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Big Creek Lakes Campground Receives Influx of Young Trees 

 
(WALDEN, Colo.)  May 22, 2012 – Recent tree planting and campground cleanup efforts at Big 

Creek Lakes Recreation Site on the Parks Ranger District have set the stage to welcome visitors back to 
an ever-changing landscape, but one still full of breath-taking beauty and public enjoyment 
opportunities.  The area features lake-access day use, as well as two campgrounds and is a popular 
destination on the Routt National Forest. 

Over the past couple of weeks, 900 three-year old trees, Engelmann spruce and lodgepole pine, 
were planted to supplement the natural regeneration already occurring on the site. 

The trees originated from seed collected in the area and were grown at the USFS Bessey Nursery 
in Halsey, Ne. 

Shade tolerance and many other things, were considered regarding planting location of the 
trees.  Other factors included elevation, spacing, the creation of privacy buffers for campsites and the 
reduction of noise from nearby roads. 

The East Loop of the Recreation Site received the bulk of the new trees, as it had been closed 
since 2008 while contractors and crews cleared beetle-killed hazard trees from the area.  Installation of 
a new toilet and replanting trees to provide shade and wind protection for visitors are big parts of the 
restoration effort at the East Loop.  Driveways and sites will also be re-graveled and reconditioned this 
spring before the East Loop opens for the 4th of July weekend. 

Although the East Loop may look barren at first glance, a closer look reveals many young 
lodgepole and spruce trees, both planted and naturally growing, as well as a variety of other vegetation 
and wildflowers. 

Prior to the opening of the newly-planted campgrounds for the season, and with the help of 
volunteers, the Forest Service will be installing tree shelters to help with protection and visibility of the 
small trees.  Timely precipitation and the cooperation of Forest users in respecting the recently planted 
areas are just two of the many factors that will affect tree survival. 

Evidence of past, successful rehabilitation efforts, the West Loops of Big Creek Lakes Recreation 
Site received similar hazard tree removal treatments over the last several decades and is now thick with 
young trees.  In fact, regrowth in that campground has been so good that vigorous young trees had to 
be thinned by Forest Service and Rocky Mountain Youth Corps crews last summer to encourage their 
growth and health.  Natural regeneration is clearly evident in this part of the recreation area. 

Natural regeneration is the preferred method of reclaiming thinned or cut units by the USFS, but 
efforts such as the current planting are often used to supplement and kick start regrowth. 

Many USFS recreation sites, like campgrounds, have seen a significant decline in vegetative 
cover in the last few years.  The change in appearance is almost exclusively due to the need for beetle-
killed hazard trees to be removed.  Several sites have had to be closed for extended periods of time due 



to public health and safety concerns.  The planting of new trees will help with the overall recovery of the 
areas, including aesthetics and increased species diversity. 

While it will be impossible to replant the millions of acres devastated by beetles over the last 
decade, the U.S. Forest Service is taking steps towards forest rehabilitation by planting trees in priority 
locations and encouraging natural regeneration.  
 As roads open and snow recedes, visitors are encouraged to check the status of Parks Ranger 
District recreation sites by calling 307-723-2700 or by stopping by the District Office at 100 Main St. in 
Walden between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Recreation site information may also be 
found on this website, http://fs.usda.gov/mbr, or you can follow the Medicine Bow-Routt National 
Forests and Thunder Basin National Grassland on Twitter, @MBRNFsTBNG. 
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