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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call or write the appropriate District headquarters for 
information regarding recreation facilities or other for-
est information.

Forest Supervisor
Caribou-Targhee National Forests

Headquarters
1405 Hollipark Drive

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83403
(208) 524-7500

	
Forest Supervisor

Caribou-Targhee National Forests
499 N. 2400 E.

St. Anthony, Idaho 83445
(208) 624-3151

Ashton-Island Park Ranger District
46 Highway 20

Ashton, ID 83420
(208) 652-7442

3726 Highway 20
Island Park, ID 83429

(208) 558-7301

www.fs.fed.us/r4/caribou-targhee
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Topographic maps are available from:
Mail:       USGS Information Services
               Box 25286
               Denver Federal Center
               Denver, CO  80225
FAX:       (303) 202-4188
Email:     infoservices@usgs.gov
Internet:  http://store.usgs.gov
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This map describes winter travel opportunities during the SNOW SEASON.  It takes effect when local 
conditions prevent travel on roads and trails by wheeled vehicles. If wheeled or snow-machine vehicles 
cause unacceptable impacts to forest resources, a Special Order may be issued to eliminate the conflict. 

Where winter trail grooming has begun on winter-designated routes, wheeled vehicles will be restricted 
to plowed routes. Cross-country snow-machine travel is permitted from the beginning of the snow season 
through June 1, except where specifically prohibited by Management Prescription. The beginning date of 
the “SNOW SEASON” will be declared by the District Ranger.

Additional closures or restrictions may be made at any time for resource protection or public safety. To 
avoid inconvenience, visitors are encouraged to contact local Ranger District offices for current travel 
information.

The definition of unacceptable impacts means “rutting of the road, trail, or other surfaces by any type of 
vehicle traveling during wet or muddy conditions, damaging any type of fish or wildlife habitat, or harassing 
any wildlife.” Rutting causes deterioration of road surfaces, increases road maintenance costs, aids soil 
erosion, and can reduce water quality.

The area is endowed with plenty of snow, outstanding scenery and hundreds of miles of groomed and 

EMERGENCY PHONE 
NUMBERS

TO REPORT A FOREST FIRE

Caribou-Targhee National Forests:  
(208) 524-7600 OR 1-800-438-8160

 
SHERIFF

Clark County, ID: (208) 374-5403 
Butte County, ID: (208) 527-8553

Fremont County, ID: (208) 624-4482
Lemhi County, ID: (208) 756-4201

Madison County, ID: (208) 359-3000
Bonneville County, ID: (208) 529-1310

Teton County, ID: (208) 354-2323
Lincoln County, WY: (307) 886-5231

Teton County, WY:(307) 733-2331

AVALANCHE SAFETY
Avalanche danger should be taken seriously because they 
seldom leave survivors. The best way to avoid an avalanche 
is to be knowledgeable of avalanche conditions, and 
reroute your trip to avoid them. Avalanches are triggered 
by a variety of slope, snow, and weather conditions; 
many times they are triggered by human activities. Slope 
conditions to watch out for include steep slopes or smooth, 
open slopes, and slopes that show avalanche activity. Short 
slopes can be as dangerous as long ones. Leeward slopes 
are dangerous because wind-deposited snow adds depth 
and may create unstable slabs of snow.

Avoid avalanches by staying away from mountainous 
terrain after heavy snowfall or prolonged periods of high 
wind. Avoid crossing steep side hills or entering narrow, 
steeply sided canyons. The safest routes are on ridgetops 
and the windward side, away from cornices. The next saf-
est route is out in the valley, far from the bottom of a slope. 

AVALANCHE SURVIVAL
If you are caught in an avalanche:

Call out so other members of your party can track your •	
location.
Discard all equipment and get away from your snowmo-•	
bile or discard all ski equipment.
Make swimming motions and try to stay on top; work •	
your way to the side of the avalanche.
As you feel the avalanche slow, try to thrust your hand or •	
any other part of your body above the surface.
Before the snow settles, slip your arm in front of your •	
face to clear an air space.
Try not to panic; you need to preserve oxygen.•	

If you are a survivor, you are a victim’s best hope of sur-
vival:

Mark the place where you last saw the victim and keep •	
your eyes fixed on the moving mass of snow in which he 
is trapped.
Search for the victim directly down-slope from the last •	
sighted area when the snow stops moving. Use a ski pole 
or stick to probe the snow.
If alone, continue to search for the victim, you are their •	
only means of survival; after 30 minutes, the victim has 
only a 50 percent chance of survival.
If the victim is found, treat for hypothermia, suffocation, •	
and shock.

AVALANCHES

Idaho and Wyoming State law prohibits the use of snowmobiles on public and National Forest roads which are plowed and 
maintained for use by four-wheeled vehicles.

OBEY THE LAWS AND REGULATIONS
PURCHASE SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATIONS. State law requires snowmobile registrations on all snowmobiles. Registra-
tions are available at local vendors. Off-trail travel can be hazardous due to barbed wire fences, creek crossings, and rocks. 
Know and respect Wilderness boundaries and regulations as well as private property boundaries.

BE COURTEOUS AND RESPECTFUL OF OTHERS
Winter trails are used by a wide range of visitors. Be considerate of these visitors.  Not only will this help ensure a tranquil, 
safe environment to enjoy the Forest, it also helps protect natural resources. Here’s how you can do your part:

Be friendly and tolerant of other forms of recreation. Communicate, don’t confront. Be an ambassador for 		 •	
your own user group.
Take the time to find out about other user’s needs.•	
Consider others when parking. Don’t block turn-around or trail accesses.•	

RESPECT OUR NATURAL RESOURCES
Do not snowmobile over the tops of small trees. This damages the growing portion of the tree.•	
Wildlife is important to everyone. Respect winter range closures. Always give wildlife space.•	
Help preserve the beauty of the area by remembering to pack out everything you bring in.•	

marked trails.  Snowmobile trails are groomed on a regular basis 
by trail groomers operated by the counties.  Cross-country ski 
trails are maintained by the District and Harriman State Park.  
Cross-country ski trails are closed to snowmobile use.  Park ‘N’ 
Ski permits are required at parking areas with groomed cross-
country ski trails.  Snowmobile trail routes and roads that are 
plowed are subject to change at any time.  Please obtain a current 
year map for the most up-to-date information.  Information 
on trail conditions or winter recreation opportunities can be 
obtained from local National Forest Service Offices.

HOW TO USE THIS MAP
The following matrices were created to assist the Forest visitor by identifying “WINTER CROSS-COUNTRY USE” areas 
and “WINTER DESIGNATED ROUTES” where motorized and non-motorized use can take place. 
 
To use this map, first refer to the matrix titled “WINTER CROSS-COUNTRY USE.” This matrix shows those areas – indi-
cated by a letter (A, B, C, etc.) – which are open, restricted, or closed to motorized vehicles and/or non-motorized uses off 
roads and trails. Then go to the “WINTER DESIGNATED ROUTES” matrix. 

The “WINTER DESIGNATED ROUTES” matrix shows by symbol which “routes” are open, restricted, or closed to motor-
ized and/or non-motorized uses.

WINTER CROSS-COUNTRY USE
(Opportunities and Restrictions Off Designated Routes)

(FÈ . JLMÀ 
AREA 

REFERENCE 
LETTER NON-MOTORIZED USES

OVER-SNOW
MOTORIZED VEHICLES

WHEELED MOTORIZED 
VEHICLES PURPOSE OF REGULATION

A OPEN CLOSED
Except on designated routes CLOSED

To protect wilderness or 
wildlife in winter ranges and 

cross-country ski areas

C OPEN OPEN
Thanksgiving Day to June 1 CLOSED To protect wildlife going to 

and from winter ranges

F OPEN OPEN
January 1 to April 30 CLOSED To protect wildlife going to and 

from winter ranges

WINTER DESIGNATED ROUTES
(Opportunities and Restrictions)

(FÈ . JLMÀ 

DESIGNATED
ROUTE NON-MOTORIZED USES

OVER-SNOW
MOTORIZED VEHICLES

WHEELED MOTORIZED 
VEHICLES PURPOSE OF REGULATION

OPEN
To cross-country skiing only CLOSED CLOSED Cross-country ski routes

OPEN PERMITTED
Unless plowed CLOSED

Designated winter travel route
(may or may not be groomed 

for snowmobiles)

BIG GAME WINTER 
RANGE – CLOSED TO

ALL TRAVEL

AREA RESTRICTION

CROSS-COUNTRY
SNOWMOBILE TRAVEL
WITH RESTRICTIONS

WINTER
TRAVEL
ROUTE

WINTER RANGE
TRAVEL ON

DESIGNATED ROUTES

You may notice an orange diamond 
marker on some roads and trails. 
These indicate a marked snowmobile 
route and nothing else.

These are the types of signs you may 
encounter – but are not all inclusive.

The boundary of 
Travel Restricted 
Areas may be 
marked as shown 
to the right; also 
refer to the “Winter 
Designated Routes” 
and “Winter 
Cross-Country 
Use” matrixes for 
restrictions.

NATIONAL
FOREST
W
I
L
D
E
R
N
E
S
S

BOUNDARY

CLOSED TO 
MOTOR VEHICLES

MOTORIZED
EQUIPMENT

BICYCLES AND
HANG GLIDERS

VIOLATIONS
PUNISHABLE

National Forest
WILDERNESS
CLOSED TO MOTOR VEHICLES
AND MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT

Area behind this sign is managed
and protected under Public Law

(16 U.S.C. 551, 16 U.S.C. 1131-1136)

VIOLATIONS
PUNISHABLE

45 MPH speed limit 
on all designated 
trails shown on 

this map.

SPEED 
L IMIT

45

SEE REVERSE 
SIDE OF THIS 

MAP FOR 
SUMMER 

RECREATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

SNOW SAFETY
Operate at safe speeds.•	
Carry an avalanche transceiver and shovel.•	
Keep to the right on trails.•	
Leave trip plans with friends or relatives.•	
Check weather forecast.•	
Adequately dress for the conditions.•	
Stay off plowed roads while snowmobiling.•	
Beware of hazards along trails, including fences, downed •	
trees, cattle guards, plowed roads, and large animals such 
as moose and elk.

BACKCOUNTRY USERS

Check backcountry avalanche and weather conditions 
before you leave. Call the following avalanche hazard and 
weather forecast centers for information: 
 
  Bridger-Teton National Forest
  24-hour report at (307) 733-2664
    www.jhavalanche.org

  Gallatin National Forest (for Lionshead area only)
  (406) 587-6981 in Bozeman
  (406) 646-7912 in West Yellowstone
    www.mtavalanche.org
     
Call (307) 739-2759 to report any observed avalanche 
activity.  Links to other avalanche sites can be found at: 
www.avalanche.org

Backcountry travel requires special preparation and pre-
cautions. Plan your route of travel and schedule. Let some-
one know your plans. At least one member of the party 
should have had first aid training. Be prepared to turn back 
if severe problems are encountered. Certain hazards can be 
encountered while traveling in the backcountry.

Hypothermia is a real danger on the Ranger District.  •	
Sudden changes in weather are common on the Forest 
and can cause hypothermia.  Recreationists should pre-
pare for all types of weather.
Water in some streams and lakes may be contaminated •	
with giardia or bacteria that can make you sick. To avoid 
problems, boil the water before you drink it or carry 
water with you.
Avalanches often occur on the Forest during winter and •	
spring. Snowmobilers and cross-country skiers should 
avoid likely avalanche areas and should check current 
weather and avalanche information before heading out.
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TARGHEE NATIONAL FOREST
IDAHO AND WYOMING

LEGEND

Forest Headquarters

Ranger District Office

Other Forest Service Facility

Recreation Site

Trailhead

Point of Interest

Horizontal Control Station

Located or Landmark Object

Mine, Quarry or Borrow Pit

Mine Shaft or Cave

Spring

House, Cabin or other Building

School, Church

Power Transmission Line

Public lands are subject to change and leasing,
Local inquiry should be made before entering.

Big Game Management Unit Boundary
Big Game Unit boundary locations as shown on this map
are approximate at the time of printing. Consult state big 
game hunting regulations for official boudarylocations

Locked Gate

Seasonal Gate

Barricade

1 0 1 2 3 4 50.5 Kilometers

1 0 1 2 3 4 50.5 Miles

Scale 1:126,720 

National Forest Boundary

Ranger District Boundary

State Boundary

County Boundary

Special Area Boundary

Highway

Paved Road
Suitable for Passenger Cars

Gravel Road
Suitable for Passenger Cars

Dirt Road
Suitable for Passenger Cars

Road Not Maintained
for Passenger Cars

 Trail

Interstate

U.S.

State

County

National Forest Primary Road,
Suitable for Passenger Cars

National Forest Secondary Road,
Suitable for Passenger Cars

National Forest Road, Suitable
for High Clearance Vehicles

National Forest Trail Number

Surface 
conditions
are subject 
to change, 
make local 
inquiry

18

1202

1206

1202

22

National Historic or 
RecreationTrail

Continental Divide National Scenic Trail

Great Western Trail
All Surveys - Reliable, Approximate, Doubtful or Other
Township or Range Line Section Line

Township or Range Line Section Line
Bureau of Land Management or Forest Service Protraction

 BOISE AND SIXTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIANS 
TOWNSHIP AND SECTION LINE CLASSIFICATION

Wildlife Area Boundary

Winter Designated Routes

Winter Designated Areas

Nez Perce National Historic Trail

Mesa Falls Scenic Byway

National Park Service Land

15

40

29

NORDIC TRAIL INFORMATION
FALL RIVER RIDGE TRAIL SYSTEM
Located at the Forest boundary approximately 12 miles east of Ashton. The trail system includes 
loops of various lengths from two to six miles and has terrain for all types of skier abilities. This 
trailhead requires a Park-N-Ski permit.

BRIMSTONE TRAIL SYSTEM
The trailhead is near Ponds Lodge. This system is composed of four main loops. The terrain 
varies from gentle easy grades along the Buffalo River to downhill runs through groves of trees 
in the Thurmon Ridge area. Scenic views of the river, Box Canyon along the Henry’s Fork, and 
Island Park Reservoir can be seen on the 9.0 miles of trails. This trailhead requires a Park-N-Ski 
permit.

BUFFALO TRAIL
The trail begins at the Island Park Ranger Station. This trail winds eastward on the south bank of 
the Buffalo River to Toms Creek. It then leaves the river and goes west through lodgepole pine 
forests back to the ranger station. It is 2.6 miles long and offers views of the river and associated 
wildlife. This trailhead requires a Park-N-Ski permit.

BEAR GULCH - MESA FALLS TRAIL
The trail begins and ends at the Bear Gulch Trailhead. It is a six-mile loop following relatively 
flat terrain. The trail follows the rim of the canyon for about three miles and overlooks 
the Henry’s Fork of the Snake River. At Grandview Overlook (with breathtaking views of 
Lower Mesa Falls) the trail swings back along the Mesa Falls Scenic Byway (trail shared with 
snowmobiles) to the trailhead. At Grandview Overlook a spur trail about two miles long goes 
to Upper Mesa Falls (also along the Scenic Byway) and along the same route. This trailhead 
requires a Park-N-Ski permit.

HARRIMAN STATE PARK TRAIL SYSTEM
Ski trails begin at the park’s headquarters building and extend 20 miles into the Harriman 
Wildlife Refuge. Seven loops of various levels of difficultly are marked with blue diamonds. The 
Harriman-Brimstone Trail is 12 miles long (one way) and goes to the Brimstone Trailhead near 
Ponds Lodge.  This trailhead requires a Park-N-Ski permit.  You will need to purchase a pass 
from Harriman State Park to use their trails.

A WORD ABOUT WILDERNESS
Congress established the Jedediah Smith Wilderness (123,451 acres) and the Winegar 
Hole Wilderness (10,715 acres) on October 30, 1984.  Congressionally established 
wilderness is to be devoted to “public purposes of recreational, scenic, scientific, 
educational, conservation, and historic use”.  Wilderness provides opportunities for a 
primitive type of recreation that includes hiking, horseback riding, photography, fish-
ing, hunting, sightseeing, no trace camping, cross-country skiing and other activities 
consistent with the area’s wilderness character.  

Mechanical transport and motorized equipment such as motorcycles, snowmobiles, 
mountain bikes, chainsaws or game carriers are NOT permitted in wilderness areas, 
unless authorized under special conditions, such as emergencies.  Wheelchairs are 
permitted for persons with disabilities.  Additional information can be obtained by 
contacting the Ranger District Office.

WINTER RANGE
This area is used by various wildlife species – specifically 
deer, elk, and moose – during the winter months. The area 
is critical to the survival of these animals during the winter. 
Observe the restrictions shown in the “WINTER CROSS-
COUNTRY USE” and the “WINTER DESIGNATED 
ROUTES” matrixes to help insure the best possible chance 
for wildlife survival during the winter period.

PARK ‘N’ SKI 
LOTS
STATE LAW 49-3104 REGARDING THE USE 
OF PARK ‘N’ SKI LOTS

49-3104. Parking Permit – Fee-Fines-Permits for 
Snowmobile Owners-Exemptions

(1)	 Except as hereinafter provided, no person 
shall, from November 15 of any year to April 
30 of the next year, park a vehicle in a winter 
recreational parking location unless the ve-
hicle displays a parking permit. The permit 
shall be permanently affixed on the side win-
dow of the vehicle nearest the driver’s seat 
in such a manner that it is completely visible 
and shall be kept in a legible condition at all 
times.

(2)	 A fee shall be charged for each permit.

(3)	 Any violation of the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be a misdemeanor and be subject 
to a fine.

(4)	 All snowmobile owners shall, concurrently 
with the receipt of a certificate of number 
as provided in section 49-2605, Idaho Code, 
receive from the department a parking per-
mit as established by this chapter at no cost. 
Snowmobile owners holding unexpired cer-
tificates of number issued prior to the date 
on which permits become available may ob-
tain a permit at no cost upon presentation of 
the certificate to the department; provided 
however, that the department shall require 
the presentation of suitable identification to 
verify that the certificate was issued to the 
person requesting the permit.

Park ‘n’ Ski stickers are available at some outdoor 
recreation stores. For more information, call any 
Ranger District.
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ATTENTION SNOWMOBILERS

POINTS OF INTEREST

TWO TOP, E-2: One of the most spectacular winter sce-ññ
nic areas in the region. Two Top overlooks the entire Island 
Park area. It is a snowmobilers paradise near the Continental 
Divide.

UPPER MESA FALLS, E-5: The Falls are 114 feet high. Trails ññ
and viewing platforms were built in 1995. Big Falls Inn – 
constructed some time after 1904 – was restored in 1999. It is 
now open to the public as an interpretive center.

LOWER MESA FALLS, E-5: The Lower Falls, one mile south ññ
of the Upper Falls, features the Grandview overlook built 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930’s. There is a  
spectacular view of the 65-foot high multi-terraced falls.

BIG SPRINGS, E-3: Unique springs and headwaters of the ññ
Henry’s Fork of the Snake River. Large rainbow trout can be 
seen year round. Constant temperature of 52 degrees and a 
constant flow of 186 cubic feet per second. Located five miles 
east of Mack’s Inn.

WINTER 
SURVIVAL KIT

Extra food•	
First aid kit•	
Candles and flashlight•	
Map, compass and whistle•	
Space blanket•	
Matches, knife, wire, metal container•	
Cell phone•	

REGULATIONS 
DISPLAYED ON 

THIS MAP APPLY 
UNLESS MARKED 
ON THE GROUND.  

FOR INFORMATION 
REGARDING TRAVEL 

REGULATIONS ON 
ROADS OUTSIDE THE 
CARIBOU-TARGHEE 
NATIONAL FORESTS' 

JURISDICTION, 
CONTACT THE 

APPROPRIATE STATE 
OR  COUNTY OFFICE.

Recreation Opportunities
Winter

23.344.415.01/11c

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income 
is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.

Mount Two Top Area

Sawtell from Chick Creek Road.

TRAVEL MAP 
LEGEND

Lands administered by Caribou-Targhee 
National Forests

Other lands not covered by this Travel 
Map

NOTE: See County snowmobile map for details.


