an Cliff Loop Trail

The 2.6-mile Van Cliff Loop Trail,
the more rugged of the hiking trails,
leaves the campground near campsite
number 8. At the first fork, bear left for the
easier route. After crossing NC 209, the trail
climbs a 600-foot ridge and descends through
large hemlocks. The trail crosses a stream and
drops steeply through an area with boulders.

Spring Creek Nature Trail

A 1.2-mile loop trail called Spring Creek
Nature Trail traces the edge of a creek and
circles the campground. Hikers can listen to the
sound of water cascading over rocks and wander
through jungles of rhododendron. Pick a spot on
one of the boulders lining the creek or cool off in
a deep pool in the stream.

Wildlife and é
wildflowers

As you travel the bor-

great blue
heron scoping
the water for trout.

In the forest, you . !
may see a wild turkey spread-
ing its plumage, deer grazing, }
or a ruffed grouse scurrying 4
through crackling leaves.
You can view vibrant wild-
flowers such as lady's
slipper and trillium.

Spencer’s Overlook

Named after a retired Forest Service
employee, this 0.1-mile trail offers a majestic
view of the Spring Creek gorge. A bench is
available for sitting and gazing.

trillium

Rocky Bluff's history

Rocky Bluff Campground's land was owned
previously by Robert Brooks, who sold the land
to the National Forest Reservation Commission
on July 30, 1935. Brooks' small farm included
15 acres of cleared land, fruit trees, one dwell-
ing, five sheds, a barn, and a small cemetery.
The cemetery remains as a reminder of the
former residents. You can visit the cemetery
near campground site 29.

Today the tract is part of the Pisgah Na-
tional Forest, managed by the Forest Service.

Other attractions

Close to the campground are the Appala-
chian Trail and the French Broad River. The
town of Hot Springs offers natural hot mineral
baths and massages to those who would like
relief from life’s stresses.

Directions to campground

From Asheville (40 miles): Take U.S. 19/23 N
to U.S. 25/70 NW toward Marshall and Hot
Springs for about 30 miles. At junction of U.S.
25/70 and NC 208, take a left and continue on
U.S. 25/70 to Hot Springs. From Hot Springs,
take NC 209 for 3 miles. Rocky Bluff Camp-
ground is on the left.

From Waynesville (40 miles): Take NC 23/74
NE for about 2 miles to NC 209 NW for 33
miles. Rocky Bluff Campground is on the right.

For more information

Appalachian Ranger District
Hot Springs Station

P.O. Box 128

Hot Springs, NC 28743
(828) 622-3202

National Forests in North Carolina website:
www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
R8-RG 325 Revised November 2003

ROCKY BLUFF
CAMPGROUND

a best-kept secret

~ ¥ 0,\!,,,

olitude is the best word to
describe the camping experi-
ence at Rocky Bluff Camp-
ground. The 30 camping sites
are secluded, and the surroundings offer
great mountain vistas and a creek that
invites trout anglers to its waters.

USDA Forest Service
Appalachian Ranger District
Hot Springs Station
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ocky Bluff Campground is
the perfect mountain
getaway for visitors who
seek quiet and solitude
amid nature’s picturesque surround-
ings. Tucked away off NC 209 near
Hot Springs, the campground 1s one
of the best kept secrets in the
national forests in North Carolina.

What's offered

Dates Open: May 1 to October 31.

Fee: $8 a night per site, on a first-come, first-
served basis, 30 sites,14-day limit for visit.
What sites offer: Parking spur, picnic table,
tent pad, and fire grate.

Other amenities: Running water and flush
toilets in center of campground’s lower loop;
nearby is a picnic area with 10 tables (no fee for
day-use.); amphitheatre.

rainbow trout

Get your fishing pole

Spring Creek attracts anglers hoping to snag
trout, especially rainbow trout.

And you won’t have to worry about others
taking the prime fishing spots. Even on week-
ends, plenty of places can be found to cast your
line. Just sit back and enjoy the solitude and
sounds of nature.

Hot Springs

3 miles

Waynesville

32 miles x

Brooks
Cemetery

Spencer's *
Overlook “
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