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HIKING/BIKING

TRAIL #297 RENDIJA

LENGTH:  2 Miles (3.2 km)

DIFFICULTY: Easy


HIKING TIME: 2 hours
USE:Heavy

SEASONS: Spring, summer, fall and early winter.

LOWEST AND HIGHEST POINTS:  7,100’to 7,300’

MAP: USGS Guaje Mountain

TRAIL ACCESS: Follow Diamond Drive east through Los Alamos and turn left onto Range Road and continue to the Guaje Pines Cemetery.  Just beyond the cemetary turn north onto the unpaved Upper Guaje Road.  The trailhead is approximately one quarter of a mile up the road, to the east. To the west you will see the trailhead for the Perimeter Trail.  

NARRATIVE: Starting at the Upper Guaje Road, the Rendija Trail follows Rendija Canyon downstream along the canyon floor.  This first half mile of the canyon floor is rough and rocky, and difficult to bike.  In a half mile you will reach a junction with a trail climbing up the canyon walls, heading back towards the cemetary;  this is the Upper Rendija Trail, and connects to the O.O. Grant Trail, a Los Alamos County recreational trail and another way back to the cemetary area.  The upper Rendija Trail is an easier route for biking, in spite of the modest verticle gain.  Continue on the main Rendija Trail, following the canyon bottom and about a mile from the cemetary you will meet a junction with the Cabra Loop Trail #279.  Pass this junction and follow the sandy stream bed and in another 3/4 mile you will meet the junction with the Pajarito Trail #286 to the north and south.  The Rendija Trail continues down the wash and soon leaves the National Forest.  There are many loop hiking and biking possibilities by combining the Rendija, Pajarito, Perimeter and Cabra Loop Trails along with sections of the Upper Guaje Road. 

OF INTEREST:  This trail, like many in the Los Alamos area, is at least partially within the area burned by the Cerro Grande Fire of 2000.  Many of the higher ridges above the canyon floors burned very hot, with timber stand replacing intensities.  The trail has suffered severe damage in some places, and trail rehabilitation efforts have failed to fully restore the trail to pre-fire conditions.  There has been much erosion of the weak pumice soils and trail tread since the fire and the subsequent flooding, and there are burned and weakened trees that are in constant danger of falling.  Visitors should be aware of dangers and hazards in the burned area. In particular, recreation in the burned area should be avoided during windy days and during rainstorms due to the danger of flash floods and falling trees.
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