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A Vision for Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River 

Whychus Creek will keep its secrets and remain a river with a wild feeling.  

In the secluded high reaches of melting glaciers on the mountain slopes the waterõs 

conversation with the land will remain a whisper that few hear.  

As the rivulets gather and form a creek rushing out of the wilderness the voice of 

snowmelt rushing over stream cobble will tell a story to those who stop to hear it.  

Volcanoes and glaciers, waterfalls, steelhead, endless forests, wildlife, wildflowers, and 

ancient tribal journeys are this storyõs chapters. 

As the creek approaches the mountain town that shaped its past and is restoring its 

future, the story will be easier to hear and the creek easier to find.  The storyõs happy 

ending is full of redemption as the length of the Whychus Watershed comes back to 

life and reclaims its role between the mountains and sea-going fish and the community 

rediscovers a river they had forgotten. 



   

 7 

The Purpose of This Plan 

The goal of the Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River Management Plan is to protect and 

enhance the Outstandingly Remarkable Values for which Whychus Creek was designated into 

the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  These Outstandingly Remarkable Values were determined 

by the Resource Assessment (USFS 2007) as: Geology, Hydrology, Fish, Scenic Resources, 

Cultural- Prehistory, and Cultural- Traditional Use.  Other Significant river- related values 

include: Wildlife, Vegetation/Ecology, Cultural History and Recreation.  The plan focuses on 

maintaining the creekôs current character with an emphasis on identifying and rehabilitating 

degraded resources. 

The following sections summarize other applicable management direction and define the desired 

future condition in broad terms, presenting a vision of the desired state of particular resources in 

the river corridor.  Existing conditions are briefly summarized explaining why additional 

direction is needed.  Examples of consistent and inconsistent uses are given.   

New Standards and Guidelines are provided where management needs were identified by the 

Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River Management Plan Environmental Assessment Decision 

Notice (USFS 2010). 

This discussion and the examples serve as a basis for determining how to interpret standards and 

guidelines when conflicts arise or when clarity is needed.  Actions that lead toward the desired 

conditions over the long term are consistent with this plan.  Actions that lead the corridor away 

from desired conditions or Limits of Acceptable Change over the long term are not consistent 

with this plan. A Monitoring Plan to detect Limits of Acceptable Change is found in Appendix 1.  

How This Plan Will Be Implemented or Changed 

This plan will be implemented through three primary mechanisms, including intergovernmental 

coordination, individual agency action, and partnerships with non-governmental organizations 

and the public.  Ultimately its success will depend on community involvement and stewardship. 

This plan amends the Deschutes National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (USFS 

1990).  Future actions or projects would require appropriate National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) documentation.  The Deschutes National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, 

including the direction in this plan, may be changed either by amendment or a revision.  
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Figure 1- Final Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River Boundary 
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Background on the Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River 

Designation 

In 1968, Congress passed the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (P.L. 90-542) and established a 

nationwide system of outstanding free-flowing rivers.  For a river segment to be considered 

eligible for Wild and Scenic River status it must be ñfree-flowingò and possess ñoutstandingly 

remarkable valuesò within its immediate environment.  These rivers are protected for the benefit 

and enjoyment of present and future generations.   

Whychus Creek (formerly Squaw Creek) is located in Central Oregon on the eastern slopes of 

the Cascade Mountains.  It is a perennial stream that is a tributary of the Deschutes River.  It is 

approximately 41 miles long from its headwaters in the Three Sisters Wilderness to itôs 

confluence with the Deschutes River.  A portion of Whychus Creek was designated by Congress 

as a Wild and Scenic River as part of the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1988 

(Public Law 100-557 - Oct. 28, 1988) ï an amendment to Section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic 

Rivers Act (P.L. 90-542); USC 1274(a).   

The designated area includes 15.4 miles, beginning at its source on the glaciers of the Three 

Sisters mountains and ending at the hydrological Gauging Station that is approximately 4 miles 

southwest of the City of Sisters in Central Oregon.  Acres within the Final Whychus Wild and 

Scenic River Boundary are shown below in Table 1. 

The designation reads as follows:   

 (102) SQUAW CREEK, OREGON. -- The 15.4-mile segment from its source to the 

hydrologic Gauging Station 800 feet upstream from the intake of the McAllister Ditch, including 

the Soap Fork Squaw Creek, the North Fork, the South Fork, the East and West Forks of Park 

Creek, and Park Creek Fork; to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture as follows: (A) 

The 6.6-mile segment and its tributaries from the source to the Three Sisters Wilderness 

boundary as a wild river; and (B) the 8.8-mile segment from the boundary of the Three Sisters 

Wilderness Area to the hydrologic Gauging Station 800 feet upstream from the intake of the 

McAllister Ditch as a scenic river: Provided, That nothing in this Act shall prohibit the 

construction of facilities necessary for emergency protection for the town of Sisters relative to a 

rapid discharge of Carver Lake if no other reasonable flood warning or control alternative exists. 

Wild Section 

The 6.6 mile segment of the creek from its source on the Three Sisters mountains to the Three 

Sisters Wilderness boundary is classified as ñWildò.  The source of Whychus Creek begins on 

the glaciers of the Three Sisters mountains and includes Soap Creek, the South and North Forks 

of Whychus Creek, and Park Creek, including the East and West Forks of Park Creek.  Wild 

rivers are defined in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act as: ñThose rivers or sections of rivers that 

are free of impoundments and generally inaccessible except by trail, with watersheds or 

shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpolluted.  These represent vestiges of primitive 

America.ò   
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Scenic Section 

The 8.8 mile segment from the Three Sisters Wilderness boundary to the USGS hydrological 

gauging station is classified as ñScenic.ò  Scenic Rivers are defined in the Wild and Scenic 

Rivers Act as:  ñThose rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with shorelines 

or watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places 

by roads.ò 

 

Carver Lake September 2008  

Carver Lake 

Special consideration of Carver Lake, a high-elevation moraine lake on South Sister, is included 

in the designation.  In the mid-1980ôs Carver Lake was identified as a potential flood risk for 

Sisters and homes along Whychus Creek by the U.S. Geological Survey.  Risk reports have since 

been downgraded, but the risks still exist.   

The Wild and Scenic River designation states: ñNothing in this Act shall prohibit the 

construction of facilities necessary for emergency protection for the town of Sisters relative to a 

rapid discharge of Carver Lake if no reasonable flood warning or control alternative exists.ò   

Table 1 -  Acres within the Whychus Creek Wi ld and Scenic River Boundary  

River segment- River Miles  

Acres/per mile 

 

Total Acres 

Wild- 45 miles 

(includes all designated tributaries) 

 11,500 

Scenic- 9 miles  3,107 

 271 14,607 
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Resource Assessment- Outstandingly Remarkable Values 

The following Outstandingly Remarkable Values and Significant Values were identified for 

Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River: 

Outstandingly Remarkable Values:    Significant Values: 

**Geology       *Wildlife  

**Hydrology       *Ecology/Botany 

**Fish        *Cultural- History 

**Scenic Resources     *Recreation 

**Cultural - Prehistory 

**Cultural - Traditional Use 

 

 

Overlook above Whychus Creek with Rock Penstemon  
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Name Changes 

Historic names for the creek include:  Whychus, Sesequa, Benton Creek, Clarkôs River, and 

Squaw Creek. 

In 2001, Oregon became the sixth state to ban the term ñSquawò from public place names under 

Senate Bill 488.  This was because many Native Americans consider the word to be a derogatory 

term.  Deschutes and Ochoco National Forest officials proposed name changes to comply with 

the state law and federal directives.  Forest Service regulations prohibit derogatory names from 

being used in documents or on maps.   

On December 8, 2005 the U.S. Board on Geographic Names gave final approval to sixteen name 

changes and one new name for Central Oregon landscape features that use the word ñSquawò.  

The name ñWhychusò was chosen for the creek because it had the strongest historical and legal 

usage of any alternate name.  It was recorded on government maps (1863- Surveyor Generals 

Office map).  It had been used in government documents and was mentioned in the geographical 

reference book, Oregon Geographic Names (McArthur 2003) as the historic name for Squaw 

Creek. 

Five names within the designated Wild and Scenic River area were included in the name changes 

and are displayed in Table 2 below.   

Table 2- Place Name Changes in the Whychus Creek Wild and Scenic River Area 

Old Name New Name Meaning 

1) Squaw Creek 

 

 

Whychus Creek 

Pronounced  

ñWhy  chooseò 

Historic- Earliest recorded name 

from 1855 Pacific Railroad 

Reports. Derived from Sahaptin 

language.  Meaning: ñThe place 

we cross the waterò 

2) North Fork of Squaw 

Creek 

North Fork of Whychus Creek Historic- see above 

3) South Fork of Squaw 

Creek 

South Fork of Whychus Creek Historic- see above 

4) Lower unnamed 

waterfall, commonly called 

Squaw Creek Falls 

Chush Falls Native American-Sahaptin word 

for water 

5) Squaw Creek Falls Upper Chush Falls Native American-Sahaptin word 

for water 
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Other Applicable Management 

Direction 

All federal land management activities in the Whychus 

Wild and Scenic River corridor must follow standards 

and guidelines listed in the following plans and are 

guided by the Whychus Watershed Analysis and 

Update (USFS 1998, USFS 2009) and the Whychus 

Late Successional Reserve Assessment (USFS 2001).  

Deschutes National Forest Land and 

Resource Management Plan 

The Wild and Scenic River corridor encompasses lands 

managed under the Deschutes National Forest Land and 

Resource Management Plan (USDA 1990) as amended.   

Two Management Areas apply specifically to the river 

area: 

1) Wilderness (MA- 6):  The portion of Whychus Wild 

and Scenic River designated as ñWildò is within the 

Three Sisters Wilderness.  The goal for this management area is to feature naturalness, 

opportunities for solitude, challenge, and inspiration, and within these objectives to provide for 

recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation, and historical uses.  Permitted but 

nonconforming uses specified in the Wilderness Act of 1964, are carried out under restrictions 

designed to minimize their impact to the Wilderness.  The decisive criteria in all conflicts 

preserves and protects the Wilderness character of the resource.  Specific standards and 

guidelines define social settings, permitted uses, capacity, and management of vegetation, 

recreation, natural and cultural resources, and other needs.   

Natural processes are emphasized including the natural role of fire, insects and disease, the role 

of native species, and preferred methods for revegetation of impacted areas.   

Visitor management limits group sizes, encourages ñno traceò camping, does not permit contests, 

races, promotions or fundraisers. Commercial uses such as summer outfitter guides are assessed 

to be at adequate and maximum levels although winter outfitter guides may have some potential 

for expansion.  Allowable use of regulations and site restoration actions are outlined and 

allowable trail construction for safety or to prevent resource damage is defined.  Mineral pits and 

geothermal leasing are not permitted. 

2) Wild and Scenic Rivers (MA- 17):  Both the ñWildò and ñScenicò sections of Whychus Creek 

are included in this management area although the ñWildò section is within the Three Sisters 

Wilderness, and Wilderness standards also apply (see above).  The goal for this management 

area is to protect and enhance those Outstandingly Remarkable Values that qualified segments of 

Whychus (and other rivers) for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  This 

direction was meant to serve as interim management direction until a formal river corridor plan 

ñAbove Whychus Creekò by Kay Baker 

 



   

 14 

is completed with a Forest Plan amendment.  Much of the existing direction in MA -17, Wild 

and Scenic Rivers, in the Deschutes National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan 

was found to be appropriate in protecting the Outstandingly Remarkable Values of 

Whychus Creek and applies, as amended by this plan.   

Specific standards and guidelines are described related to vegetation management, water supply, 

hydroelectric power, flood control, mining, geothermal, roads, recreation development, scenic 

quality, structures, utilities, commercial uses, and motorized travel.   Standards for the ñWildò 

River are generally identical to Wilderness.  Standards for the ñScenicò section emphasize the 

natural appearance of vegetation and protection of riparian plant communities, and consideration 

of the riverôs outstandingly remarkable values in determining whether uses such as geothermal 

leasing, recreational developments, structures, utilities or motorized travel are allowed.   

Forest Wide Standards and Guidelines: Many other Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply 

to the river area including specific guidelines for recreation, forest health, wildlife, riparian areas, 

fisheries, minerals, law enforcement, best management practices for water and soils, fire and 

fuels management, special uses, and geothermal.  Refer to the Deschutes National Forest 

Resource Management Plan. 

Cultural Resource Management Direction: Management direction for cultural resources is 

found in the Deschutes National Forest Resource Management Plan, in the Forest Service 

Manual Section 2360, in federal regulations 36 CFR 64 and 36 CFR 800, and in various federal 

laws including the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended), the National 

Environmental Policy Act, and the National Forest Management Act.  In general, the existing 

management direction asks the Forest to consider the effects on cultural resources when 

considering projects that fall within the Forestôs jurisdiction.  Further direction indicates that the 

Forest would determine what cultural resources are present on the Forest, evaluate each resource 

for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places (Register) and protect or mitigate effects 

to resources that are eligible. 

The Northwest Forest Plan 

The upper 4.6 miles of the Scenic river section and the entire Wild River section are managed 

under direction commonly called the ñNorthwest Forest Planò or more accurately the ñRecord of 

Decision for Management of Habitat for Late-Successional and Old Growth Forest Related 

Species within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owlò (USFS and BLM 1994).   

The plan is a series of federal policies and guidelines governing land use on federal lands in the 

Pacific Northwest region of the United States.  The plan was developed with the intent of 

protecting habitat for the northern spotted owl, but came to include much broader habitat 

protection goals.  It creates a network of Riparian Reserves and Late Successional Reserves to 

conserve and protect habitat and amends the Deschutes National Forest Land and Resource 

Management Plan (USDA 1990). 
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A portion of the Scenic River section outside the Wilderness is managed under the Northwest 

Forest Plan as Late Successional Reserve and Congressionally Reserved.  Late Successional 

Reserves are meant to maintain old growth forest ecosystems and serve as habitat for species 

which need older forests.  Congressionally Reserved lands are reserved by Congress for specific 

land allocations such as Wild and Scenic Rivers.  Riparian Reserves are areas along all 

permanent and intermittent water bodies and wetlands where the main purpose is to protect the 

health of the aquatic ecosystem and its dependent species.  The Wild River section is managed as 

Congressionally Reserved. 

Aquatic Conservation Strategy 

The Northwest Forest Plan relies on an Aquatic Conservation Strategy which was implemented 

to protect and improve the health of the regionôs aquatic ecosystems.  Riparian Reserves are one 

component of the strategy.  Key watersheds are another component of the strategy and are 

divided into two tiers. Tier 1 Key Watersheds are those that contribute directly to the 

conservation of anadromous salmonids, bull trout, and other resident fish species.  Tier 2 Key 

Watersheds are sources of high quality water, though they may not contain at-risk fish species.  

Whychus Creek (O-442) was identified as a Tier 2 Key Watershed.   

Watershed Analysis, a systematic procedure to characterize the aquatic, riparian and terrestrial 

features within a watershed, is required in all key watersheds to prescribe management activities 

and develop monitoring programs.  A Watershed Analysis for the Whychus watershed was 

completed and has been updated (USFS 1998 and 2009) and refined Riparian Reserve widths 

based on average maximum tree height, 100 year floodplain, extent of riparian vegetation, and 

unstable and potentially unstable lands.  See Table 4 in this Chapter. 

Northwest Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines 

Northwest Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines provide substantial protection to Late 

Successional Reserves and Riparian Reserves.  Standards require silvicultural activities in Late 

Successional Reserves, including prescribed burning, be focused on reducing risk in younger 

stands with the objective of accelerating development of late successional conditions.  The 

detailed triggers for management in Whychus Wild and Scenic River Late-Successional 

Reserves are guided by and discussed below under the Whychus Late-Successional Reserve 

Assessment (USFS 2001). 

Standards prohibit timber harvest, including firewood cutting in Riparian Reserves, however 

they allow the application of silvicultural practices to acquire desired vegetation characteristics 

where needed to attain Aquatic Conservation Strategy Objectives or to mitigate damaging effects 

from catastrophic events such as fire, flooding, volcanic, wind, or insect damage.  Any proposed 

salvage of trees would have to meet this standard. Practices must be applied in a manner that 

does not retard attainment of Aquatic Conservation Strategy Objectives.  Danger (or hazard) 

trees in Riparian Reserves may be felled but can only be removed if they are not needed to meet 

woody debris objectives.  
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Northwest Forest Plan standards for developments state that developments including recreational 

sites, powerlines, etc., that may adversely affect Late Successional Reserves should not be 

permitted.  Where these projects address public needs or provide significant public benefits they 

are reviewed on a case by case basis and may be approved if adverse effects can be minimized 

and mitigated. Management of dispersed recreation use can be adjusted if activities are affecting 

Late Successional Reserve objectives. 

Recreation facilities including trails and dispersed sites should be operated and designed in a 

manner that does not retard or prevent attainment of the Aquatic Conservation Strategy 

Objectives.  Existing recreational facilities must be relocated or closed if they cause adverse 

effects.  Dispersed recreation practices that have adverse effects must be adjusted by such 

measures as education, use limitations, traffic control devices, increased maintenance, relocation 

of facilities, specific site closures, or eliminating the practice or occupancy.   

 

Table 3- Acres that have changed Management Allocation 

Deschutes NF Land and Resource 

Management Plan 

Old Management Allocation 

Deschutes NF Land and 

Resource Management Plan 

New Management Allocation 

Acres 

Deer Habitat Wild and Scenic River 1 

Front Country Seen/Unseen Wild and Scenic River 511 

General Forest Wild and Scenic River 93 

Scenic Views  Wild and Scenic River 97 

Total Change  702 

Northwest Forest Plan  

Old Management Allocation 

Northwest Forest Plan  

New Management Allocation 

Acres 

Late Successional Reserves Late Successional Reserves with 

overlay of Wild and Scenic River 

1614 

Matrix Congressionally Reserved with 

overlay of Wild and Scenic River 

336 

Congressionally Reserved in the 

Three Sisters Wilderness 

Congressionally Reserved with 

overlay of Wild and Scenic River 

11,778 

Total Change  13,728 
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Regional Forester Amendment #2ðRevised Continuation of Interim 

Management Direction Establishing Riparian, Ecosystem, and Wildlife 

Standards for Timber Sales (Eastside Screens) 

The lower 4.2 miles of the ñScenicò river corridor are 

managed under direction commonly called the ñEastside 

Screens.ò  In August 1993, the Regional Forester issued 

a letter providing direction to National Forests on the 

eastside of the Cascade Mountains on retaining old-

growth attributes at the local scale and moving toward 

the historic range of variability (the range of forest 

conditions likely to have occurred before European 

settlement) across the landscape.  This direction was 

called ñInterim Management Direction Establishing 

Riparian, Ecosystem and Wildlife Standards for Timber 

Sales, Regional Foresterôs Forest Plan Amendmentò, and 

became known as the ñEastside Screensò.   

The Eastside Screens limit certain types of activities in 

watersheds where old growth forests are now less 

common than the historic range of variability and are 

intended to maintain management options for the future.  

The screens also provided direction on buffers and other 

protections for streams and wetlands.  The Whychus 

Watershed Analysis found that old growth forests in the area are limited and highly altered from 

past logging and fire suppression (USFS 1998, 2009). 

A decision notice issued in May 1994 amended all eastside Forest Plans to include this direction.  

The May 1994 decision notice was revised in 1995 and was called ñRevised: Interim 

Management Direction Establishing Riparian, Ecosystem and Wildlife Standards for Timber 

Sales, Regional Foresterôs Forest Plan Amendment #2ò, and has continued to be known as the 

ñEastside Screensò. Since the 1995 revision, there have been several letters of clarification from 

the Regional Office regarding the Eastside Screens.  In 1995 Inland Native Fish Strategy 

standards replaced direction on riparian area management in the Eastside Screens (see below).  

Inland Native Fish Strategy - INFISH (1995) 

The lower 4.2 miles of the ñScenicò river corridor are also managed under direction from the 

Inland Native Fish Strategy or INFISH (USFS 1995).   

The Deschutes National Forest Management Plan was amended in 1995 by the Decision Notice 

and Finding of No Significant Impact for the Inland Native Fish Strategy (INFISH).  INFISH 

provides interim direction to protect habitat and populations of resident native fish.  These 

standards replace the direction on riparian area management in the Eastside Screens.  

Old growth Ponderosa Pine  

along Whychus Creek 
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Priority watersheds were identified to help prioritize restoration, monitoring and watershed 

analysis for areas managed by INFISH.  The Whychus Wild and Scenic River is within the 

Headwaters of Whychus Creek subwatershed and the Upper Whychus Creek subwatershed.  

Neither are considered ñpriority watershedsò under INFISH.  

Another essential piece of INFISH is the delineation of Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas 

(RHCAs).  These are portions of the watershed where riparian dependent resources receive 

primary emphasis and management activities in these areas are subject to specific standards and 

guidelines.  Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas include traditional riparian corridors, wetlands, 

intermittent headwater streams, and other areas where proper ecological functioning is crucial to 

help maintain the integrity of the aquatic ecosystems by: 1) influencing the delivery of coarse 

sediment, organic matter, and woody debris to streams, 2) providing root strength for channel 

stability, 3) shading the stream, and 4) protecting water qualityò (USFS 1995).  

The Sisters/Whychus Watershed Analysis (USFS 1998) refined Riparian Reserve widths under 

the Northwest Forest Plan based on average maximum tree height, 100 year floodplain, extent of 

riparian vegetation, and unstable and potentially unstable lands.  These same adjustments to 

Riparian Reserves in the Northwest Forest Plan area are applied to Riparian Habitat 

Conservation Areas for subwatersheds in the Sisters/Whychus analysis area that follow under the 

guidance of INFISH (See Table 4 below).  

INFISH Standards and Guidelines 

INFISH Standards and Guidelines provide substantial protection to Riparian Habitat 

Conservation Areas and hydrologically connected uplands.  Standards prohibit timber harvest, 

including firewood cutting in Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas, however they allow the 

application of silvicultural practices in Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas to acquire desired 

vegetation characteristics where needed to attain Riparian Habitat Management Objectives or to 

mitigate damaging effects from catastrophic events such as fire, flooding, volcanic, wind, or 

insect damage.  Any proposed salvage of trees would have to meet this standard. Practices must 

be applied in a manner that does not retard attainment of Riparian Habitat Management 

Objectives and that avoids adverse effects on inland native fish (TM-1).   

Danger (or hazard) trees in Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas may be felled but must be kept 

on site when needed to meet woody debris objectives.  

INFISH standards also require fuel treatment strategies, practices, and actions including 

prescribed burning be designed so as to not prevent the attainment of Riparian Habitat 

Management Objectives, and to minimize disturbance of riparian ground cover and vegetation.  

Strategies should recognize the role of fire in ecosystem function and identify those instances 

where fire suppression or fuel management actions are needed (FM-1 and FM-4).   

INFISH standards for recreation management require that recreational facilities including trails 

and dispersed sites be operated and designed in a manner that does not retard or prevent 

attainment of the Riparian Management Objectives and avoids adverse impacts on inland native 
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fish.  Existing recreational facilities must be relocated or closed if they cause adverse effects.  

Dispersed recreation practices that have adverse effects must be adjusted by such measures as 

education, use limitations, traffic control devices, increased maintenance, relocation of facilities, 

specific site closures, or eliminating the practice or occupancy.   

Riparian Reserve and Riparian Habitat Conservation Area Widths For 

Whychus Wild and Scenic River 

The following Riparian Habitat Conservation Area widths (INFISH) and Riparian Reserve 

widths (Northwest Forest Plan) apply to the length of Whychus Wild and Scenic River.  Widths 

were verified by the Whychus Watershed Analysis Update (2009). 

Table 4. Riparian Reserve (RR) and Riparian Habitat Conservation Area (RHCA) widths 

in the Whychus Wild and Scenic River Corridor . 

Category Stream 

Class 

Description RR width (slope 

distance (ft) from 

edge of channel) 

RHCA 

width (slope 

distance (ft) from 

edge of channel) 
1 1 & 2 Fish-bearing streams 300 ft 300 ft 

2 3 Permanently flowing non-fish-

bearing streams 

150 ft 150 ft 

3 NA Ponds, lakes, reservoirs, and 

wetlands > 1 ac 

150 ft 150 ft 

4 4 Seasonally flowing or 

intermittent streams, wetlands < 

1 ac, unstable or potentially 

unstable areas 

150 ft 

 

70 ft 

 

 

Clean Water Act (1977, as amended in 1982) 

The State of Oregon, as directed by the Clean Water Act and the Environmental Protection 

Agency, is responsible for the protection of rivers and other bodies of water in the public interest.  

Whychus Creek, throughout its length, is listed on the Oregon 2004/2006, 303(d) list for water 

quality exceeding the State standard established in 2004.  This is because lower portions of 

Whychus Creek outside the Wild and Scenic River Corridor have exceeded the 7-day average 

maximum water temperature standard for salmon and trout rearing and migration which is 18° C 

(ODEQ 2007).  Although stream temperatures in the Wild and Scenic River area are not above 

the State standard, Whychus Creek is listed as impaired for its entire length because the listing 

criteria is based on the reach downstream. but includes waters that drain into the impaired reach 

from the Wild and Scenic River Section.  

Beneficial uses as defined by the State of Oregon for the Whychus Creek watershed are listed in 

the Hydrology analysis. To show that water quality is being protected, states are required by the 

Clean Water Act to adopt water quality standards which must be approved by the Environmental 
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Protection Agency.  Best Management Practices (BMP) and state-wide management plans are a 

requirement of the Clean Water Act and are used to meet water quality standards.   

Pacific Northwest Region Final Environmental Impact Statement for the 

Invasive Plant Program (USDA, 2005) 

This environmental assessment is tiered to a broader scale analysis, the Pacific Northwest Region 

Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Invasive Plant Program. The associated Record of 

Decision amended the Deschutes National Forest Plan by adding management direction relative 

to prevention and treatment of invasive plants (formerly called noxious weeds).  Forest Service 

Manual direction also requires that Noxious Weed Risk Assessments be prepared for all projects 

involving ground-disturbing activities.  For projects that have a moderate to high risk of 

introducing or spreading noxious weeds, Forest Service policy requires that decision documents 

must identify noxious weed control measures that will be undertaken during project 

implementation 

Inventoried Roadless Areas  

There are no Inventoried Roadless Areas within the Wild and Scenic River corridor.   

 

                                   ñPaint-out on the Whychusò by Phil Bates 
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Desired Future Condition  

Consistent and Inconsistent Uses  

and  

Standards and Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWhychus Creekò by Janet Guiley  

  






















































































