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Changes to the Red Rock Pass program are a result of an extensive public involvement outreach 
during 2011.  We believe these changes are responsive to public desires and carries out the purpos-
es of the Federal Lands Enhancement Act.  Consultation with the Arizona Recreation Resource Ad-
visory Council also helped influence modifications to the program and to allow for continued revenue 
to be collected for the management and conservation of forest land in the Red Rock area. 

In 2012, the public can expect to see a significant reduction in the acreage of the existing 
standard amenity fee area which includes two smaller fee areas and seven standard amenity fee 
sites, with no changes in the actual user fee.  Actual acreage has been reduced by 93 percent 
from 160,000 acres to 11,000 acres.  

The Red Rock Pass will be required in two corridor areas and seven individual sites.  The 
two corridors include: a several mile stretch along State Route 89A from Midgley Bridge north to 
Bootlegger day use area in Oak Creek Canyon; and secondly, State Route 179 from Bell Rock 
Vista & Pathway north to Back O’ Beyond Road. Recreation sites within the corridors include: 
Huckaby Trailhead, Bootlegger, Banjo Bill and Halfway day use areas in Oak Creek Canyon; 

and Cathedral Rock, Little 
Horse, Courthouse Butte, 
Yavapai Vista, and Bell 
Rock Vista Trailheads 
along SR 179.

Individual sites outside 
the two corridors include: 
Honanki, Palatki and V-V Heritage Sites, and Doe/Bear Mountain, Boynton Can-
yon, Baldwin and Jim Thompson Trailheads.

The Coconino National Forest will continue to work with the public and the Ad-
visory Council to provide updates on the implementation of the fee area changes. 

Red Rock Pass
Fee area reduces significantly

See loose insert for this map enlarged.

Hikers along Bell Rock Pathway head south toward Courthouse Butte and Bell Rock.

Over the last year, much has been accom-
plished by Coconino National Forest employ-
ees, our partner agencies, and the volunteers 
we are so grateful to work with.

From rehabilitation and recreation, to wa-
tershed and restoration projects, the work is 
ongoing and ever present, as it takes a collab-
orative effort to care for this beautiful land and 
preserve the precious resources our national 
forests provide each of us.

In 2011, we were able to aid the healing of 
the Schultz burn area, and begin to restore the 
watershed function, soil in the area, and thou-
sands of acres of wildlife habitat were affected 
by the fire that began in June 2010.

More than $5 million was expended on rehabili-
tation and emergency response efforts that in-
cluded heli-mulching, road and trail repairs, seed-
ing, debris dam removal, protection of watershed 
resources, falling hazardous trees and much more.

Work has also progressed on the Four For-
est Restoration Initiative—a collaborative effort to 
restore forest ecosystems along the Mogollon Rim 
on portions of four national forests, including the 

Coconino, Kaibab, Tonto 
and Apache-Sitgreaves. 

Restoring the forest 
ecosystems will  mean 
treating approximately 
30,000 additional acres per year  over the span of 
20 years, with the introduction of fire and increased 
mechanical thinning.

Engaging new industry will be vital so the cost 
of restoration can be covered by the value of wood 
products that are removed.

Also in 2011, the Coconino Resource Ad-
visory Committee—comprised of community 
members who represent many different interest 
groups ranging from industry, environmental 
groups and elected officials, to local residents 
and tribal representatives—worked with the For-
est Service to identify and recommend a handful 
of projects that improved lands on the forest.

Specifically, 20 projects, at a total of more 
than $1.4 million, were recommended and 
implemented that improved roads, trails, soil 
productivity, forest ecosystem health, water-
sheds and streams, and wildlife habitat.

Many of those projects are still under way 
in 2012 and continue to improve lands on the 
Coconino National Forest.

Much more work has been accomplished 
that  couldn’t  be included in this report, but I 
hope you catch a glimpse in this report of the 
Forest’s exceptional programs, work, and col-
laboration, as well as all the things that Co-
conino National Forest has to offer.

For more information and ongoing updates 
on forest activities and accomplishments, visit 
us online at www.fs.usda.gov/coconino.

Rehabilitating the Land

Restoring the Forest

Working With the Public

Reporting to the Stakeholders



Over the past few de-
cades, the availability and 
capability of OHVs has 
increased tremendously.

That’s a good thing. More 
Americans are enjoying 
access and recreational op-
portunities on their national 
forests and grasslands.

However, the increase in 
OHV use also affects soil, 
water, wildlife habitat, and 
other recreational visitors.

Today unmanaged rec-
reation, including impacts 
from off-highway vehicles, 

Travel Management
Across the Forest

TRAVEL MANAGEMENT
FAST FACTS

=TMR was implemented in April 
2012.

=TMR affects only motorized use—
it does not restrict hiking, biking, 
horseback riding or other non-
motorized activities.

=TMR is a starting point for 
management of motor vehicle 
use. This means that there 
will continue to be additional 
motorized route planning and 
changes made to motorized use 
in the future.

=Unless otherwise specified, 
motorists can park up to 30 feet 
from the side of the road.

=In designated camping corridors, 
motorists can park up to 300 feet 
from the side of the road.

=The Forest currently consists of 
3,097 miles of roads (the distance 
from LA to NY) and 39 miles of 
motorized trails.

=Motorized cross-country travel is 
prohibited, except for: 

} Motor vehicle use under 
written authorizations, such as 
contracts, permits (e.g. special 
use, fuelwood permits, etc.). 
} Over-snow vehicles. 
} Retrieval of elk (only) is 
authorized up to 1 mile from 
designated roads in units 6A, 
6BN, 6BS, 7E, 7W, and 8.
} The Cinder Hills OHV Area.
} Any fire, military, emergency, or 
law enforcement vehicles.
} Use of a road or trail that 
is authorized by a legally 
documented right-of-way held by 
a State, County, or other public 
road authority.

represents a threat to our nation’s forests. 
In April 2012, the Coconino National Forest 

implemented a national policy called the Travel 
Management Rule (TMR).

This rule designates a system of roads in the 
forest that are open to motorized travel, and pro-

hibits motorized cross-country 
travel—a practice that has 
led to destruction of sensitive 
riparian areas and has cre-
ated new paths and roads 
scattered across the forest.

TMR will help protect the 
forest while still providing for 
extensive travel throughout 
the land.

Free Motor Vehicle Use 
maps are available at each 
Ranger Station, which show 
the network of roads that 
are open and the types of 
vehicles that are suitable on 
each route (4x4 vs. passen-
ger vehicles).

A forest user goes cross-country, destroying grass-
land area. In turn, this begins to create a new road 
that others will later use for travel.

The Flagstaff District hosted a field event with 
7th and 8th graders of 
Mount Elden Middle 
Schools, Alpine Lead-
ership Academy (ALA) 
November 22.

More than 70 stu-
dents and teachers 
ventured to the north 
end of the Schultz 
burn to investigate 
and research the en-
vironmental impacts 
of the burn as well as 
plant several hundred 
trees. 

Over the spring 
and summer of 2010, 
the teachers of ALA 
and employees of Co-
conino National For-

Healing Schultz
Students help plant 100s of trees

7th and 8th graders from the Alpine Leadership Academy con-
duct Schultz Fire research.

est identified several study areas in the various 
burn intensities (low, 
medium, high and 
severe) where the 
students would study 
the effects of fire to 
native plants, intro-
duction of nonnative 
plant species and 
overall observation 
and monitoring of the 
effects of fire to the 
local ecosystem.

The study areas 
included plots within 
each of the areas of 
burn intensity (low, 
medium, high and 
severe).

The students also 
took soil samples 

in each area, which will later be analyzed for 
mineral composition.

In addition to the ALA events, the District 
has hosted several student field days this fall 
in the Schultz burn area.

As of December 2011, a total of 94 Flag-
staff Unified School District students had 
assisted with planting nearly 400 trees in the 
Schultz burn area.

This photo was taken several days after the Schultz Fire be-
gan on June 24, 2010 and shows the devastation of such cata-
strophic wildfires.

Students from Ponderosa High School help plant saplings in 
the area burned during the Schultz Fire.
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Coconino Quick Facts
Coconino NF created on July 2, 1908
by President Theodore Roosevelt

Comprised of 1,821,495 acres

Elevations range from 2,600’ to 12,633’

One of six National Forests in Arizona. 
Others include Apache-Sitgreaves, 
Coronado, Kaibab, Prescott, and Tonto. 
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Lightning-Caused Fires

Human-Caused Fires
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This past year, crews and volunteers closed the gap on the Ari-
zona Trail that lies within the Coconino National Forest.

The majority of work occurred during the National Trails Day vol-
unteer event in June 2011, when 275 people constructed 1.5 miles of 
trail on the San Francisco Peaks Section (Section #34).

For additional information about the Arizona Trail, 
visit www.aztrail.org. 

Arizona Trail
Gap completed on the Coconino!

Logan’s Crossing is the informal name given to a 
stretch of the Rio De Flag off Townsend-Winona road 
where birders with the Northern Arizona Audubon Soci-
ety have recorded up to 166 different species of bird. 

This high elevation riparian area is habitat for a wide 
variety of species and aquatic vegetation rarely found 
around Flagstaff. It is also culturally important; as nu-
merous sites and artifacts have been found in the area.

In 2011, the Forest Service began public outreach 
and the formal National Environmental Policy 
Act process for Logan’s Crossing.

The proposed action calls for a developed 
trailhead, a 1-mile natural surface interpretive 
loop, a disabled-accessible half-mile interpretive 
loop and a 3-mile recreation trail traversing a 
series of cinder hills that will provide excellent 
views of the riparian area.

The designated trails will provide a family-
friendly, educational and fun opportunity to 
experience the diversity of the landscape 
while protecting important habitat and 
vegetation.  A decision is expected in 
2012, and project managers hope to 
begin implementation in the summer.

The Northern Arizona Audubon will 
be partnering with the Forest Ser-
vice and Arizona Game and Fish 
to provide interpretive signs and 
maintenance through the Weed 
Warrior program.  This area 
may also be included in the 
Arizona Game and Fish 
Watchable Wildlife 
program.

Logans Crossing
Trail & Interpretive Loop

The Bald Eagle, Great Horned Owl, Great Blue Heron, Snow Goose, and Cinnamon Teal are only some of the birds one might see at Logan’s Crossing.

The U.S. Dept. of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, family status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income 
is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Person with dis-
abilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice & TTY). To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

US Department
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Photos of Coconino National Forest are online at www.flickr.com/photos/coconinonationalforest.

For more information on Coconino National Forest, visit us online at www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino.

Mogollon Rim Ranger District
8738 Ranger Road, 

Happy Jack, AZ, 86024 
(928) 477-2255

Red Rock Ranger District
P.O. Box 20429, 

Sedona, AZ, 86341
(928) 282-4119

Flagstaff Ranger District
5075 N. Highway 89, 
Flagstaff, AZ, 86004

(928) 526-0866

Supervisors Office
1824 S. Thompson St., 

Flagstaff, AZ, 86001
(928) 527-3600

A helicopter drops mulch on the Schultz Burn Area in 
2011 to help the area heal and promote vegetation 
growth, as well as help stem flooding from rains.

Bombs

Away!!

Eagle photo by
Dan & Joy Cooper


