
Letter#  624 
October 7, 2011 

 
Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forests 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA  24019 

 
Dear Supervisor Hyzer, 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Land and Resource Management Plan and draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the George Washington National Forest (GW). 

 
The GW is one of the very few places in the eastern United States where large areas of relatively 
undisturbed, mature forest still exist.  These forests and the remote settings they provide must be 
protected. 
In addition to the public benefits they provide (clean air & water, unique recreation opportunities, etc.), 
many wildlife species that need large geographic areas (e.g., black bears, bobcats, raptors) or habitat 
conditions found here (e.g., forest breeding birds, salamanders) depend upon these special habitat 
areas. 

 
The draft plan identifies 372,000 acres of potential wilderness area", or PWA.  Prohibiting timber 
sales and new roads in the 242,000 acres of the PWA (the inventoried roadless areas) is a very 
positive and important step.  However, the draft plan does not give the same protection to 80,000 or 
more acres of PWA.  The entirety of all the PWA should be protected from timber sales and road 
construction. 

 
Creating wilderness study areas (WSA) is an excellent means for protecting these large, remote 
forests.  I am disappointed in the meager recommendations for WSA in the draft plan.  Each of the four 
areas recommended are important, but three need to be increased in size.  The 9000 acre 
recommendation for Little River is a fraction of the 30,200 acres in its PWA.  Similarly, the 5000 acre 
recommendation for Rich Hole Addition should be increased to protect the entire 12,165 acre PWA, 
and the 6000 acre recommendation for Ramsey'  Draft Addition should be increased to protect the full 
19,072 acre PWA. 

 
Just as importantly, many other areas of the GW are very worthy of WSA designation.  No 
wilderness exists in the Lee RD, and part of the Big Schloss PWA should become WSA.  Several 
other areas in the North River RD should become WSA, including Beech Lick Knob PWA and many 
PWA on Shenandoah Mountain.  Laurel Fork in Warm Springs RD is a truly unique and special place 
deserving to be WSA. 

 
Iam also concerned about rare and uncommon species and natural communities in the GW.  
Special Biological Areas or similar designations should be assigned to all areas, in their entirety, 
that have been recommended for protection or special management by the Virginia Division of 
Natural Heritage. 

 
Last, annual timber harvest levels in the G W have generally declined since the current plan was completed 
in 1993.  This is a welcome trend.  I believe the draft plan's objective for annual timber harvest should 
reflect the most recent harvest levels (approximately 610 acres in 2010), and be lowered considerably 
from the recommended range of 1800-3000 acres/year. Thank you for considering my comments. 
Sincerely, 


