
Wilderness Investigations Teacher Workshop Agenda 
Dates: June 14 & 15, 2012 OR June 18 & 19, 2012 

Golden, CO 

Day 1 (6/14 & 6/18) 
9:00  Introductions 

• Sponsors (Ralph & Jason), instructor (Steve) 
and participants 

• Meeting space logistics (Ralph) 
• Workshop themes, goals and outcomes 

 
9:30  Activity: What do I know about wilderness? What 
is    my fondest wilderness memory? 

• Solo brainstorming 
• Sharing/discussion 

  
9:45  Place-Based Learning & Wilderness Education 

(Reflection & Discussion) 
• What is place-based education? 
• What should wilderness education consist 

of? 
• Why connect WI with PBE? 

 
10:15 Wilderness in My Backyard: Part 1 (Jason/NPS) 
 
10:45 Break 
 
11:00 Wilderness Investigations (Introduction) 

(Outdoors if possible) 
• What is the Arthur Carhart National 

Wilderness Training Center? 
• Past wilderness education efforts 
• The changing educational landscape 
• WI Goals 

o Overview 
o Grades 5 - 8 focus and adaptable 

 New WI for Elementary Students 
being developed this summer 



 WI Extensions for high school 
students being developed by high 
school students this fall 

• WI PowerPoint: The Power of Wilderness 
o WI Sections & Elements 

 
11:30 Wilderness Investigation #1 

• Classroom Investigation (Part 1) 
o The Wilderness Act (Part 1: 

Study/explore) 
 
12:00 Lunch 

• On-site depending on morning location 
 
12:45 Wilderness Investigation 
  NOTE: Place names on slips of paper for 
Wilderness    Giveaway drawing. 

• Classroom Investigation (Part 2) 
 
1:45  Wilderness Resources for Educators 

• Introduction to Wilderness.net  
• Wilderness Giveaway (Drawing) 

 
2:00  Wilderness Investigation 
  NOTE: Away from the classroom 

• Wilderness Hero #1 
• Brainstorm other wilderness heroes 

 
3:15  Break 
 
3:30  American Values/American Wilderness 

• View and discuss film 
o Part of WI #3 (Viewing Guide)  

 
4:30  Closings: Making sense of the day 

• Discussion: What we’ve learned? 
• Questions 
• Prepare for Day Two 



 
5:00  Day One Concludes 
 
 
Day 2 (6/15 & 6/19/12) 
9:00  Tips and Techniques for Expanding the 
Classroom    to Include the Outdoors (from WI) 
 
9:30  Wilderness in My Backyard: Part 2 (Ralph/USFS) 
 
10:00 Wilderness Investigation 

• Local Investigation #1 
o Individual/Team field projects 

• Field lunch 
o Talk about Wilderness Profile element 

of each section. 
 
1:45  Wilderness Investigations Delivery Options   
  (Discussion) 

• The old way of delivering educational 
materials (printed materials only or printed 
materials with minimal training) 

• Brainstorm ideas (electronic, download what 
you use, webinars, establishing a WI online 
community, others) 

 
2:30  Return to Classroom 
 
3:00  Presentation Preparation 
 
4:00  Group Presentations 
 
4:45  Workshop Closings & Paperwork 
 
5:00  Workshop Concludes   
 
 
 

 


