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Siuslaw Stewardship Group 
Meeting Notes 
April 5, 2012 

 
Attendees: 
 

Name Affiliation Name Affiliation 
Ross Holloway Facilitator Dan Segotta SNF 
Liz Vollmer-Buhl SWC Viva Worthington SNF 
Johnny Sundstrom Siuslaw Institute Chandra LeGue Oregon Wild 
David Eisler SWC Mike Kennedy Siletz Tribe 
Jackie Nichols CPRCD Sarah Peters Wildlands CPR 
Link Smith Oregon Dept of Forestry   
 
The meeting began at 1:05 PM. 

Review Notes and Agenda 
The participants approved the February 2, 2011 meeting notes as drafted. 

 
Current Process/Project Updates 
Forest Service, Dan Segotta 
 FS roads were hit hard by March storms.  Some “snowdown” has been cleared using 

woodcutting permits, and work is still ongoing on other roads.  Mostly alder that is down 
due to heavy wet snow. 

 District Ranger vacancy – A large pool of candidates has been narrowed to six finalists, 
who are being interviewed this week.  On April 11, there will be a video-conference with 
each finalist where they will present information about themselves and answer questions.  
FS partners (including SG participants) are invited to attend at either Waldport or 
Reedsport offices. 

 FS Budget – SNF budget for this year is $400,000 less than last year.  The forest has 
requested more funds from the Region.  The Region has proposed a “deal” whereby the 
forest can receive an additional $200,000 appropriation in exchange for making $200,000 
in future retained receipts available to cover a potential shortfall on the Colville NF.  The 
Colville is pursuing an innovative stewardship project under special authority, which 
could result in expanding stewardship project opportunities for all.  There is some risk 
that this project will not generate enough retained receipts to pay for all the work.  The 
$200,000 provided by the Siuslaw would “guarantee” this project.  It is possible that only 
a portion, or none of the Siuslaw funds will be needed.  If Siuslaw retained receipts are 
needed, they will come out of the FS project portion in a future year, not the Wyden 
project portion. 

 District Silvilculturalist – Eric Werner will start in the position next week.  He comes 
from the Nez Perce NF in Idaho, and has previous experience on the Umpqua and 
Ochoco NFs. 

 Northern spotted owl workshop – The idea for this workshop began with the release of a 
paper on thinning and flying squirrel habitat last year.  Michelle Dragoo is coordinating 
with Supervisors Office and researchers to put it together.  Scope will include an 
overview of relevant research work in the region, and then bring it back to what it means 
for the Siuslaw NF.  Will likely include information on other species research, such as 
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red tree voles, barred owls, etc.  Will be a 3-4 hour afternoon or evening workshop in late 
summer or early fall.  Possible locations include OSU or the Fall Creek Hatchery 
Research Center.  Planning to accommodate about 50 attendees, a combination of SG 
participants and SNF staff.  It was suggested that the FS consider making it available by 
video-conference to a larger audience, or recording it for others to view. 

 North Fork Siuslaw EA – 30-day comment period had concluded, and comments have 
been received and addressed.  Expect a decision notice in the next week, which will start 
the 45-day appeal period.  A large number of comments were received from one 
individual, who is a retired FS employee from Montana. 

 Five Mile-Bell – Anticipate the EA being out in late April. 
 Categorical Exclusions – As the result of a national level law suit, there have been 

changes to the appeals process and review period for categorical exclusions that require a 
decision memo. 

 
SWC – Liz Vollmer-Buhl 
 The finalist candidate for the Aquatic Project Manager position will be here for site visit 

in May.  The person has expressed an interest in the work of the stewardship group. 
 Expect to have the new Restoration Crew Leader on board by next week, so additional 

work should be accomplished by the end of April. 
 Impact of the recent flood events has increase the demand for riparian planting. The 

January storm took out some areas previously planted. 
 
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) Involvement with SSG – Link Smith 
 Link introduced himself as the District Forester for ODF, and indicated he was attending 

today to visit with the group more about their interest in ODF management.  He asked the 
group what they were most interested in. 

 Dave Eisler commented that he has seen some of the work taking place on ODF land and 
would like to see and discuss forest management and also local employment issues 
related to ODF operations.  Link explained that state contracting rules make it difficult to 
limit contract to local businesses. 

 The group agreed that it would be best to do some sort of field trip to look at ODF lands, 
possibly preceded by a presentation on how state forests are managed (legal mandates, 
plans, etc). 

 Looking for opportunities to collaborate on projects was also identified as another goal. 
 The group also discussed the importance of more closely connecting with ODFs work 

with private landowners (the work of ODF Stewardship Foresters), so that potential 
projects and partnerships can be identified. 

 Link committed to attending more meetings in the future, and will follow up with Ross 
on a potential field trip once he has had a chance to visit with his staff. 

 
Stewardship on the ODNRA – Viva Worthington 
 Viva was joined by Sarah Peters of Wildlands CPR to discuss the possibility of SSG 

involvement in emerging efforts to deal with invasive species on the NRA. 
 Jody Phillips, OHV user representative and Sarah have identified a common interest in 

reducing the impacts of invasives that are destroying the dunes. 
 One option for getting a process underway to address this issue would be to expand the 

project area of the SSG to include the entire ODNRA.  Currently, only the northern 
portion of the NRA is within the SSG area. 
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 A second option would be to form a new stewardship group with a project area that 
encompassed the entire ODNRA.  This option could result in an overlap of project areas 
(the northern portion). 

 Regardless of which option the FS employs, Jody and Sarah are planning to form a non-
profit “Friends of the Dunes” group. 

 The group discussed a number of considerations and concerns relative to the two options 
presented: 

o Expanding SSGs project area would mean a broader geography and the need to 
hold meetings in more diverse locations. 

o Attendance for an expanded SSG would probably increase significantly and topics 
of interest would likely broaden. 

o Overlapping SG areas if a second group was formed is acceptable and would 
require coordination on specific projects. 

o Revenue sources on the ODNRA are different, but there is some potential for 
generating retained receipts. 

o It will be important to approach the appropriate watershed councils with projects. 
 After considerable discussion, the group reached consensus as follows… 

o SSG participants are not supportive of expanding or “annexing” their project area 
southward to include the entire ODNRA. 

o SSG participants do support the formation of a stewardship group for the ODNRA 
with a portion of the project area overlapping with the SSG area. 

 
 
Outreach Funds Allocation Discussion 
 Ross summarized the status of discussion regarding the monitoring summary doscument 

and outreach fund allocation commitments that the other groups have made to this 
project.  Alsea group committed $500 and Hebo group committed $250. 

 Jackie and Chandra reported discussion they have had about Oregon Wild contracting to 
do the work to design and produce the document.  Chandra estimates that for ~$750, they 
can design a tri-fold type document and print the first 200 copies. 

 There was also discussion about the possibility of SWC or CPRCD being able to do the 
work.  After more discussion, it was agreed that Oregon Wild seems to have the right 
combination of staff and software to be best suited to doing the work. 

 The group reached consensus to contribute $250 of their outreach funds towards this 
effort, to be combined with $250 each from ASG and HSG. 

 The group reached consensus to defer a decision on allocation of the balance of their 
outreach funds ($1250) to a future meeting. 

 Jackie provided the group with a draft outreach project application and discussed 
formalizing the outreach funding allocation for the future.  This concept has been 
discussed with both ASG and HSG and received support. 
 

Future Meeting Dates/Field Trips 
 May 3 – Next regular monthly meeting.  Jane Barth will be filling in for Ross.  Agenda 

items to include: 
o Review of May 7 Roundtable agenda and develop group input. 
o Outreach fund allocation discussion and decision. 
o Update on development of document by Oregon Wild. 
o Update on Wyden project application revisions. 
o Field trip planning updates. 
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 June 7 – Regular monthly meeting 
 Dan reported that Stu Johnson is working with Corvallis staff on the possible field trip 

with Norm Johnson and Jerry Franklin. 
 Ross will be following up with Link Smith about the possible field trip to look at ODF 

management. 
 The group is also interested in visiting an active stewardship timber sale if that possibility 

arises in the upcoming operations season. 
 Dave Eisler would like to see a topic at a future meeting focused on herbicide use on FS 

lands.  How does the FS decide when and where to use chemical versus manual methods?  
Would like to see a presentation on the FS “decision tree” for this type of decision. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:10 P.M. 


