
 

 
 

“Caring for the Land and Serving People” 
 

SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST 
 

 
Vacant Position 

OUTREACH NOTICE 
 

Forestry Technician (Wilderness)  
Trails Technician 

GS-0462-6 
 

Hidden Springs/Mississippi Bluffs Ranger Districts 
Vienna, Illinois 

 
 
The Shawnee National Forest intends to fill a currently vacant GS-0462-6 Forestry Technician 
(Trails Technician) position using the Veteran’s Recruitment Appointment (VRA) authority.  
The position is a permanent full-time appointment, and will be located in Vienna, Illinois. 
Qualified, VRA-eligible candidates are encouraged to apply.  The purpose of this Outreach 
Notice is to inform prospective applicants of this opportunity and to provide information on how 
to apply.  
     

Anyone interested is encouraged to submit a resume with references, and a 
Defense Department Form-214.  These documents will be used to determine both 

qualification and eligibility for the position. 
 

Please submit applications materials by Friday, March 30, 2012 



 
 
THE POSITION 
 
This position serves as a trails technician on a ranger district encompassing all national forest 
lands in southern Illinois.  The position conducts a wide range of wilderness and recreation 
management activities in a variety of remote, back-country settings, including Congressionally-
designated wildernesses.  The primary responsibilities will include working individually or 
leading a small group performing trail maintenance and construction tasks.  Additionally, the 
incumbent will assist in the preparation and execution of wilderness management and operating 
plans, administration of special use recreation permits, maintenance and cleanup of heavily used 
or remote campsites, picnic sites, hunting camps, and trails and trailheads.  Trails technicians on 
the Shawnee National Forest must be able to interact in a professional, courteous manner with 
forest visitors, providing assistance or communicating policies and regulations. 
 
The incumbent may organize and supervise volunteers or other youth or hosted programs and 
may also serve as a work leader for seasonal or other employees.  This position requires a 
working knowledge of wilderness management practices as they apply to trail construction and 
maintenance and visitor use management.  The position will be expected to provide educational 
programs concerning wilderness stewardship such as “Leave-No-Trace”.  Additionally, this 
position will be expected to complete trail or wilderness project design and layout and to 
contribute to the formulation of plans and budgets for these and other program activities. 
 
The selected applicant will conduct condition surveys of trails and other facilities, work with 
various corporate databases that support recreation and wilderness management.  The incumbent 
will be expected to participate in prescribed fire and wildfire suppression activities to the extent 
of physical capabilities and training.   They will also maintain a variety of recreational or 
administrative facilities and may assist a variety of other national forest resource management 
programs, including but not limited to land line maintenance, wildlife habitat management 
projects, timber sale preparation or invasive species control. 
 
Assignments may include regularly scheduled work on weekends and may require the incumbent 
to camp in the field for extended periods of time.  The work takes place in a variety of outdoor 
settings on rough, uneven terrain and under a variety of adverse weather conditions.   
 
The incumbent will be expected to demonstrate competence with a variety of power and hand 
tools including chain saws, rock drills, cross cut saws and axes; tracked and wheeled earth 
moving equipment such as mini-excavators or trail dozers, and specialized rigging equipment 
such as grip hoists and tackle associated with trail work in designated wilderness areas.  
Familiarity with the use of pack and saddle stock in wilderness settings will also be important.  
Additionally, the incumbent will be expected to understand the concepts of trail design and trail 
system management and to have working knowledge of, and the ability to train others in the 
construction of trail features including waterbars, turnpikes, full-bench tread, switchbacks, wood 
or stone steps and dry-stacked stone retaining walls.   The incumbent must hold, or have the 
ability to obtain a valid state driver’s license.  The selected individual will be subjected to a 
background investigation conducted by the Department of Homeland Security. 
 
 
 
 



 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
This position will be filled using the Veteran’s Recruitment Appointment authority.  Qualified 
individuals who are eligible under VRA may apply by submitting a resume, including references 
and a description of previous experience in duties the same or similar to those described above.  
Applicants must also submit a copy of their Defense Department Form-214 verifying their 
eligibility for VRA authority. These materials should be submitted directly to the following 
address no later than Friday, March 30, 2012: 
 

Catherine A. Jurisic  
HR Specialist/Staffing 
R9 HR Service Team 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
30239 S. State Rte 53 
Wilmington, IL 60481 

  
DESCRIPTION OF THE SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
At over 280,000 acres, the Shawnee National Forest in southern Illinois is the largest unit of 
public land in the state.  The Supervisor’s Office is located in Harrisburg, with a Ranger Station 
in Vienna and a Work Center in Jonesboro.  The Forest sits near the confluence of the 
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.  The area is rich in history, reflecting the pioneer movement of 
Americans into the west.  The Forest is predominantly oak-hickory, although pine was planted in 
many areas in the past.  Swamps contain tupelo and cypress communities.  Razorback ridges 
associated with the Ozark upthrust are found on the west side of the Forest; the broader ridges 
associated with the Shawnee hills are found on the east side of the Forest.  The Wisconsin glacier 
stopped north of the Shawnee, so the Grand Prairie (and its corn fields) most associated with the 
state of Illinois starts 40 miles north of the Forest.   
 
Additional information about the Shawnee National Forest may be found at 
www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee. 
 
CLIMATE  
 
We experience all four seasons, with an average of 3” of snow per year and temperatures rarely 
below 0 degrees.  Summer days are sunny and humid with highs in the 80’s – 90’s, occasionally 
topping 100.  Spring weather can occur in March and fall weather can extend into November.  
During the spring and fall seasons, the climate and beauty of the area is especially compelling.  
Spring brings an abundance of blooming dogwoods, redbuds and wildflowers.  The fall is 
saturated with color, as the leaves turn brilliant reds, gold and yellows.  Garden of the Gods, the 
most visited site on the Forest, is a must-see during the fall color season.  The unusual rock 
formations, coupled with the surrounding Garden of the Gods Wilderness, portray the beauty of 
southern Illinois at its finest. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Pre-schools through high schools can be found in most communities and rank high in the state.  
There are several community colleges in the area offering quite reasonable in-district tuition.  
Southern Illinois University, located in Carbondale, IL, offers a full range of baccalaureate 
through doctoral programs.  Day care facilities also are available in most communities. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee


 
CHURCHES 
 
Churches representing all major denominations can be found in most communities. 
 
ECONOMY 
 
Real estate here is moderately priced.  The median price for purchasing a home is approximately 
$100,000 and house rentals begins at approximately $500 per month.  Utilities are priced 
moderately.  Tourism is a developing economic force in the area.  In recent years several 
wineries have opened, offering two outstanding wine trails.  Southern Illinois offers a rural 
environment with easy access to all possible amenities.  Both shopping and entertainment 
opportunities are abundant within the area.  Marion and Carbondale, IL along with Paducah, KY 
offer shopping malls, movie theaters and several locally owned and operated restaurants, along 
with major chain and fast-food restaurants. Additional information on local employment 
opportunities can be found at the following links: 
 
http://www.manta.com/mb?search=Harrisburg+il 
 
http://www.manta.com/mb?search=Marion+il 
 
HEALTH CARE 
 
Health care facilities serving the area include full facility Carbondale Doctor’s Memorial 
Hospital and Heartland Memorial Hospital in Marion.  Services at these hospitals include cardiac 
units, oncology and neonatal units.  Other hospitals providing care are Lourdes and Western 
Baptist Hospital in Paducah, KY and Massac Memorial Hospital in Metropolis, IL.  All the 
hospitals provide 24-hour emergency room physician coverage and specialists. 
 
RECREATIONAL AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Every June, the annual Southern Illinois Music Festival features dozens of performances in 
venues from Mt. Vernon to Cairo and Murphysboro to Marion and of course Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale, Illinois, the heart of the Festival.  Musicians from throughout North 
and South America, Europe and Asia perform orchestral and chamber music, opera, ballet, jazz, 
and new music, in an informal and inviting atmosphere.  Visit http://www.sifest.com/ for more 
information. 
 
The Superman Celebration in downtown Metropolis, IL features the Home of Superman. This 
event held during the second weekend in June each year celebrates the 'Man of Steel'.  A 
Superman Drama kicks off the weekend of contests, food and fun. Comic book & artist show, 
fan films, street vendors, a carnival and a Super Car Show. Visit 
http://www.supermancelebration.net/ for more information. 
The Big Muddy Film Festival, the longest-running, student-organized film festival in the United 
States happens annually in Carbondale at Southern Illinois University. 
 
For an urban atmosphere, events such as the annual Mary Meachum Freedom Crossing 
Celebration and the Big Muddy Blues Festival in St. Louis, MO and the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Celebration and Latin Dance Festival, Nashville, TN provide glimpse of the cultural diversity 
within a two hour commute from Southern Illinois. 
 

http://www.manta.com/mb?search=Harrisburg+il
http://www.manta.com/mb?search=Marion+il
http://www.sifest.com/
http://www.supermancelebration.net/


There are wide varieties of diverse cultural and educational events in the area. One is the Tokyo 
String Quartet founded some four decades ago.  It has been captivating audiences ever since and 
gaining high regard as a chamber ensemble in its own right.  In collaboration with a wide variety 
of artists and composers it is creating a significant collection of acclaimed recordings. For 
families in the Muslim community, there are events and activities available including an Islamic 
summer school for children of all ages.   
 
There are a number of festivals located in the area.  The annual Festival Latino at Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale offers the chance to experience Latino culture with free food, 
entertainment and fun activities.  The Southern Illinois Saluki Pow-Wow hosted by SIUC 
provides people of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy traditional Native American arts, crafts, 
foods, cultural demonstrations, exhibitions and dances.  The Southern Illinois Irish Festival 
provides Irish-themed activities, food, events, entertainment and live music.  The Herrinfesta 
Italiana takes place each spring in Herrin, IL celebrating the town’s Italian heritage.   For more 
information about festivals in the area, please visit: 
http://www.oneregion.com/travelguide/stories/text_12.html. 
 
 
 
If you are interested in this position, submit your application materials to Catherine Jurisic at the 
address listed above no later than Friday, March 30, 2012.   For additional information regarding 
the position or the duties described contact Kameron Sam: 
 
E-mail: kcsam@fs.fed.us.    Fax: (618) 658-1300 
Mail:  Kameron Sam 
 Hidden Springs Ranger District 
 602 N. First St, Rt 45 N 
 Vienna, IL 62995  
  (618) 658-2111. 
  
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex 
(including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 
 
Or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English 
Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 

http://www.oneregion.com/travelguide/stories/text_12.html
mailto:kcsam@fs.fed.us
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