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	Dear Interested Citizen,
	


The enclosed draft memorandum describes a proposal by the Inyo  FILLIN  (fill in the blank) \* MERGEFORMAT National Forest, Mammoth Ranger District, to issue the Town of Mammoth Lakes a special use permit to contruct and maintain a “Gateway Monument” along the Highway 203 coridor.   The proposal is located in Mammoth Lakes, CA between Sawmill Cutoff Road and the Mammoth Ranger Station on the north side of Highway 203, NW1/4 NE1/4 Sec 35 T3S R27E.
My preliminary assessment is that this proposal falls within a category of actions listed in the Forest Service NEPA regulations (36 CFR part 220) that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and there are no extraordinary circumstances that would preclude use of the category (36 CFR 220.6(e)(3)— “Approval, modification, or continuation of minor special uses of NFS lands that require less than five contiguous acres of land.”). 
This comment period is intended to provide those interested in or affected by this proposal an opportunity to make their concerns known prior to a decision being made by the Responsible Official.  Those who provide comments or otherwise express interest in the proposal by the close of the comment period will be eligible to appeal the decision pursuant to 36 CFR part 215 regulations.

How to Comment and Timeframe

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments concerning this action will be accepted for 30 calendar days following publication of a notice in the Inyo Register.  The publication date in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period for this proposal.  Those wishing to comment should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. The regulations prohibit extending the length of the comment period.  

Written comments must be submitted to: Jon Kazmierski, District Recreation Officer, Mammoth Ranger District, Inyo National Forest, P.O. Box 148, Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546. The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are:9am to 4pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. 

Oral comments must be provided at the Responsible Official’s office during normal business hours via telephone 760-924-5503 or in person, or at an official agency function (i.e. public meeting) that is designed to elicit public comments.  Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc) to jkazmierski@fs.fed.us.  In cases where no identifiable name is attached to a comment, a verification of identity will be required for appeal eligibility. If using an electronic message, a scanned signature is one way to provide verification.  It is the responsibility of persons providing comments to submit them by the close of the comment period.  Individuals and organizations wishing to be eligible to appeal must meet the information requirements of 36 CFR 215.6.

Sincerely, 

Jon Regelbrugge
District Ranger, Mammoth Ranger District, Inyo National Forest
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