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General Comment

Thank you for allowing the public to comment on Colorado’s Roadless Rule. I am a native of
Colorado, but lived elsewhere for many years before moving back in 2000. As a child I remember
many places that were wild but are now private and built up. Colorado is growing so fast that we
need to protect every bit of wilderness possible. In addition, the damage done by off road vehicles
is so fast and so great, that they should be banned from as many places as possible. Finally, there
is probably no greater threat to wildland quality as that of oil and gas drilling. Only roadless
protection provides protection from all of these assaults. Therefore, as a generalization, I urge you
to expand and strengthen “Upper tier” protections for all the 2.8 million acres the Forest Service
has identified in various Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) alternatives. These are
areas known to have particularly high wildlife value, are important sources of clean drinking
water for millions of downstream Americans, and offer unique and outstanding recreational
opportunities.

Closer to my home, | am quite disappointed that the Pike-San Isabel National Forest has such a
paltry amount of Upper Tier protection. While I am fortunate to live close to an area of Pike
National Forest that has relatively few roads, I am also close to once beautiful places such as
Jones Park and Frosty Park that have been utterly destroyed by off road vehicles. As such, I urge
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Public Comment Submission
on Rulemaking for Colorado Roadless Areas
Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement (RDEIS) and/or Proposed Colorado Roadless Rule

This document constitutes my submittal of written comments on the revised draft EIS and/or
proposed Colorado Roadiess Rule. | understand the USDA Forest Service will review and consider
these comments prior to finalizing the EIS and making a decision on the proposed roadless rule. |
further understand that these comments, including my name and address, will become part of the

public record.
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Public Comment Submission
on Rulemaking for Colorado Roadless Areas
Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement (RDEIS) and/or Proposed Colorado Roadiess Rule

This document constitutes my submittal of written comments on the revised draft EIS and/or
proposed Colorado Roadless Rule. I understand the USDA Forest Service will review and consider
these comments prior to finalizing the EIS and making a decision on the proposed roadless rule. |
further understand that these comments, including my name and address, will become part of the
public record.
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From: Sierra Club Membership Services [membership.services@sierraclub.org] on behalf of Norma
Groverland [nbigtree@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, June 03, 2011 2:52 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: Keep Colorado's Back Country Roadless!

Jun 3, 2011

Colorado Roadless Area Rule Public Comment Email CO
Dear Public Comment Email,

There are alternative fuel industires ready to go that do not rape the environment. Please
save our land for the future generations. |

More than a hundred years ago, President Theodore Roosevelt established our national forest
system as a legacy for future generations. Because of his vision, these public lands have
provided valuable habitat for fish and wildlife, clean drinking water for millions, and
unparalleled outdoor recreation opportunities for all to enjoy.

A century later, these national forests still stand because Americans have enthusiastically
embraced their protection and pushed back when special interests threatened them.

Now, we call on you to renew Theodore Roosevelt's commitment to our national heritage and
protect more than 58 million acres of pristine national forests by resolving to:

* Uphold the Roadless Area Conservation Rule that protects our last undeveloped national
forests.

* Suspend all commercial road-building and logging in inventoried roadless areas that
violates the rule.

Under the current proposal, only 13% of Colorado's roadless areas are given top tier
protection, thus leaving the remainder more vulnerable to new road building, drilling, and
development.

Colorado deserves more! Please expand top tier protection for our roadless national forests
in a manner that fully protects their suite of backcountry values, so that the water,
wildlife, and other bounties of our backcountry will be preserved.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Norma Groverland
16 Canyon View Rd
Boulder, CO 80302-9634
(303) 449-0304



From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Dianne Herber [diherber@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 8:24 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 106, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

COLORADO IS MY MOST FAVORITE VACATION PLACE. I GO THERE FOR THE BEAUTIFUL SCENERY AND FRESH
MOUNTAIN AIR. I SIT IN THE BACKCOUNTRY AND WATCH NATURE AND WILDLIFE. I DO NOT WANT TO SEE
DRILLING RIGS, LOGGING TRUCKS, BARE FOREST LANDS FULL OF TREE STUMPS, DIRT ROADS FULL OF
THRILL SEEKING 3 OR 4 WHEELERS. AND I DO NOT WANT TO BREATHE IN THE POLUTION THAT COMES FROM
THESE VERY THINGS! I WANT THE BEAUTY AND THE PEACE AND QUIET. AND I MOST ESPECIALLY DO NOT
WANT TO SEE CONDOS AND OTHER MAN MADE STRUCTURES SPOILING THE SCENERY, ALL THE IN THE NAME OF
"PROGRESS"g (This is not progress, but destruction of God's

country.){

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were ILLEGALLY ISSUED by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community."” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities,"” some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Brian Homka [alpha_rogue831
@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 9:53 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 20601 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases™

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

It is long overdue that alternative energy sources be developed.
Continually succumbing to the requests of the oil companies, removes virtually all incentive
to do so. For the sake of the environment, and consumers therzZmust be some finality to this

issue. | i

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community."” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones™) for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all “upper tier"
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From: Sierra Club Membership Services [membership.services@sierraclub.org] on behalf of Jake
Hodie [skicopmtn@aol.com]

Sent: Sunday, June 05, 2011 11:39 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: PLEASE Keep Colorado's Back Country Roadless!

Jun 5, 2011

Colorado Roadless Area Rule Public Comment Email CO

Dear Public Comment Email,

éColorado is such a beautiful state. PLEASE don't let that change. I say that because nothing
is guaranteed these days. Our beautiful state is under attack from the oil and gas lobbyists

as well as the OTV crowd.
And if they "win" then the wildlife, forests, environment, and residents lose!
Is it worth the risk to so many to please so few?!

NO MORE DRILLING!
NO MORE ROADS!
NO MORE OTV USAGE EXPANSION!

PLEASE think of our wildife. PLEASE think of the peace and quiet that so many of us wish for.
PLEASE think of the environment.
PLEASE think of the beautiful state Colorado is.

We need your, support to protect our wilderness. You have the power.

PLEASE help%More than a hundred years ago, President Theodore Roosevelt established our
national forest system as a legacy for future generations. Because of his vision, these
public lands have provided valuable habitat for fish and wildlife, clean drinking water for
millions, and unparalleled outdoor recreation opportunities for all to enjoy.

A century later, these national forests still stand because Americans have enthusiastically
embraced their protection and pushed back when special interests threatened them.

Now, we call on you to renew Theodore Roosevelt's commitment to our national heritage and
protect more than 58 million acres of pristine national forests by resolving to:

* Uphold the Roadless Area Conservation Rule that protects our last undeveloped national
forests.

* Suspend all commercial road-building and logging in inventoried roadless areas that
violates the rule.

Under the current proposal, only 13% of Colorado's roadless areas are given top tier
protection, thus leaving the remainder more vulnerable to new road building, drilling, and

development.

Colorado deserves more! Please expand top tier protection for our roadless national forests
in a manner that fully protects their suite of backcountry values, so that the water,
wildlife, and other bounties of our backcountry will be preserved.

Sincerely,

Mr. Jake Hodie
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Laura Cook [lauramcook@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 7:54 AM

To: COcomments
Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Jun 10, 2011

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases™

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 349 so-called "communities,” some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier"” roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must
not permit the use of "linear construction zones" to facilitate pipelines, transmission
lines, or telecommunication facilities.
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From: Sierra Club Membership Services [membership.services@sierraclub.org] on behalf of Patricia
Kaiser [ballerina030@yahoo.com]

Sent: Saturday, June 04, 2011 2:.07 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: Keep Colorado's Back Country Roadless!

Jun 4, 2011

Colorado Roadless Area Rule Public Comment Email CO

Dear Public Comment Email,

More than a hundred years ago, President Theodore Roosevelt established our national forest
system as a legacy for future generations. Because of his vision, these public lands have
provided valuable habitat for fish and wildlife, clean drinking water for millions, and
unparalleled outdoor recreation opportunities for all to enjoy.

A century later, these national forests still stand because Americans have enthusiastically
embraced their protection and pushed back when special interests threatened them.

Now, we call on you to renew Theodore Roosevelt's commitment to our national heritage and
protect more than 58 million acres of pristine national forests by resolving to:

* Uphold the Roadless Area Conservation Rule that protects our last undeveloped national
forests.

* Suspend all commercial road-building and logging in inventoried roadless areas that
violates the rule.

Under the current proposal, only 13% of Colorado's roadless areas are given top tier
protection, thus leaving the remainder more vulnerable to new road building, drilling, and
development.

It is essential that wild areas are protected from the exploitation of man because the wild
life require peaceful private safe existence in order to survive and reproduce. For example
the Lynx or Mountain lion and even the last jaguar that just passed last year require safe
privacy in order to have healthy off spring! It would be in the best interests of the animals
that have to travel long distances in order to find a mate, to keep a track of land free from
the intrusion of man to traverse from Canada, U.S., to Mexico in order to save the few
remaining dwindling numbers of protected species. It has been projected that by 2036 to 2050
more that 50% of all wild life will be permanently extinct due to man....... Please lets stop
this before its too late!

Colorado deserves more! Please expand top tier protection for our roadless national forests
in a manner that fully protects their suite of backcountry values, so that the water,
wildlife, and other bounties of our backcountry will be preserved.

Thank You for truly representing values that make a difference!

Sincerely;

Dr. Patricia L. Kaiser

Sincerely,
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Robert A. Mertz
[ramertz@access.mountain.net]

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 6:53 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support stronger protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

As a Biology, Wildlife Management and Environmental Earth Science teacher working in the
public school systems of several states, for thirty one years, 29 in West Virginia, I have
been teaching students as well as our two sons, the importance of a sustainable life style.

I want them to learn to live within the ecological budget of Earth. The quality of life for
the present and future generations depends on keeping the life sustaining diversity of our
complex life systems healthy. Although there are some impressive self-maintaining dynamics
at work to stabilize these systems, there are limits to their ability to correct for
continued stress. The geological record is full of evidence showing sudden drastic upheavals
and ecological disasters. We have no valid reason to believe that we humans with our huge
powers to alter the climate and ecosystems will not trigger another watershed shift in the
world's balance that will result in condition that renders the Earth unsuitable for human
life, or that degrades the quality of our existence to a much lower level. It is our duty as
the most powerful species to exist on this planet to use our might to protect the integrity
of our life support systems for the benefit of all living things, to do anything is the
extreme in narrow minded, short sighted self indulgent stupidity.

Our sons, and our beautiful two year old granddaughter, are the most important and joyful
parts of my life. Although both my wife and I have spent the greater part of our adult lives
interacting with young people as teachers, nothing comes close to the emotional intensity of
raising your own children. They are grown and mostly independent of us now, but our
commitment to them continues. Today the growth of the human population and the selfish
consumerism that is spreading over the Earth is endangering the future of all humans. Will
we be able to both save ourselves from self-destruction and maintain our freedom and
individuality? I have been teaching students the value of developing a sustainable culture
and personal life style for 31 years as a Biology and Environmental Earth Science teacher. I
hope that the knowledge I have gained from my masters degree in Biology as well as my
extensive reading have been delivered with the passion that I feel for the welfare of our
planet. Teaching is a powerful way to have a positive influence on the future, but many
issues are too important and too immediate to wait for the future. I am writing today about
one of these issues.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in

federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases™




CoRe?

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2601.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the
affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities,"” some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier”
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must
not permit the use of "linear construction zones" to facilitate pipelines, transmission
lines, or telecommunication facilities.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment. I support the protections embodied in the
National 2001 Roadless Rule and do not support managing Colorado's National Forests to a
lower standard. To ensure that any state-specific rule is at least as protective as this
landmark conservation tool, a final rule needs to expand and strengthen the "upper tier"
protections, must tighten the overly broad discretion that would allow logging far into the
backcountry and building of "linear construction zones," and ensure that Colorado's oil and
gas "gap leases™ are not developed.

Colorado's remaining wildlands provide clean water, abundant wildlife, and unsurpassed
recreation on a nationally recognized public landscape.

They are simply too great a resource to squander. The Forest Service's management of roadless
areas must match the Obama administration's commitment to strong environmental protections of
roadless areas.

Sincerely,

Mr. Robert A. Mertz
1205 Mulberry Rdg
Spencer, WV 25276-8561
(304) 927-5055



From: Sierra Club Membership Services [membership. servzces@s:erraclub org] on behalf of Laurel
Higgins [llhiggins@ionsky.com]

Sent: Monday, June 06, 2011 6:13 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: Keep Colorado's Back Country Roadless!
Jun 6, 2011

Colorado Roadless Area Rule Public Comment Email CO
Dear Public Comment Email,

We live adjacent to Roosevelt N. F. In Colorado. We support roadless areas for the next 7
generations & beyond. Short sighted needs drilling via leases will not solve our problems!
We should expand our solar, wind, & water resource generation as well as conserving our use
of resources is the only common sense solution!!

More than a hundred years ago, President Theodore Roosevelt established our national forest
system as a legacy for future generations. Because of his vision, these public lands have
provided valuable habitat for fish and wildlife, clean drinking water for millions, and
unparalleled outdoor recreation opportunities for all to enjoy.

A century later, these national forests still stand because Americans have enthusiastically
embraced their protection and pushed back when special interests threatened them.

Now, we call on you to renew Theodore Roosevelt's commitment to our national heritage and
protect more than 58 million acres of pristine national forests by resolving to:

* Uphold the Roadless Area Conservation Rule that protects our last undeveloped national
forests.

* Suspend all commercial road-building and logging in inventoried roadless areas that
violates the rule.

Under the current proposal, only 13% of Colorado's roadless areas are given top tier
protection, thus leaving the remainder more vulnerable to new road building, drilling, and
development.

Colorado deserves more! Please expand top tier protection for our roadless national forests
in a manner that fully protects their suite of backcountry values, so that the water,
wildlife, and other bounties of our backcountry will be preserved.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Laurel Higgins

188 Diane Ave
Black Hawk, CO 80422-4304
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Lynne Bailey
[lynnembailey@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 11:25 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 10, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

While this message is a duplicate of many you will receive, know that I strongly agree with
ALL of these provisions and am greatly concerned about preserving our national forests. They
are an extremely important resource for biodiversity, cleaning the air, and a national

treasure.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases™

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the
affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to

existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Thomas Keenan [grssrts09
@imaxmail.net]

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 6:52 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadiess Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

We are loosing so much precious wild lands and so many species every year, and with
populations continuing to swell around the world, it becomes more important than ever that we
do everything possible to preserve and restore our natural and wild areas. Clean water will
be impacted on the loss of many of our wilderness areas as time marches on, and future wars
will be fought over it. This miracle of life will not be supported much longer if we don't
reign in green house gases and preserve our wild and natural lands in abundance.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only

where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Arlene Malkin [auntiear@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 9:06 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 13, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

While I understand the need to access our natural resources, we must ensure that when doing
so we balance the needs of these resources with the need to protect the lands that provide
these resources. 1In order to do so, we must understand that our failure to do so will have
fatal consequences to the lands, wildlife and ultimately our planet; each are intricately
interdependent upon the other and we cannot forget that.

Once balance is not observed, a disastrous chain effect begins.

Literally, the lives of future generations depend upon it!

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless 1lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community."” The rule's proposed list includes more than 346 so-called "communities,” some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
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From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Helmut Steger [hjstrin@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 4:52 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in

federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new o0il and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community."” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities,"” some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier” roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must
not permit the use of "linear construction zones" to facilitate pipelines, transmission
lines, or telecommunication facilities.









COR92.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Richard Gale [rgale@ccsf.edu]
Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 4:52 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new o0il and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities,” some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
EXISTING rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier” roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all “"upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must
not permit the use of "linear construction zones" to facilitate pipelines, transmission
lines, or telecommunication facilities.






COR93.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Charles Blaisdell
[truthpro@roadrunner.com]

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 4:52 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

It is all too apparent that you are willing to bargain away the environment to corporate and
teabag interests.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases"”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 160 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless 1lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community." The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones™) for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to

existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future o0il and gas leasing and development. These areas must






COR94.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Nels Flesehr
[nelsflesher@hotmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, June 11, 2011 10:01 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 11, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

I spent two summers working for a forestry company in Washington state.

During those months I gained a realistic perspective of the balance between managing our
forest lands as resources and as wildlife habitat.

It may seem that in troubled economic times and in times of energy crisis we need to lean
more heavily toward resource extraction.

However, we must also consider HOW FAR the balance has shifted in that direction already.
Consider the continental United States. Colorado is one of the few places left on a once
abundant continent that is not severely altered and over-developed by industry and
agriculture.

Roadless areas are important. I recognize that my view may be radical, but so is the
situation in which we now live.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in

federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases™

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new 0il and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community."” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones”) for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to

existing rights-of-way.












CORO96.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Deanna Wiemar [Idyentity@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 1:30 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 10, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new o0il and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless 1lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community." The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to
existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier™ protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must
not permit the use of "linear construction zones" to facilitate pipelines, transmission
lines, or telecommunication facilities.












COR98.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Rhesa Olsen [rolsen5@ivytech.edul]
Sent: Saturday, June 11, 2011 1:02 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: I support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 11, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Doesn't it seem odd that you are the Forest SERVICE Team, and yet what you plan to do is a
DISSERVICE to the Forest of which you are supposed to protect?! If you do NOT ensure the
protection of the forest, you will have "worked" yourselves out of a job!!!

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado’'s valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases"

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy" on all new o0il and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless 1lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community." The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones™) for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to

existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier"” roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the






COR99.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Jeff Edeker [jeff@rhythm.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2011 4:52 PM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 9, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

C'mon damn-it. I have family that lives in Montrose and visit frequently.

It is BEAUTIFUL! Do you really want to ruin that for short term economics?

This land belongs to the people of Colorado and the United States, NOT the multi-national
corporations that want to rape it.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new oil and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"”
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the

affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 34@ so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to

existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the






COR100.

From: The Wilderness Society [action@tws.org] on behalf of Ruth Hardy [dingbat9@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 12, 2011 9:03 AM

To: COcomments

Subject: | support strong protections for Colorado's Roadless Areas

Jun 12, 2011

Forest Service Comment Team Forest Service Comment Team Colorado Roadless Rule/EIS P.0O. Box
1919 Sacramento, CA 95812

Dear Forest Service Comment Team Comment Team,

Our national forests are an essential part of our heritage, and our survival depends on
maintaining intact ecosystems throughout these lands.

Please accept these written comments on the proposed rule for Colorado's roadless national
forests. I urge the Forest Service to ensure that any rule be at least as protective as the
National 2001 Roadless Rule, which the Obama administration has supported and defended in
federal court.

To ensure that Colorado's valuable wild lands receive the level of protection they deserve, a
final Colorado Rule must be significantly improved in the following ways:

1) 0il and Gas Leases: The proposed Colorado Rule would allow development to go forward on
approximately 100 new o0il and gas leases in some of Colorado's best backcountry. These "gap
leases”

were illegally issued by the Bush administration after the Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001.
Any Colorado Rule must be accompanied by an agreement that applies "no-surface occupancy"
requirements for the approximately 100 oil and gas gap leases, or other guarantees that the
affected roadless areas are never damaged. Also, the Colorado rule must provide for "no-
surface occupancy” on all new oil and gas leases on all Forest Service roadless lands.

2) Logging: The proposed Colorado Rule contains an overly-broad definition of "at-risk
community.” The rule's proposed list includes more than 340 so-called "communities," some of
which are not even located on current State maps and may no longer be inhabited. This
definition of at-risk communities needs to be tightened to focus logging exemptions only
where needed.

3) Linear Construction Zones: I disagree with the draft Colorado Rule's allowance of road
building (euphemistically called "linear construction zones") for new developments. New roads
of any type should not be allowed to access or develop future water facilities, nor should
the "linear construction zones" be expanded to permit new transmission, utility, and
telecommunication lines. Any construction corridors on roadless forests must be limited to

existing rights-of-way.

4) Upper Tier Roadless Area Protection: Upper tier protections for roadless lands must be
expanded and strengthened. The draft Colorado Rule provides enhanced "upper tier" protection
for only 13% of Colorado roadless areas, despite the fact that well over half are known to
provide exceptional wildlife habitat, important sources of clean drinking water for millions
of downstream Americans, or unique and outstanding recreational opportunities. Further,
loopholes put even the few "upper tier" roadless areas at risk from oil and gas development,
pipelines, and transmission lines. A final Colorado Rule should ensure that all "upper tier"
lands and other roadless lands have strict No Surface Occupancy stipulations to protect the
entire roadless area from any future oil and gas leasing and development. These areas must








