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Monday, July 2, 2012 – 10:00 a.m. MST Fire Status Update  
 

Fire Acres % Contained Total Personnel 
Arapaho 82,187 5%  575 

 
 
News & Events for the Arapaho Fire: 
 

 A public meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. this evening at the 4 H Building/Fairgrounds in 
Wheatland  

 

Arapaho Fire:  Fire growth continued yesterday and last night due to strong northerly winds. Large 
fire growth potential remains today as a dry cold front passage will bring continued strong winds. 
The fire is expected to remain active in areas where a combination of dry fuels and wind is present. 
Last night, persistent gusty winds out of the north tested the fire in areas along the N and NW flank 
and in the Friend Park area; fire growth likely occurred during the evening hours, and there may be 
new threats to structures as a result.  
 
Firefighters are using a combination of direct and indirect firefighting strategies.  On the south and 
east flanks, firefighters continue to make progress with fire line construction and firefighters made 
good progress last night on the SW corner of the fire. On the S and SW flanks, the fire is moving into 
areas where the fuels are sparse. Predicted wind shifts to the SE this afternoon are expected to 
assist crews by keeping spread to a minimum, on the southern perimeter. On the west flank of the 
fire, shifting winds could create challenges with spotting, lofting fire brands and flare-ups near the 
fire line.  
 

Local Sheriff’s Departments and Emergency Management personnel are focusing on public 
safety, the securing of evacuated areas and protection of structures.  

 
“We understand the public is very concerned about the status of their private property and 

structures.  We want people to understand that we are not ignoring them; we simply have other 
immediate priorities associated with this fire that need to be addressed. We will make the 
assessments and notifications to property owners as soon as we can,” said Platte County Sheriff Steve 
Keigley. 
 
           
Evacuations: The Sheriff’s office has issued evacuations for Cottonwood Park, Friend Park, North Laramie 
Trailhead and Harris Park.  The community of Esterbrook is not included in the evacuations at this time.  
 
Closures: All Forest Service lands, recreation sites, roads and trails east of Esterbrook Road. Trails include 
Laramie Peak Trail (#602); North Laramie River Trail (#625); Friend Park Trail (#609); Harris Park Trail (#616); 
Roaring Fork Trail (#623); and Laramie Peak Trailhead; recreation sites closed include Esterbrook Campground 
and Friend Park Campground. 
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FIRE FACTS:  
 
Arapaho Fire: Started:  June 27, 2012  Cause: Under investigation Location: 28 miles NW of Wheatland, WY. 
Resources:   A total of 575 personnel assigned to the fire.  
 
SAFETY CONCERNS:  Heat exhaustion associated illness 
 
RESOURCE CONCERNS: Invasive species such as dalmation toadflax, cheatgrass and zebra mussel transported 
on equipment from other locations.  
  
WEATHER: Partly cloudy by this afternoon with a slight chance of thunderstorms. Temps 80 to 85 with 
minimum relative humidity near 15%.  Veering winds over the ridges W to NW 10 to 15 mph then SE 10 to 20 
mph with gusts to 25 mph in the afternoon. Slightly cooler conditions expected. A southwesterly flow aloft will 
continue through mid-week and as a result, a slight chance of thunderstorms are possible. 
 
TODAY’S EXPECTED FIRE BEHAVIOR: The potential for large fire growth continues to be high and extreme fire 
behavior can be expected.  Fire will easily transition from surface to crowning and spotting up to ¼ mile in 
advance of the flame front.  Wind speeds 20 mph or greater will promote extreme fire behavior and crown fire. 
Rate of spread is approximated to be ¼ mile per hour with surface fire and ½-1 mile per hour with crown fire. 
Probability of ignition is 70% under tree canopy and 90% in open stands. 
 
COOPERATING AGENCIES & PARTNERS: Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, the Wyoming State Forestry 
Division, Platte County, Albany County and Converse County; the Rawlins Field Office of the High Desert 
District of the Bureau of Land Management. 
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