September 2006

Forest Plan Amendment No. 11:

Attached are replacement pages within the Monitoring Plan table in the Gila National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan, 1986. The pages represent the 2006 decision amending the Gila National
Forest Management Indicator Species (MIS) list to 10 indicator species. It was found that the 1986 plan
list was outdated and many of the species were not good indicators of change due to land management
activities. The 10 indicator species were selected to represent the major vegetation types potentially
affected by management actions.

Existing pages Replacement Pages
289 289, 289a

290 blank page, 290



Monitoring Plan

animals, and sensitive species.

High priority will be placed on
gathering base data where
management actions are likely to
result in habitat changes.

regulations. Assure that
wildlife habitat will be
maintained or increased
and that sensitive species
will be protected.

1. Single-season
monitoring

d) State listed:

1. Direct counts

2. Monitor trends in
habitat.

e) Sensitive Plants:

1. Direct counts

2. Monitor trends in
habitat

d) State listed:
Annually

e) Sensitive Plants:

Annually

Monitoring Percent

Method/Unit of Measuring Accuracy/ Variability that would
Items Monitored Intent Measure Frequency Precision reinitiate re-evaluation
WILDLIFE 1
Population and habitat trends of Evaluate trends and meet | ¢) Threatened and c) T&E Birds: +/- 20%; Variation in indicator
State and Federally listed plants, Federal and State Endangered Birds: Annually +/- 20% species above those

projected would result
in re-evaluation.
Monitoring as described
is tentative and
exploratory:
modifications may be
needed to better indicate
the effects of
management activities
on the wildlife resource.
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Monitoring Plan

Items Monitored Intent Monitoring Measuring Percent Variability that
Method/Unit of Frequency Accuracy/ would
Measure Precision reinitiate re-
evaluation
WILDLIFE 2 Evaluate May include, but not As required by +/- 20% Variation in
a) Population and habitat trends of management relationships of limited to the specific survey indicator
indicator species. effects of Forest | following: protocols. species above
) ) ) Management e Breeding Bird those projected
The following Management Indicator Species activities to Surveys would result in
(MIS_) anq Vegetati(_)n types associated with each habitat changes e Geo-Marine re-evaluation.
species will be monitored: and MIS Mexican Spotted Monitoring as
opulations. itori described is
Mule Deer Desert Shrub Pop Owl monlj[orlng ;
- . e New Mexico tentative and
Mearn’s Quail Plains Grass/Mtn. Grass loratorv:
— - - Department of Game exploratory:
Plain Titmouse Pinyon Juniper/Shrub and Fish aerial modifications
Mule Deer Oakland

Northern Goshawk | Ponderosa Pine

Mexican Spotted Mixed Conifer
Oowl

Hairy Woodpecker | Ponderosa Pine and Mixed
Conifer Snag Component

Black Hawk
Beaver

Low/Mid Riparian

Native Trout (i.e.
Rio Grande and
Gila Trout)
Beaver

High Riparian

Long-tailed vole Wet meadows/ wetlands

surveys and harvest
records

e GilaBird Area
Surveys

e Research work

e Gilatrout Recovery
Team monitoring

e Salmonid depletion
monitoring

e Count searches

e Line searches

e Goshawk nest
location monitoring

may be needed
to better
indicate the
effects of
management
activities on the
wildlife
resource.
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Monitoring Plan

Monitoring Percent
Method/Unit of Measuring Accuracy/ Variability that would
Items Monitored Intent Measure Frequency Precision reinitiate re-evaluation
RIPARIAN/AQUATIC
Riparian/aquatic condition. Assure improvement of Establish baseline data | Every five years +/- 15%; Sufficient progress is
riparian condition. on existing riparian +/- 15% not being made to meet

condition during the
first decade. Establish
20 aquatic sample
stations and complete
aquatic/fisheries
habitat evaluations.
Sample each station
during May, June, and
July every 5 years, in
conjunction with
Emlen and riparian
condition transects.

Establish 20 Emlen
survey transects on
lower Gila and San
Francisco Rivers under
5500 ft. elevation.
Establish 15 additional
transects in riparian
communities above
5500 ft. elevation.

Regional Riparian
Condition Goals found
in Forestwide Standards
and Guidelines.
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