS devices once the MVUM has been submitted for
publishing. This is good news!

CLOSED
Forest Roads

Most of our forest
roads are still closed
due to snow pack and
very muddy condi-
tions. Once the snow
begins to melt and the
muddy conditions
cease, we will re-open
them as we can. These
roads are NOT closed
due to the Travel
Management Rule. Be
patient, warmer tem-
peratures are on the
horizon! We will keep
you informed as they
open.

uUntil next
month,
Happy
Spring and
Happy Saint
Patrick’s Day!
Jean Gilbertson
Editor
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