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Stage II Fire Restrictions Now Official
Chadron- Effective immediately, the entire Nebraska National Forests & Grasslands are under Stage II Fire Restriction Orders due to extremely dry and hot conditions across the region and associated threat of wildland fires.  Districts covered include the Nebraska and Samuel R. McKelvie National Forests and the Buffalo Gap, Ft. Pierre, and Oglala National Grasslands which have already been in Stage I Fire Restrictions since March 28, 2012.
The following are prohibited on all lands managed by the Nebraska National Forests & Grasslands:

· No fires, campfires, charcoal grills or stove fires.
· No smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building.

· No explosives.
· No use of chainsaws or other equipment powered by internal combustion engines between 1:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.m.  Extreme caution must be used during acceptable hours, including parking and working in a cleared area.

· No welding or operating acetylene or other torches with open flames.
“Public safety is our primary concern for moving into a Stage II Fire Restriction Order,” said Jeff Abegglen, Acting Forest Supervisor.  “We need to eliminate as much risk as possible during these extremely dry conditions.  We also encourage visitors, as a precaution, to carry a fire extinguisher and a shovel when on public lands, and use caution if discharging firearms,” he said. Fireworks are also always prohibited from National Forests and Grasslands.
Travelers are reminded to follow Travel Management restrictions, including staying on designated roads and trails, only parking on bare spots and avoiding driving through tall grass that could spark from the catalytic converter. 
Violations are punishable as a Class B misdemeanor by a fine of not more than $5,000 for an individual or $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or both. 
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