
USDA FOREST SERVICE 
RECREATIONAL FEE PROGRAM 

FY 08 PROGRAM SUMMARY 

FOREST NAME: SALMON-CHALLIS NATIONAL FOREST REGION: 04  
Contact: Patricia Callaghan Phone: 208-756-5115 

Revenues 
Interagency Special Use Rec Fees Total 
 $               264   $         302,184   $          491,415   $      793,863  

Expenses 
Interagency Special Use Rec Fees Total 

 $             -     $        217,851   $         557,012   $      774,863  

DESCRIPTION  
The Salmon-Challis National Forest Recreation Fee Program includes 30 campgrounds, 8 cabin rentals, 
and Main Salmon and Middle Fork Salmon River river use fees.   

 

FEE SCHEDULE (IF CHANGED FROM LAST YEAR) 
No Changes 

SPECIFIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR (PLEASE PROVIDE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES THAT ADDRESSES THE 
ENTIRE FOREST’S PROGRAM SUCH AS CAMPGROUND IMPROVEMENTS, VISITOR SERVICES, ETC.) 
The Forest continued many of the same programs in FY08 as those in FY07 which included: operation 
and maintenance of the 30 fee campgrounds and 8 cabin rentals; treating noxious weeds in the Main and 
Middle Fork Salmon River corridors and around river campsites.  

SPECIFICALLY: 

The Weed Program included: 
• Inventory of every boater camp from Boundary Creek to the confluence with the Main Salmon. Indian 

Creek, Thomas Creek, and Bernard airstrips were also treated.  In total over 250 acres were treated within 
the Middle Fork River Corridor.    

• Flying B “spray days” - inventory, treatment, and monitoring of over 1200 acres of weeds across varied 
ownership through collaborative efforts between Lemhi County, Idaho Fish and Game, SCNF weed 
personnel, and private land owners. 

 
Developed Sites and Cabins: 
Hazard trees removed from fee campground and cabins: Wildhorse , Bonanza CCC Reservation CG,  Pole 
Flat CG, Flat Rock CG, and Cape Horn Rental.  Trees were bucked and provided on site as firewood for 
visitors.  Slash was removed from the area and piled for later disposal. 
 
New Fire rings and picnic tables painted at Mill Creek and Thatcher Creek Campgrounds, Entry sign at 
Mill Creek Campground and Beaver Creek were refurbished, new bulliten board at Beaver Creek, Repair 
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Mill Creek CG toilet from bullet hole damage.  Extensive repair, reconstruction of campground fencing at 
Starhope and Wildhorse Campgrounds (approximately 1 mile of fence surrounding the two noted 
campgrounds),  Replace railing at trail to access points at Boundary Creek, Replace and reroute bathroom 
venting on the Cape Horn GS rental, Replace the gas furnace vent on the Cape Horn G.S.,  Ongoing 
winter mtc in the form of snow removal from the Comfort Stations at Lola Creek CG prevented collapse 
or structural damage from snow loads totaling up to 14 tons per structure.   Enhanced level of visitation, 
security and minor mtc. Temporary employees and a set of volunteers to patrol, provide a presence and 
practice minor mtc and repair at all developed fee sites during the 2008 season. 
 
Main and Middle Fork Salmon River Program: 
Rotating river patrols on both the Main and Middle Fork Salmon rivers; provided checkers at the main 
river portals at Corn Creek and Boundary Creek who assign campsites, provide and interpretive and safety 
introduction to the rivers; continue the agreement with USGS for operation of the Middle Fork river 
gauge; operation of the Four River Lottery for the Main and Middle Fork Salmon rivers, the Selway and 
Hells Canyon; operation and maintenance of 2 “scat” machines, one each to serve customers at the end of 
the Main Salmon river (at Riggins) and at the end of the Middle Fork River (at Newland Ranch); 
application of dust palliative on Main Salmon River Road and Boundary Creek access roads. 

SPECIFICALLY: 

River patrol contacted over 250 parties to provide interpretive and educational information, to enforce 
river regulations, and/or provide rescue help.  They removed over 1000 pounds of garbage, cleaned up 
abandoned fires, and removed over 51 fire pits, they worked on the installation of the anchor system for 
the Boundary Creek Launch ramp.  

Major repairs to the Newland Ranch scat machine and to the  

The Middle Fork Interpretive Program is a partnership between the Shoshone-Banncok Tribes and the 
Salmon-Challis National Forest.  A tribal member meets with boaters stopping at Indian Creek Guard 
Station, and explains the natural and cultural history of the Middle Fork region from a Native American 

perspective.  The talks present boaters with a different way of 
experiencing the river, hot springs, and archaeological sites 
they encounter on their trip.  The most common questions 
boaters ask the interpreter concern the archaeology of the area, 
Shoshoe-Bannock history on the river, and traditional plant 
and animal use.  In FY2008, the interpreter gave his 
presentation to some 4,100 boaters. 

 
 
 

Thatcher Creek – new fire rings and painted picnic tables 
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 SCAT machine repairs 

 

 

 

PROJECTS/ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR NEXT YEAR 
Weed control and boat patrol/checker compliance programs, road maintenance, campground 
volunteer/host patrol, cabin firewood and maintenance, scat machines for both rivers, satellite uplink for 
middle fork gauge, special use permit administration, interpretation of weed, wilderness and archeology 
resources, river lottery and administration. 

Proposed for 2009 is an increase in the campground and cabin fees. An additional 12 sites may be added 
to our inventory of fee sites.  Sites with basic amenities to qualify for fee collection but without potable 
water would go to $5.00/night, Sites with basic amenities that include potable water would go to 
$10.00/night, and the cabin rental fees would go to $40.00/night. 

 

 

 

Rigging hazard tree falling so they don’t fall on recreation 
facilities 
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