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The El Yunque National Forest warmly welcomes 

you!  We provide the following information to help 

you have a safe and enjoyable camping experience. 

What To Expect 

Camping in a tropical rain forest will 
be a different experience.  The to-
pography is steep and vegetation is 
extremely dense. The Forest re-
ceives between 100 and 200 inch-
es of rain per year, depending on 
the elevation.  This amount of rain 
can result in very wet and muddy 
conditions. 

Campers must be aware of weather forecasts at all 

times. Hurricane season begins on June 1st and 

ends on November 30th. 

There are no developed campgrounds available.  
 

Recommended backpack camping areas are: 

El Yunque trail; Rio Blanco/Rio Sabana Trail; 
La Coca/El Toro/Tradewinds trails ( Wilderness spe-
cial rules apply). 
 
Recommended car camping locations are: 
PR 930 at Molindero Grande (pillars). 
 

Backpack Camping at Primitive Campsites: 

Primitive camping means there are no toilet facili-
ties, treated water, picnic tables or other amenities 

available on site. 

Permits 

A Permit is required to camp in the forest and 

should be processed prior to camping date. There is 

no fee required.  Permits are issued at the El Portal 

Rain Forest Center located at road PR191 km 4.0 

from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday or 

by calling (787) 888-1880.  Permits are also availa-

ble at our forest webpage:   www.fs.usda.gov/

elyunque   

There are limited campsites available. 
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Camping Season 

Camping on the forest is allowed year round. 

Night Time Closure 

Road PR 191 is closed each night at La Coca Falls, km 8.2.  The 

gate is opened at 7:30 AM and is closed at 6:00 PM  You are 

welcome to backpack camping in several locations near road PR 

191, with a permit. 

 

Camping Guidelines 

Have  an approved Permit and use only the recommended  

primitive campsite locations. 

Length of stay is limited to 14 days.  Group sizes are limited 

to 8 persons or less. 

Tents must be located at least 30 feet away from trails and 

streams, and at least 50 feet from roads and developed 

picnic areas. 

Open campfires are not permitted.  Build fires only in fire 

rings or grills, or use camp stoves. 

 

Cutting of trees, shrubs, branches or other vegetation is not 

permitted. 

Do not wash in streams or ponds.  Use a bucket or wash pan 

away from streams or ponds. 

Avoid making loud noise at night. Operate any audio devices, 

at a low volume, so as not to disturb other Forest visitors 

and wildlife. 
 

Practice Leave No Trace   Skills and Ethics 
 

Plan ahead and prepare 

Travel and camp on durable surfaces 

Dispose of waste properly 

Leave what you find 

Minimize campfire impacts 

Respect wildlife and vegetation 

Be considerate of other visitors 

Waste Disposal 

Pack out all trash and dispose in garbage cans and 

waste bins off the Forest.  Do not dispose of human 

waste in streams.  Bury feces using the cat hole 

method: dig a shallow hole in the top 6 to 8 inches of 

soil at least 100 feet away from streams, camp or 

trails and cover waste with soil.  Urine does not need 

to be buried but should be kept away from streams, 

campsites and trails. 

Safety Alerts 

Be aware of potential flash floods near or 

in rivers and streams. 

There are few poisonous plants, shrubs 

and trees in the Forest, be aware of them. 

 

Mongooses are the principal 

carrier of rabies in Puerto 

Rico, avoid all contact with 

them. 

Have a plan about your camper use activi-

ties and share it with Forest Service camp-

ing official.  

Always be aware of current weather condi-

tions, alerts and warnings  specially during 

hurricane season (June 1– Nov 30). 

There is limited cellular phone coverage 

inside forest. 
 

Boots, rain gear and insect repellent are 

recommended. 
 

Camping alone is not advisable or safe. 
 

In Case of Emergencies   Dial 911  or 

contact Forest Service personnel. 
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