
 
October 11, 20 l1 
George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
 
5 I62 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

 
Subject:  Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington  National Forest Draft Land 
and Resource Management Plan 

 
Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

 
I strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George 
Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help 
protect the drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the 
forest. 

 
Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural 
gas from "deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial 
process used to develop natural gas from deep shale--including  drilling, well completion, distribution, 
and waste management-- have been linked across the country to contaminated  shallow drinking water 
aquifers and polluted streams by spills and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government 
reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press accounts document these impacts. These problems 
are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West Virginia and other states where deep shale 
gas recovery is ongoing. 

 
Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the 
documented negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess 
the safety of fracking itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its 
risks and enactment of appropriate safeguards to protect local communities. 

 
The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their 
drinking water supply from the impacts of gas development.  In total, 40 local governments and civic 
organizations adopted resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking 
water quality and supply. These local governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we 
understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, Shenandoah  County, the City of Harrisonburg, 
and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service to ban or place a moratorium on 
horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

 
Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National 
Forest plan. With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the 
Forest Service's proposal to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible 
precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

 
I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural 
resources it provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
 


