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HIKING/BIKING

TRAIL #286 PAJARITO

LENGTH:  4 Miles (6.4 km)

DIFFICULTY: Easy


HIKING TIME: 3 hours
USE:Light

SEASONS: Spring, summer, and fall.

LOWEST AND HIGHEST POINTS:  7,000’to 7,500’

MAP: USGS Guaje Mountain

TRAIL ACCESS: Follow Diamond Drive east in Los Alamos, turning north at the circle onto San Ildefonso Road. San Ildefonso Road will drop steeply downhill, and at the end of the pavement becomes Forest Road 57. Just beyond the end of the pavement, turn north into a small parking area with a Forest Service trailhead information kiosk. 

NARRATIVE: The Pajarito Trail runs north/south and followed the old telephone line from Espanola to the Los Alamos Ranch School.  From the trailhead, the Pajarito Trail leads north and crosses Rendija Canyon and the Rendija Canyon Trail #297.  Climbing up the other side, it crosses through some badly eroded pumice soils and passes some interesting caves near the base of Beanfield Mesa.  Soon the trail drops into a small canyon bottom with old side roads coming in from the east, and meets the junction with the Cabra Loop Trail #279 to the west.   The trail will meet another junction leading to another spur trail to the Cabra Loop Trail, passes Guaje Mountainto the east and continues until a steep drop into Guaje Canyon, a major drainage.  After crossing the canyon, the trail climbs up out of the canyon floor as a singletrack trail but soon joins up with an old road, Forest Road 446B.  Continue on the old road to a four way intersection;  then pass through the intersection and continue straight on FR 446B  for 1/10 mile to a rough spur road to the northwest, Forest Road 446BA.  This rough old road will soon bring you to Forest Road 445 and the location of the old Pine Springs Cabin, which has since burned down.  The cabin was formerly a Forest Service Ranger Station.  Please note that road signs maybe be missing and non existant. 

OF INTEREST:  This trail, like many in the Los Alamos area, is at least partially within the area burned by the Cerro Grande Fire of 2000.  Many of the higher ridges above the canyon floors burned very hot, with timber stand replacing intensities.  The trail has suffered severe damage in some places, and trail rehabilitation efforts have failed to fully restore the trail to pre-fire conditions.  There has been much erosion of the weak pumice soils and trail tread since the fire and the subsequent flooding, and there are burned and weakened trees that are in constant danger of falling.  Visitors should be aware of dangers and hazards in the burned area. In particular, recreation in the burned area should be avoided during windy days and during rainstorms due to the danger of flash floods and falling trees.
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