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Dressen Earns USFS Rocky Mountain Region Wildlife Biologist Honors 

 
(YAMPA, Colo.)  April 5, 2012 – Melissa Dressen, Wildlife Biologist with the Yampa Ranger 

District, has been named the U.S. Forest Service Rocky Mountain Region Wildlife Biologist of the Year.  
The award has been given to Dressen in recognition of her outstanding initiative, technical expertise, 
leadership and accomplishments as a wildlife biologist on the Routt National Forest. 

Dressen has effectively managed and developed a diverse program on her District.  In addition 
to her regular program of work, she has also distinguished herself by contributing to a number of 
important initiatives: 

• She volunteered to lead the Bear River Corridor Travel Management Project.  While recognizing 
the importance of the district to recreational users, travel management is intended to designate 
road use in such a way that wildlife and forest health are maintained or improved. 

• Recognizing the environmental impact of non-native species, such as cheatgrass, she began the 
analysis effort necessary to enable the Medicine Bow – Routt National Forests and Thunder 
Basin National Grassland to address this growing environmental concern. 

• The Canada lynx is among those species considered as threatened or endangered.  Dressen led 
the effort to ensure accurate and consistent mapping of habitat for the lynx on the forests. 

• Issues related to both wildlife and timber management require the most reliable information 
available.  She has worked across professional disciplines to improve the mapping of forest 
types on the Medicine Bow and Routt National Forests. 

• All federal agencies are required to adhere to stipulations within the Endangered Species Act. 
Missy volunteered to chair and organize an interagency team for what is termed ‘Level 1 
stream-lined consultation.’  This brings land management agencies, such as the BLM and Forest 
Service, together with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to facilitate, improve, and ‘streamline’ 
Endangered Species Act compliance. 

• Missy also contributed to organizing a new initiative, the forest-wide amphibian monitoring 
program.  As a result, new locations of sensitive species have been identified on both forests. 

• She has also served as a student mentor, providing not only summer employment for an 
undergraduate student, but providing them with a meaningful opportunity to contribute to 
conservation on the Routt National Forest. 

Many of these projects have required extensive coordination with other state and federal agencies, 
which Dressen has accomplished with a strong work ethic and professional demeanor. 

The Regional wildlife awards are non-monetary awards in the form of wildlife art.  Dressen will be 
presented with her award at some point in the near future by the Forest Leadership Team for the 
Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland. 
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