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The Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands is seeking public comment on a proposed land exchange between The Nature Conservancy, a Not for Profit Corporation and the Forest Service.  The primary purpose of the Cain Creek Land Exchange exchange is to consolidate land ownership where private and National Forest System (NFS) lands are intermixed and acquire black footed ferret habitat in the Conata Basin.  
The Federal parcels proposed for exchange are located across the Buffalo Gap National Grassland from the Towns of Hots Springs to Kadoka.  All legal descriptions reference the Black Hills Meridian and are in Fall River, Pennington, and Jackson Counties, South Dakota.  Lands are described as follows.
Federal lands to proposed for conveyance to The Nature Conservancy:
	Parcel No
	Acres
	County
	Township/Range
	Section

	111
	359.22
	Fall River
	T10S, R2E
	1

	112
	160.0
	Fall River
	T10S, R6E
	10

	113
	120.0
	Fall River
	T10S, R6E
	13

	114
	34.15
	Fall River
	T10S, R6E
	18

	115
	160.0
	Fall River
	T11S, R4E
	11

	116
	160.0
	Fall River
	T11S, R4E
	24

	117
	160.0
	Fall River
	T11S, R4E
	26

	118
	160.0
	Fall River
	T11S, R4E
	27

	119
	74.11
	Fall River
	T11S, R4E
	28

	120
	160.0
	Fall River
	T10S, R6E
	24

	124
	40.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R8E
	8

	125
	160.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R8E
	9

	126
	160.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R8E
	10

	127
	160.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R9E
	8

	128
	160.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R9E
	9

	129
	160.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R7E
	14:15

	132
	120.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R4E
	18

	133
	40.0
	Fall River
	T9S, R2E
	26

	134
	40.0
	Fall River
	T12S, R8E
	8

	204
	80.0
	Jackson
	T2S, R19E
	28

	205
	160.0
	Jackson
	T2S, R22E
	34

	206
	160.0
	Jackson
	T3S, R18E
	9

	210
	196.88
	Jackson
	T3S, R21E
	30

	218
	80.0
	Jackson
	T3S, R21E
	29

	219
	160.0
	Jackson
	T3S, R21E
	29

	130
	114.12
	Pennington
	T1S, R10E
	30

	213
	159.62
	Pennington
	T1S, R16E
	2

	214
	160.0
	Pennington
	T3S, R13E
	15

	215
	79.42
	Pennington
	T3S, R17E
	4

	216
	80.0
	Pennington
	T4S, R16E
	16

	217
	83.9
	Pennington
	T4S, R17E
	16


Containing 4,101.42 acres, more or less.  
Non-Federal lands proposed to be conveyed to the USA:   
	Parcel No.
	Acres
	County
	Township/Range
	Section

	P-1
	1658.54
	Pennington
	T4S, R14E
	8,9,16,17,19,20,21

	P-2
	240.0
	Pennington
	T4S, R14E
	10,11

	P-3
	80.0
	Pennington
	T4S, R14E
	10

	P-4
	160.0
	Pennington
	T3S, R16E
	4

	P-5
	160.0
	Pennington
	T4S, R16E
	10

	P-6
	160.0
	Pennington
	T3S, R16 E
	35

	P-7
	40.0
	Pennington
	T3S, R15E
	1


      

*If needed for equalization purposes.

     

 Containing a total of 3129.62 acres more or less.
If the appraised values of the Federal and non-Federal properties are not equal, parcels will be removed until values are equal.  The proposed land exchange would comply with the Land and Resource Management Plan 2001 Revision, Nebraska National Forests and Associated Units.
This proposed land exchange would be in the public interest for the following reasons.  1) The exchange would result in establishment of a logical and manageable private and National Grassland property boundaries by exchanging isolated parcels of both public land and consolidating the non-Federal land with large blocks of National Grassland minimizing potential conflicts between private property owners and management of the Buffalo Gap National Grassland.  2) Acquisition of the lands in the Conata basin to enhance black footed ferret habitat.
We invite your comments on this project.  Written comments should be addressed to:

Nebraska National Forest and Grasslands

Attn: Cindy Hockelberg

125 North Main Street

Chadron, NE 69337

Fax: 308-432-0309
You may also send comments via electronic mail to: 

comments-rocky-mountain-nebraska@fs.fed.us

Please indicate “Cain Creek Land Exchange” in the subject line. 

Comments may be hand-delivered to the Fall River Ranger District, 209 River Street, Hot Springs, SD 57747; Wall Ranger District, P.O., Box 425, Wall, SD 57790, or the Supervisors Office, 125 N. Main, Chadron, NE 69337 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Federal holidays.

Comments are requested by July 30 2012.

Sincerely,

	STEPHEN LENZO
Acting Forest Supervisor
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