COR351.

From: Earthjustice [info@earthjustice.org] on behalf of Carolyn Crow [cekcrow @ comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 12:11 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: RIN 0596-AC74: Colorado Deserves The National Roadless Rule

Jul 5, 2011

U.S. Forest Service
Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS, P.0. Box 1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service,

As someone who cares about protecting America's pristine forests for future generations, I
strongly urge you to abandon the Colorado Roadless Rule, a dangerously weak proposal, and
replace it entirely with the stronger National Roadless Rule.

Colorado is home to seven National Forests, which contain some of the last truly unspoiled
lands in the country, including 4.4 million acres of pristine roadless areas. These lands are
a haven for wildlife -- home to many imperiled species, including the northern goshawk and
cutthroat trout. Many of Colorado's most important rivers have headwaters in roadless
watersheds -- providing drinking water to millions of Americans and Colorado residents.

Colorado's roadless and backcountry areas also provide world-class recreational
opportunities, which not only help sustain the state's tourism and recreation-based economy
but also its residents' quality of life.

Unfortunately, the proposed state-specific roadless rule will only provide a high level of
protection for less than 12 percent of Colorado’'s remaining roadless lands and also contains
several gaping loopholes that will allow more logging and road-building and exempts 20,000
acres of roadless areas so that the coal industry can bulldoze the land with roads and drill
it with holes.

Decades of road-building, logging, and mining have already had a degraded much of Colorado's
national forests, and less than a third remain as roadless areas. Roads fragment habitat and
bring pollution, noise, and noxious weeds, which rapidly eat away at the territory left safe
for imperiled species. Roads also bring erosion and sedimentation, scarring sensitive
landscapes and muddying clear mountain streams.

The 2001 National Roadless Rule currently protects 50 million acres of pristine national
forests nationwide, sparing America's last unroaded lands from auction, bulldozing, and
commercial logging. The Obama Administration's Forest Service should not put forward a
watered-down roadless rule for Colorado that will jeopardize fish and wildlife populations
and clean water and threaten the recreational opportunities and other important benefits
provided by these lands. Colorado shouldn't have to accept weaker protections. It deserves
the same gold-standard protections afforded to the rest of the country under the

2001 National Roadless Rule.

Thank you for considering my comments.

In addition: if the US Government is still paying for logging and mining roads in government
owned lands, this should stop immediately.

The companies that log and mine should pay for these--and the roads should be held to
standards that minimize damage to the environment and

perhaps contribute to fire protection. They are the only

beneficiaries of the roads. Also, if they must pay, there should be less demand for publicly
owned lands for their enterprises.

Sincerely,






COR352,

From: Earthjustice [info @ earthjustice.org] on behalf of Carol Halberstadt [carol @ migrations.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 2:41 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: RIN 0596-AC74: Colorado Deserves The National Roadless Rule

Jul 5, 2011

U.S. Forest Service
Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS, P.0O. Box 1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service,

As someone who cares about protecting America's pristine forests for future generations, I
strongly urge you to abandon the Colorado Roadless Rule, a dangerously weak proposal, and
replace it entirely with the stronger National Roadless Rule.

Colorado is home to seven National Forests, which contain some of the last truly unspoiled
lands in the country, including 4.4 million acres of pristine roadless areas. These lands are
a haven for wildlife -- home to many imperiled species, including the northern goshawk and
cutthroat trout. Many of Colorado's most important rivers have headwaters in roadless
watersheds -- providing drinking water to millions of Americans and Colorado residents.

Colorado's roadless and backcountry areas also provide world-class recreational
opportunities, which not only help sustain the state's tourism and recreation-based economy
but also its residents’' quality of life.

Unfortunately, the proposed state-specific roadless rule will only provide a high level of
protection for less than 12 percent of Colorado's remaining roadless lands, and also contains
several gaping loopholes that will allow more logging and road-building and exempts 20,000
acres of roadless areas so that the coal industry can bulldoze the land with roads and drill
it with holes.

Decades of road-building, logging, and mining have already degraded much of Colorado's
national forests, and less than a third remain as roadless areas. Roads fragment habitat and
bring pollution, noise, and noxious plants, which rapidly eat away at the territory left safe
for imperiled species. Roads also bring erosion and sedimentation, scarring sensitive
landscapes and muddying clear mountain streams.

The 2001 National Roadless Rule currently protects 50 million acres of pristine national
forests nationwide, sparing America's last unroaded lands from auction, bulldozing, and
commercial logging. The Obama Administration’'s Forest Service should not put forward a
watered-down roadless rule for Colorado that will jeopardize fish and wildlife populations
and clean water and threaten the recreational opportunities and other important benefits
provided by these lands. Colorado shouldn't have to accept weaker protections. It deserves
the same gold-standard protections afforded to the rest of the country under the

2001 National Roadless Rule.

I urge you to do what is morally and ethically right for our grievously wounded Earth--and
first, do no harm:

"Every twenty minutes a species goes extinct" (--Conservation International, June 2011)

"But ask now the animals, and they shall teach you; and the birds of the sky, they will tell
you. Or speak to the earth and it will teach you; and the fishes of the sea shall inform
you." (--Job 12:7-8)

Thank you for considering my comments.












CORS355.

From: Earthjustice [info @ earthjustice.org] on behalf of Linda Guthrie [Iroseguthrie @ gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2011 8:41 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: RIN 0596-AC74: Colorado Deserves The National Roadless Rule

Jul 6, 2011

U.S. Forest Service
Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS, P.0. Box 1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service,

As someone who cares about protecting America's pristine forests for future generations, I strongly
urge you to abandon the Colorado Roadless Rule, a dangerously weak proposal, and replace it
entirely with the stronger National Roadless Rule.

Colorado is home to seven National Forests, which contain some of the last truly unspoiled lands in
the country, including 4.4 million acres of pristine roadless areas. These lands are a haven for
wildlife -- home to many imperiled species, including the northern goshawk and cutthroat trout.
Many of Colorado's most important rivers have headwaters in roadless watersheds -- providing
drinking water to millions of Americans and Colorado residents.

Colorado's roadless and backcountry areas also provide world-class recreational opportunities,
which not only help sustain the state's tourism and recreation-based economy but also its
residents' quality of life.

Unfortunately, the proposed state-specific roadless rule will only provide a high level of
protection for less than 12 percent of Colorado's remaining roadless lands and also contains
several gaping loopholes that will allow more logging and road-building and exempts 20,000 acres of
roadless areas so that the coal industry can bulldoze the land with roads and drill it with holes.

Decades of road-building, logging, and mining have already had a degraded much of Colorado's
national forests, and less than a third remain as roadless areas. Roads fragment habitat and bring
pollution, noise, and noxious weeds, which rapidly eat away at the territory left safe for
imperiled species. Roads also bring erosion and sedimentation, scarring sensitive landscapes and
muddying clear mountain streams.

The 2001 National Roadless Rule currently protects 50 million acres of pristine national forests
nationwide, sparing America's last unroaded lands from auction, bulldozing, and commercial logging.
The Obama Administration's Forest Service should not put forward a watered-down roadless rule for
Colorado that will jeopardize fish and wildlife populations and clean water and threaten the
recreational opportunities and other important benefits provided by these lands. Colorado shouldn't
have to accept weaker protections. It deserves the same gold-standard protections afforded to the
rest of the country under the

2001 National Roadless Rule.

I do not understand why the Forest Service has let things get this far.
The Forest Service is supposed to protect our forests, not sell them out to the highest bidder.
The Obama Administration has been a big disappointment to people who care about the environment.

Taxpayers expect departments to do what they're supposed to do, not let slick schemes in the back
door while the picture at the front door is very different. ENFORCE ROADLESS RULES BECAUSE THAT'S
YOUR JOB.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,






COR356.

From: Earthjustice [info @ earthjustice.org] on behalf of Demosthenes Matsis [danmatsis @ hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2011 8:57 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: RIN 0596-AC74: Colorado Deserves The National Roadless Rule

Jul 6, 2011

U.S. Forest Service
Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS, P.0. Box 1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service,

Pell-mell exploitation of the Nation's Land Trust may temporarily satisfy profitiers and consumers,
but the artificially low energy prices will make it painfully difficult to return to the discipline
of conservation and balanced living.

As someone who cares about protecting America's pristine forests for future generations, I strongly
urge you to abandon the Colorado Roadless Rule, a dangerously weak proposal, and replace it
entirely with the stronger National Roadless Rule.

Colorado is home to seven National Forests, which contain some of the last truly unspoiled lands in
the country, including 4.4 million acres of pristine roadless areas. These lands are a haven for
wildlife -- home to many imperiled species, including the northern goshawk and cutthroat trout.
Many of Colorado's most important rivers have headwaters in roadless watersheds -- providing
drinking water to millions of Americans and Colorado residents.

Colorado's roadless and backcountry areas also provide world-class recreational opportunities,
which not only help sustain the state's tourism and recreation-based economy but also its
residents' quality of life.

Unfortunately, the proposed state-specific roadless rule will only provide a high level of
protection for less than 12 percent of Colorado's remaining roadless lands and also contains
several gaping loopholes that will allow more logging and road-building and exempts 20,000 acres of
roadless areas so that the coal industry can bulldoze the land with roads and drill it with holes.

Decades of road-building, logging, and mining have already had a degraded much of Colorado's
national forests, and less than a third remain as roadless areas. Roads fragment habitat and bring
pollution, noise, and noxious weeds, which rapidly eat away at the territory left safe for
imperiled species. Roads also bring erosion and sedimentation, scarring sensitive landscapes and
muddying clear mountain streams.

The 2001 National Roadless Rule currently protects 50 million acres of pristine national forests
nationwide, sparing America's last unroaded lands from auction, bulldozing, and commercial logging.
The Obama Administration's Forest Service should not put forward a watered-down roadless rule for
Colorado that will jeopardize fish and wildlife populations and clean water and threaten the
recreational opportunities and other important benefits provided by these lands. Colorado shouldn't
have to accept weaker protections. It deserves the same gold-standard protections afforded to the
rest of the country under the

2001 National Roadless Rule.

Thank you for considering my comments.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Demosthenes Matsis

302 W 90th St Apt 3b
New York, NY 10024-1642






























COR362.

From: Earthjustice [info @earthjustice.org] on behalf of Ruth Leibowitz [jackiepooh @ optonline.net]

Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 1:24 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: RIN 0596-AC74: Colorado Deserves The National Roadless Rule/God's Country-Please
Protect It.

Jul 5, 2011

U.S. Forest Service
Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS, P.0O. Box 1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service,

As someone who cares about protecting America's pristine forests for future generations, I
strongly urge you to abandon the Colorado Roadless Rule, a dangerously weak proposal, and
replace it entirely with the stronger National Roadless Rule.

It would be unconsionable to destoy our prescious natural beauty for absolutely senseless
purposes, or for that matter any reason at all. It is horrific to even put this into
consideration. It is outrageous.

These National Forests are the jewels our our planet, & to bring destruction, & devestation
to them is absolutely heartbreaking. How can this even be considered? How much more
devestation, & destruction must there be on our planet? It is shameful. There is so much loss
on our planet already, due to global warming, pollution, clear cutting, etc., & any more loss
in our world would tear our hearts apart. It really is a beautiful planet, & it is shameful,
& horrific how we are treating it. We must look around us, & see what is happening, & do what
we could to protect, & preserve our planet, & not destroy it any more. God created such a
amazing, & beautiful world for us to live, with such sweet, & prescious wildlife, & we must
respect it more, & treat it better, for it is a sin to destroy the world that the Almighty
created.

Please protect, preserve, & respect our planet, so future generations have a world with all
the natural beauty to endure, the creations of our Almighty God.

Colorado is home to seven National Forests, which contain some of the last truly unspoiled
lands in the country, including 4.4 million acres of pristine roadless areas. These lands are

a haven for wildlife -- home to many imperiled species, including the northern goshawk and
cutthroat trout. Many of Colorado's most important rivers have headwaters in roadless
watersheds -- providing drinking water to millions of Americans and Colorado residents. Our

creatures, & mankind depend on this habitat for survival, & healthy drinking water, & without
it, would be totally devestating, total destruction, & demise. Very sad.

Colorado's roadless and backcountry areas also provide world-class recreational
opportunities, which not only help sustain the state's tourism and recreation-based economy
but also its residents' quality of life.

Unfortunately, the proposed state-specific roadless rule will only provide a high level of
protection for less than 12 percent of Colorado's remaining roadless lands and also contains
several gaping loopholes that will allow more logging and road-building and exempts 20,000
acres of roadless areas so that the coal industry can bulldoze the land with roads and drill

it with holes.

Decades of road-building, logging, and mining have already had a degraded much of Colorado's
national forests, and less than a third remain as roadless areas. Roads fragment habitat and
bring pollution, noise, and noxious weeds, which rapidly eat away at the territory left safe
for imperiled species. Roads also bring erosion and sedimentation, scarring sensitive
landscapes and muddying clear mountain streams.







































COR374.

From: Colorado Environmental Coalition [info @ ourcolorado.org] on behalf of Trevor Ycas
[trevycas @ gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2011 10:12 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: Please protect Colorado's Roadless Areas

Fo re
Jul 6, 2011 Mo.b g &?

Colorado Roadless Comments
Dear Comment Team Roadless Comments,

I urge you to ensure that any rule it adopts is at least as protective as the National Roadless
Rule, which the Obama administration has defended in federal court.

Colorado's National Forest roadless lands include some of the state's largest and most critical
unprotected wildlands -- safeguarding important habitat and wildlife migration routes; securing
healthy watersheds; and providing world-class opportunities to explore Colorado's great outdoors.

To ensure that these valuable lands get the level of protection they deserve, a final rule must
ensure the following:

* Upper tier protections must be expanded and strengthened

The agency has identified more than 2.8 million acres for ‘'upper tier'

protections in one or another of its DEIS alternatives. These are areas known to have particularly
high wildlife value, important sources of clean drinking water for millions of downstream
Americans, and unique and outstanding recreational opportunities.

Well more than half of Colorado's roadless areas have the important, high-quality values that
warrant protection in an ‘'upper tier.' To adequately strengthen the proposed rule, all of these
lands deserve proteciton as upper tier lands.

In addition, all 'upper tier' lands must have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect
the entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must not
permit the use of 'linear construction zones' to facilitate pipelines, transmission lines, and
telecomm facilities.

* On all roadless forests priority must be given to the area's roadless qualities and
characteristics.

Even in the case where permitting allowable activities, protection of the area's roadless qualities
and characteristics need to be the agency's top consideration. Broad discretion to approve logging
projects in the backcountry must be tightened. New exemptions for roadbuilding to access yet
undeveloped water facilities and expanding authorities to allow 'linear construction zones' should
be prohibited on all roadless lands.

*Currant Creek (Priest Mountain IRA) should not be included in the North Fork Coal Area.

The State of Colorado got it right removing Currant Creek from the North Fork Coal Area. Currant
Creek is nowhere near any operating mine, and should not be included in lands that would facilitate
this activity. Currant Creek, and the adjacent Flattops/Elk Park (the Priest Mountain Inventoried
Roadless Areas), should be protected with ‘upper tier' status.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment. I support the protections embodied in the
National Roadless Rule and do not support managing Colorado's National Forests to a lower standard.
To ensure that any state-specific rule is at least as protective as this landmark conservation


















COR379.

From: Willard Clapper [wclapper @ sopris.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 9:50 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: Roadless Rule

I am writing this letter to ask that you do not diminish the protection for Colorado's Roadless
areas, my backyard. I am a 3rd generation Coloradan and live in the Roaring Fork River Valley. I
have spent all of my life hiking, fishing, camping and exploring the incredible roadless
backcountry around this area. The paths and permanent roads that do exist were the result of mining
and logging, with a bit of ranching thrown in. They are there as a result of the kind of
indiscriminate pursuit of wealth that was common and normal at the turn of the century.

There was no foresight given to what might exist in the future, just dig it, chop it, move it....on
and on. Because there were so few hardy souls who did this and the fact that they didn't have the
machinery to really reek havoc, the roads and trails are still pretty pristine, but they are there.
It is important to keep in mind that the numbers of people who use the backcountry today is huge
compared to that era. Increase usage means increased damage! The backcountry does not need more
roads (linear construction zones?) to further enhance access to those areas that truly are pristine
and must remain so.

Today, as we look back at what was, and looking at the nightmare that current o0il and gas
extraction is having on Western Colorado, we have to look into the future and decide if we want to
create more opportunities for mankind to further damage what is left of our wonderful wilderness.
Those who consider the backcountry nothing more than a storehouse for money-making materials have
little regard for wilderness concerns. They are focused upon the bottom line. if we look at the
damage the old time miners had upon the environment with the limited machinery they had, it takes
very little to imagine what might become of our backcountry when these immense and powerful
machines do their work...and what will be the result when they leave? Just look at the incredible
mess they leave at nearly every site that they work!

It is truly time to say, "NO!™ to any efforts to lessen the protection for our incredible

backcountry. Please do not give in to big business and fall prey to their lobbying efforts. We do
not have to open the backcountry up to this kind of potential disaster...protect it now!

Willard L. Clapper

011 Walter Rd
Basalt, CO 81621






COR381.

From: rkymtnangler@g.com

Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 9:05 AM
To: COcomments

Cc: Dennis Cook

Subject: Comments - Roadless Rule

July 7, 2011

TO: U.S. Forest Service
From: Dennis Cook

SUBJ: Colorado Roadless Rule

This is the third time I've offered my observations describing why Colorado needs a stronger Roadless Rule than perhaps other
states require. Each state’s Rule should reflect the unique natural resources, and their settings.

| was a Pennsylvania resident and sportsman who visited Colorado on a business trip, was overwhelmed by its beauty and spirit,
and moved here 28 years ago. My life has been better ever since and has continued to revolve around and be enriched by
Colorado’s outdoors. | hike, camp and fish, volunteer with the state parks and sensible conservation organizations and am an
active conservator who cares about Colorado’s future.

Colorado is the single richest coldwater resources state in the West. This fact is indisputable. But our water resources are
reaching their breaking point because of population growth, extractive resources development and infrastructure development.
This intrusion into the genesis regions of coldwater resources origins must be curbed...while also providing responsible
alternatives for continuing essential development.

The issue is “how much” and “where” should the line be drawn, and the answer at this prolonged juncture is the “upper tier”.
Sensible conservation organizations have intelligently surrendered many liberties to accommodate responsible development,
and now it should be clear to all that enough is enough. If we denude and damage now forested upper elevations, this will
cause further damage to the lower elevations habitats, water resources and wildlife/fish communities’ essential life processes.
This in turn will destroy the main reason why people move to live and vacation in Colorado...and also destroy one of our primary
economic engines.

Simply put...protecting only the proposed 562 acres is not responsible. The entire 4.2 million acres must remain free from any
development invasion.

Corporate industrial and infrastructure development needs can be satisfied reasonably without damaging the critical upper tiers.
This only serves interests of shareholders...and | happen to be a shareholder who gladly will concede significant share value to
help ensure upper tier protection.

The opportunity to establish a sensible outcome that will protect Colorado’s resources foundation rests in your hands. Please
make the “right” decision for Colorado's forest resources that public citizens have entrusted to your care. Corporate and
infrastructure private interests can and will survive quite nicely without wreaking this unnecessary intrusion into the upper tier.

Thank you.

Dennis Cook

4692 Brumby Lane
Fort Collins, CO 80524
(970) 372-9229



COR382.

From: Jamie Gomer [jamiegomer @yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 12:19 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

¥ -
Dear Comment Team [Decision Maker],
[-3 2
Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS merwxh Dv.de.

P.0. Box 1919
Sacramento, CA95812 9 :
Via email: COComments@fsroadless.org gyv1

Dear Land Managers:

The Final Colorado Roadless Rule needs stronger restrictions on logging and road construction in
roadless areas. The maximum distance allowed for road construction for fuel reduction should be no
more than one-quarter mile from roadless boundaries.

I support expanding the acreage in the Upper Tier and increasing protection of Upper Tier areas.
The Forest Service should combine Alternative 4 Upper Tier lands with Alternative 2 Upper Tier
lands to create meaningful protection for most of Colorado’s Roadless Areas.

Two loopholes in Upper Tier protections must be eliminated. First, all upper tier lands should have
NSO stipulations for future o0il and gas leases that cannot be waived, modified, or excepted.
Second, all linear construction zones should be prohibited in Upper Tier lands other than for valid

and existing rights.

The Forest Service should consider invalidating or appropriately stipulating gap leases to comply
with the National Environmental Policy Act. Any final environmental analysis must consider the
impacts of invalidating gap leases.

To comply with agency regulations and other laws, any final rule must require that gap leases
issued without appropriate stipulations will be invalidated or brought into compliance when the

2001 Rule is upheld.

The Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management must take affirmative steps to ensure that leases
issued in roadless areas after the 2001 Roadless Rule are not developed in violation of that Rule.

The Forest Service should not give the impression that illegal gap leases will be grandfathered by
a new Colorado Roadless Rule.

A Colorado Rule must be as protective of endangered species and their habitat as the 2001 Roadless
Rule.

Jamie Gomer
31 Thelma Ct.
E1l Jebel, CO 81623





















COR389.

From: Sara Ransom [durangoransom @ frontier.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 3:49 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: Protect our ROADLESS areas, please!

RE: what I've just learned about your proposal(s) with respect to roadless areas:

* Your proposed rule would allow logging up to 1.5 miles into roadless areas, or in some cases, over an
unlimited distance. Roads could be built a half mile into these areas. So called “linear construction zones”
(LCZs), a fancy name for a road, could be built for water projects, electrical and telecommunication lines, and
some oil or gas pipelines, facilities that simply do not belong in any roadless areas.

e Your rule would place 562,000 acres (of 4.2 million) in an “upper tier” category, under which logging and
road construction would be more restricted. But LCZs would still be allowed in such areas. And about 2.8
million acres of Colorado’s roadless areas are remote, relatively primitive, and deserving of upper tier
protection.

And here's who I am, and my comments on these proposals

I live in Durango, CO -- and what we DO is get out there and enjoy our national forest lands -- bushwhacking
on foot, exploring, sitting quietly, observing wildlife and fauna... We are exploring wilderness and NOT a
"park" with a few attractions saved for the public to enjoy. You allow roads such as LCZs in there, and a park
is what you've created, having destroyed the very essence of wilderness.

So..... the only kind of activities that should only be allowed in roadless areas --by definition, yes? -- should be
those that maintain or enhance the character of roadless areas.

Now.... Tunderstand the concern for fire threat, and the desire to allow logging to reduce danger to nearby
homes. Well, this kind of "logging" need be only the first quarter mile or so from areas needing protection from
fire.

Furthermore, a roadless area is a roadless area -- no roads! That means no road construction for water

projects in roadless areas.

In fact, in order to protect our threatened roadless areas, I request that more roadless areas be added to the
“upper tier," where they have more protection against logging and road construction. I understand that the
Forest Service has identified about 2.8 million acres that could be added to the upper tier.

While I'm at it, may I insist that electrical and telecommunication lines not be allowed in roadless areas,
especially in the upper tier areas. "Roadless” means.... no roads.

And since "roadless" means "no roads" may I also insist that road construction be prohibited on any oil and gas
leases in roadless areas. What can the oil and gas folks do to reach their locations? This: the oil or gas beneath
leased locations within roadless areas can be reached via directional drilling from places outside roadless areas.

Thank you.

Sara Ransom




































