
 
DRAFT 

ALSEA STEWARDSHIP GROUP 
MEETING NOTES 

February 27, 2012    3:00 to 5:00 pm 
USFS - Waldport 

 
Attendees: 
 

Name Affiliation Name Affiliation 
Ross Holloway Facilitator Viva Worthington SNF - CCRD 
Dan Segotta SNF - CCRD Jeff Uebel SNF - CCRD 
Jackie Nichols Cascade Pacific RCD Paul Engelmeyer Audubon/TWC 
Elmer Ostling AWC Linda Johnston AWC 
Stan Steele Alsea Sportsmans 

Association 
Tom Davis AWC 

Andrew Kittel AWC Mike Kennedy Siletz Tribe 
Cyndi Karp AWC Fran Recht PSMFC 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Review Notes and Agenda 
Notes of the January 23 meeting were accepted as submitted. 
 
Project/Agency Updates 
Forest Service, Dan Segotta and Jeff Uebel 
 All stewardship projects submitted from last year’s project application cycle have received 

approval from the Regional Forester. 
 District Silviculturalist Position – Eric Werner has been selected.  Eric is coming from the 

Clearwater National Forest, and is expected to start on April 9. He has good experience and 
knowledge of the systems in use on the Siuslaw. 

 A reorganization of the Fire staff at the Forest level resulted in the Central Coast Ranger 
District picking up two experienced folks for the pre-sale crew. 

 The Missouri Thin timber sale has been prepared and cruised and will be offered for sale in 
April. 

 The watershed planning process for the Mill-Wright-Beaver basins will be starting soon.  
Jack Sleeper will be the project lead for the process. 

 In response to a question about blowdown from recent windstorms, Dan reviewed how 
timber sales are designed to accomplish ~50% of the desired snag and down wood creation 
at the time the sale is operated.  Monitoring then occurs to evaluate the additional that is 
created through other influences, such as windstorms. 

 Jeff reported that US Fish and Wildlife Service is expected to release a Draft EIS with critical 
habitat designations for the northern spotted owl soon.  This document is expected to 
include a plan for control of barred owls, but have not heard what control methods will be 
included.  USFWS website should have information when the DEIS is available. 

 
 
 



CPRCD, Jackie Nichols 
 Planning to close out the current five-year agreement with the Siuslaw National Forest on 

June 23, 2012. Several projects have been extended, and knotweed projects funding will be 
increased by 10% to allow accomplishment of more work. 

 Andy reported that the riparian planting work on the Canal Creek project has been 
completed. 

 
Alsea Watershed Council, Tom Davis 
 Tom updated the group on two projects that might become Wyden applications in the 

future: 
1. The AWC Board approved proceeding with the pipe replacement project on Benner 

Creek.  It has been determined that a bridge will be required at the site, not a pipe. 
2. Board also approved the Cougar Creek pipe projects.  Planning and design work will start 

soon. 
 
Other Updates and Announcements 
 Cyndi Karp announced that she had submitted proposed changes to ODFW on two sports 

fishing regulations. 
 Andy informed the group that the Izaak Walton League is working on two different projects: 

1. A trail through the slough area. 
2. An adventure event using the forest landscape. 

 Fran announced that the Port of Newport is having a hearing about a proposal from a group 
from Washington state that want to export raw logs from the Port.  Cyndi commented that 
we need to look at the economics of raw log exports. 

 The group had a discussion on the topic of what issues are relevant to the Group’s mission.  
Each member is responsible for bringing topics that are relevant to the purpose for which 
the group was formed, i.e. stewardship activities on national forest land or that directly 
benefit national forest lands, and the associated economic, environmental and social 
benefits.  It was agreed that each month’s meeting agenda should include a separate 
section for “Announcements”, those being topics and issues which don’t necessarily directly 
relate to the Group’s mission or business. 

 
Outreach Fund Allocation Discussion 
 Ross provided an overview of the various ideas for allocation $1500 in outreach funds that 

came from the January discussions and group member input since that meeting. 
o Promotional brochures for the Lincoln SWCD/Lincoln County invasives control 

programs:  This was proposed at the January meeting.  Ross reported that he 
received an e-mail from Josh “retracting” this proposal in favor of funding additional 
Five Rivers project outreach. 

o Additional printing and distribution of the “Lincoln County Rural Living Handbook”.  
Also proposed at the January meeting.  Josh also “retracted” this proposal for the 
same reason. 

o Work on the Alsea Watershed Council web page.  Proposed at the January meeting.  
The group discussion resulted in identifying a desired funding amount of $750 for 
this project. 

o Support for the costs of printing of a monitoring summary document.  Proposed at 
the January meeting.  Ross clarified that this was not being included in this year’s 



multi-party monitoring project, as indicated in the January meeting notes.  Ross also 
explained that the Siuslaw Stewardship Group is requesting the other groups to 
allocated a portion of their outreach funds towards this common need.  That group 
has deferred a decision on allocation of their funds until the other groups have 
decided on whether and how much to allocated to this project.  The Hebo group has 
allocated $250, and the Marys Peak group has not allocated any funds at this time. 

o Additional support to the ongoing outreach efforts in the Five Rivers area.  Prior to 
this meeting, Fran sent an e-mail proposing to allocate $1500 to this effort. 

 The group discussed pros and cons related to the three main proposals (AWC website, 
monitoring summary document, and Five Rivers outreach). 

o Concerns were expressed about the Five Rivers outreach efforts.  Some feel that 
there has not been adequate communication between the staff (Karen Fleck-
Harding and Steve Trask) and the Alsea Watershed Council. Concerns have arisen 
regarding discussions about beaver release plans in the area.  Jeff clarified that the 
USFS, APHIS and OSU are cooperating and funding a research effort (Jimmy Taylor) 
to evaluate potential beaver reintroduction sites and the likelihood of success.  
Beaver release appears to be a controversial issue with some landowners and is 
creating some conflict as the Five Rivers outreach efforts proceed. 

o Group discussed various pros and cons of using web based outreach, such as web 
pages and electronic newsletters versus brochures and other written materials.  
Andy commented that print media is the most expensive option.  Paul observed that 
there are really two different purposes for outreach efforts being proposed.  One is 
to inform decision makers about the need to reauthorize stewardship contracting 
authority, and the other is to connect with landowners for potential Wyden projects.  
These may require different approaches to be successful. 

o Ross provided more specific discussion points about the monitoring summary 
document from the Siuslaw group discussions.  Their intent is specifically focused on 
providing information to decisionmakers while stewardship authority 
reauthorization discussions are underway in Congress.  This is a time sensitive 
proposal, since materials will need to be available in the next 4-6 months to support 
this effort.  Viva commented that the Marys Peak group may not have fully 
understood these points when they decided not to fund the monitoring summary 
document. 

 Mike Kennedy made a proposal to allocate $250 to the monitoring summary document, 
$750 to the AWC web page, and $500 to the Five Rivers outreach.  After further discussion, 
Mike amended his proposal to allocate $500 to the monitoring outreach document, and 
defer a decision on allocating the balance of the $1500 until more information was 
available.  The group reached consensus on the amended proposal. 

 
Future Agenda Items 
 Elmer suggested that the group consider how to plan for future thinning entries in stands.  

Ross pointed out that this topic could fit well with a future field trip.  Chandra LeGue is 
having discussions with Norm Johnson (OSU) and Jerry Franklin about a field trip to look at 
forest management on the Siuslaw forest.  One topic they are interest in is what future 
harvests will look like, and how will we deal with the need for regeneration harvests in the 
longer term. 

 



Future meeting dates 
 March 19  3:00 – 5:00 PM Fall Creek Hatchery 

o Agenda items:  Continue outreach fund discussions, report on planning for a 
workshop on northern spotted owl habitat/thinning effects, report on Wyden 
project application subcommittee work. 

 April 16  6:00 – 8:00 PM USFS – Waldport 
o Ross reported that he will be out of town and not available for this meeting.  Jane 

Barth will provide facilitation for this meeting. 
 May 21  6:00 - 8:00 PM  Alsea Public Library 
 
The group expressed an interest in recruiting additional organizations and individuals to 
participate.  Specifically, it was noted that the Oregon Department of Forestry does not have a 
representative at the table.  Also need to identify other key partners that would add value. 
 
Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm 
 
 


