
Model Landscape Scale Project  – Abandoned Mine Lands Restored to Improve Watershed Health                                       
(Wayne National Forest)  

Thanks to strong partnerships, community interest and support, and Recovery Act 
funds, the Upstream Rock Run Project on the Wayne National Forest is an on-
going success!   

The Project area was an abandoned mine land site referred to as “Devastation to 
Destination,” which signifies the ultimate goal of the restoration efforts.             
Achieving this goal involves constructing a healthy functioning riparian corridor, 
restoration of water quality, and creating an integrated land management           
strategy.  The project will increase the overall health of the watershed ecosystem, 
resulting in species diversity among the aquatic and wildlife habitats that once 
existed in the watershed.   

The following features were, or will be, constructed and planted to create,                  
enhance, and promote the ecosystem diversity ideal for this site:   

 Opened all blocked drainages to allow for water to flow freely from the site  

 Constructed a 3-acre pond, while creating drainage out of the pond to enhance 
a small wetland below it.  

 Created a prairie meadow on the upper slope of the site  

 Planted a mix of approximately 1,300 native species to promote wildlife habi-
tat recovery  

 In partnership with the American Chestnut Foundation, 750 American chest-
nut trees will be planted to help bring this species back to the area (April 
2012) 

 Interpretive signs and benches will be installed around the site by the For-
est and partners (June 2012)  

 A fully accessible trail will be constructed around the pond  

 Vernal pools for amphibian habitat will be created in small depressions on the side drainages  

This area has long been recognized by the Forest Service, state, and private partners, and surrounding communities as an             
opportunity to create a highly desirable recreation area for the public to enjoy.  The Upstream Rock Run project is one of        
several integrated projects (in the Monday Creek Watershed) that are aligned with larger landscape scale efforts being              
implemented on the Forest with their partners.   

Over the last fifteen years, the Forest and partners have worked together to restore the Monday Creek Watershed,                            
encompassing 75,000 acres in three counties on the Athens Ranger District.  The Forest attributes the project’s success to the 
sharing of expertise, workload, and funding between partners that is required for a watershed of this size.   

Partners include:  Hocking College; Monday Creek Restoration Project; Ohio Department of Natural Resources; and Little 
Cities of Black Diamonds.   
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 The National Forest’s Watershed Condition Framework was established to improve watershed condition in priority 
National Forest watersheds.  The first three steps of this work– assessment of watershed condition, selection of priority 
watersheds and watershed action plans—are complete.  See results on the interactive map and website at:                                   
http://www.fs.fed.us/publications/watershed/.   

 The publication, “Forests of the Northern United States” was recently published by the U.S. Forest Service’s Northern 
Research Station (http://nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/40189).  The Northern Forest Futures Project is a window on tomorrow’s 
forests, revealing how today’s trends and choices can change the future landscape of the Northeast and Midwest.  

 March 17, 2012:  Forest Service research released a new paper on the effect of climate change on NFS lands.  Following 
is a link for more information:  http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/39884   

 
External    
 America’s Great Outdoors http://americasgreatoutdoors.gov/.  Several forests in our Region are involved in programs 

within this initiative, including the Northern Forests Greater Landscape (White Mountain & Green Mountain).    
 The Northeastern Regional Plan Association and its national planning program, America 2050, released a report on 

landscape conservation initiatives in the Northeast. “Landscapes: Improving Conservation Practice in the Northeast 
Megaregion” is the result of a two-year-long research effort to study how multi-jurisdictional and multi-objective 
programs are protecting land and water, and addressing the critical challenges to conservation, including  urban growth, 
creation of transportation and energy infrastructure, limited funding, and climate change.  Following is a link for more 
information:  http://www.rpa.org/library/pdf/RPA-Northeast-Landscapes.pdf                                                                                         

LSC Project Highlights  — Honorable Mentions 

Green Mountain National Forest Receives Vermont Project of the Year Award 

The State of Vermont Trails & Greenways Council presented the 2012 Project of the Year 
Award to the Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF), Vermont Youth Conservation Corps, 
and Vermont Mountain Bike Association for their work on the Leicester Hollow Trail project in 
the Moosalamoo National Recreation Area. The project received this award for demonstrating 
creativity, cooperation, excellence, and environmental stewardship while enhancing recreation 
trail opportunities in Vermont.  Click here to read more:  
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/story?id=6507   

Restoring Wetland Acreage in Southern Illinois  

In 2009, a challenge cost share agreement between the Shawnee National Forest and Ducks                
Unlimited (DU) was executed, allotting both federal funding and matching dollars from DU to 
support wetland restoration and habitat improvement projects along the floodplains of southern                 
Illinois.  Since that time, engineers, biologists and others have joined together to grow and     
develop this partnership, helping to investigate wetland sites, collect data and put into place 
plans that have resulted in the restoration of approximately 680 acres of restored wetland habi-
tat across four wetland areas. Plans are currently in place to continue restoration work of one to 
two additional wetlands, helping to promote healthy habitat and beautiful lands for generations 
to come.  Click here to read more:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/story?id=6436 

Weed Warrior Spotlight:  Bob McCalley, Landowner  

The Monongahela National Forest and Potamic Highlands Cooperative Weed and Pest Man-
agement Area (CWPMA) is providing local landowners with an example of cooperative man-
agement that they can follow.  Thanks to this partnership effort, Landowner Bob McCalley of 
Hardy County is a veritable “weed warrior.”  Three years ago, one year after he recognized a 
“weird weed” beginning to emerge on his property, Bob McCalley decided to take action.  He 
began to educate himself about the unknown plant and ways to properly manage it.  In the 
process, he enlisted the services of the Potamac Highlands CWPMA, a Monongahela Forest 
Partnership organization, and the rest is history!                                                                         
Click here to read more:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/story?id=6436 

Landscape Scale Conservation - is a framework to conceive, plan, finance, and manage projects with significant conservation value—ecological,                 
economical, and social.  The broad concept of Landscape Scale Conservation includes three main components:  Contributes to landscape scale goals or            
outcomes; Connects separate but related actions and integrates internal program; and Involves strong partnerships, a shared vision, and cross-boundary           

engagement with local communities and other landowners.   
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