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ABOUT THIS SCHEDULE 

The purpose of the Schedule of Proposed 
Actions (Schedule) is to provide a status report 
and short summary of project proposals that are 
undergoing, or will undergo, environmental 
analysis on the Finger Lakes National Forest.  
Issued quarterly, this Schedule is intended to 
provide the public with informal notice of 
proposed activities.  The publishing of this 
Schedule is required by Forest Service 
regulations for implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

An effort will be made to seek public input 
(called “scoping”) on proposed projects based 
on specific response to this Schedule.  Scoping 
may be in the form of letters, email requests or 
phone calls that will include more specific 
information in order for the public to provide 
meaningful feedback that may be incorporated 
into the environmental analysis process.  When 
required, legal notices announcing project 
decisions will be published in the Ithaca Journal, 
our newspaper of record.   

The Schedule lists projects by name, location, 
and a brief description of the proposal.  Also 
included is the scoping date (which indicates 
when public participation began or will begin), 
decision date, and the expected implementation 
date.   

Analysis which supports any decision is 
documented in either an Environmental 
Assessment (EA), or an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  Proposals which have been 
"categorically excluded" from documentation in 
an EA or EIS are supported by project files, 
which may or may not include a Decision 
Memo.  The analysis and decision documents 
are kept on file at the Hector Ranger District 
office and is available for your review.  

 

 

HOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED 

Your participation is important.  Read through 
the list of proposed projects.  If you want to 
provide site-specific comments on a project, get 
more information, or be placed on a project 
mailing list, either write or call using 1) the 
contacts listed at the end of the Schedule or;   
2) the project contact included for the specific 
project of your interest.  A generic statement of 
interest in all projects based on your review of 
this Schedule is not specific enough.  It is only 
through site-specific input that we can be 
responsive to and incorporate your concerns 
into project development.   

Walk in Requests:  Requests from the public 
occasionally require that the environomental 
analysis be completed with a short turnaround 
time.  This means that the analyses may be 
conducted and decisions made without prior 
listing in this Schedule.  Efforts for public input 
for such requests will be conducted as 
applicable in accordance to regulations.  An 
example of a walk-in request would be a short-
term special use permit for a recreation event 
on the forest. 

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE 

For more information about planning or projects 
on the Finger Lakes National Forest you may 
visit our website at: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/project_list.php?forest
=110920 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

If you would like more information on the projects described in 
this Schedule of Proposed Actions, contact: 

 

Colleen Pelles Madrid 
Forest Supervisor 
Green Mountain & Finger Lakes  
National Forests 
231 North Main Street 
Rutland, VT  05701 
802-747-6700  
 

Jodie Vanselow, District Ranger 
Hector Ranger District 
Finger Lakes National Forest 
5218 State Route 414 
Hector, NY  14841 
607-546-4470 
 

 

 

 

 
Dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Service 

This document available in large print upon request. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 

status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's 

income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact the USDA’s TARGET  Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD/TTY). 

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Bldg., 1400 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 202-270-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer. 
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Projects Occurring Nationwide

Green Mountain And Finger Lakes National Forests, Forestwide  (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

07/01/2012 to 09/30/2012

R9 - Eastern Region

- Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)

- Regulations, Directives, 
Orders

- Recreation management

In Progress:
DEIS NOA in Federal Register 
09/19/2008
Est. FEIS NOA in Federal 
Register 10/2012

Completed

In Progress:
215 Comment Period Legal 
Notice 06/05/2012

Expected:10/2012

Actual: 03/23/2012

Expected:08/2012

Noel Schneeberger
610-557-4121
nschneeberger@fs.fed.
us

Brenda Halter-Glenn
202-260-9400
bhalterglenn@fs.fed.us

Holly Knox
802-747-6718
hknox@fs.fed.us

UNIT - All Districts-level Units.  STATE - All States.   COUNTY - All Counties.  Nationwide.

UNIT - All Districts-level Units.  STATE - All States.   COUNTY - All Counties.  Agency-wide Rule.

UNIT - Green Mountain And Finger Lakes National Forest All Units.  STATE - Vermont.   COUNTY - Addison, 
Washington.  Towns of Lincoln, Warren, and Goshen.

Location:

Location:

Location:

01/2013

08/2012

06/2013

Gypsy Moth Management in the
United States: A Cooperative 
Approach

Land Management Planning 
Rule

North Zone Trail Relocations

Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)

The USDA Forest Service and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service are analyzing a range of strategies for 
controlling gypsy moth damage to forests and trees in the United States.

The Department of Agriculture proposes to promulgate a new planning rule, which will set out the process for 
development, revision, and amendment of National Forest System land management plans. 

The project reroutes parts of 2 separate trails (x-country ski routes that are part of the Catamount Trail system) to 
provide for trails that are more sustainable, less prone to erosion, easier to maintain & improve safety.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/wv/eis/

http://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=38923

Hector Ranger District

EIS

EIS

CE

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/wv/eis/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=38923
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Green Mountain And Finger Lakes National Forests     Hector Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than 
one District)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA 
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R9 - Eastern Region

- Research and Development

- Special area management
 - Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/08/2011
Est. 215 Comment Period Legal
Notice 07/2012

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 07/2012

Expected:08/2012

Expected:08/2012

Paul Widowski
607-546-4470 x312
pwidowski@fs.fed.us

David Bosch
802-747-6746
dbosch@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Hector Ranger District.  STATE - New York.   COUNTY - Schuyler.  Finger Lakes NF, Town of Hector.

UNIT - Hector Ranger District.  STATE - New York.   COUNTY - Schuyler.  Military Lot 8 on the north side of 
Searsburg Road opposite the end of Grove Road, and in ML 13 on the west side of Wardner Corners Road.

Location:

Location:

08/2012

10/2012

Butternut Seed Orchard

Engel Hay Harvesting Special 
Use

Establish a butternut seed orchard within Grassland for Wildlife Management Area to develop disease resistant 
trees. Area occupied by the orchard is estimated to be 250 feet x 250 feet.

Hay harvesting in existing fields on two tracts of NFS land in Grassland for Wildlife MA. One field is in Military Lot 
(ML) 8 on the north side of Searsburg Rd. opposite the end of Grove Rd; the second is in ML 13 on the west side 
of Wardner Corner.

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=38006

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=33891

CE

CE

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=38006
http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=33891
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Summer Happenings 
The best and most beautiful things in the 
world cannot be seen or even touched.  
They must be felt with the heart!  

‐ Helen Keller ! 
 

Farewell  ‐ Chris Zimmer! 

In the past issue, we welcomed Chris 
Zimmer back after being gone on a detail 
for 4 months.  Shortly after his return he 
was offered and accepted the job (District 
Ranger) that he was detailed into!  So, now 
we say farewell once again ‐ our loss is 
truly Hoosier National Forest’s gain!   

Welcome Will Brendecke! 

I am pleased to welcome Will Brendecke to 
the Forest.  Will is going to be with us for a 
120 day detail, as we work on filling the 
Vice Zimmer position.  Will hails from 
Oregon, where he’s been working as a 

Forester on the Malheaur National Forest.  
Will has a number of degrees ‐ A.S 
Biological Science; B.S. Zoology and M.S. 
Forestry.  He should be on the Forest the 
last week of June.   
 

Specialists Visit 

On a bi‐annual basis the specialists 
(botanist, hydrologist, archaeologist, etc) 
that cover both the Green Mountain and 
Finger Lakes National Forests, make a 
special trip to the Forest to review past and 
future projects.  These trips provide an 
opportunity to review how projects were 
implemented and areas that could be 
improved.  It also gives everyone the 
chance to bounce ideas around, hear 
eachothers concerns and find solutions to 
potential issues.  These trips are always 
exciting, fast paced, and there never seems 
enough time to cover everything. 
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Americorp Crew 

We had the pleasure of hosting an 
Americorp crew for a week early this June.  
They worked on a couple of projects on the 
Forest for us.  One that folks will greatly 
enjoy; if you like blueberries; was 
reclaiming the blueberry patch next to the 
Blueberry Patch Campground.  The crew 
cut the competing vegetation around the 
plants to provide better growing conditions 
for the high and low bush blueberry plants.  
They also opened the vista at the trail 
shelter located along the Finger Lakes Trail 
(North Country Trail).  We hope to enlist an 
even larger crew next year to do some trail 
work for the Forest. 

 

  
Cemetery Restoration 

An annual project took place on the Forest 
in early May this year, cemetery cleanup.  
Volunteers from the Backbone Ridge 
History Group, South Seneca 7th Graders 
and Forest personnel worked on cleaning 
up the Jones Cemetery (located in Peterson 
Pasture) and the Bond Cemetery (located in 
Cronk Pasture).  Volunteers cleared brush, 
cleaned headstones and even fixed and 
erected broken stones.  Stones in the Jones 
cemetery date back to the early 1800’s.  The 
same crew were at it again the following 

day working on the Clawson cemetery.  
This was a special day, as a 9’ tall stone 
(once buried) was found and erected once 
again.  This work is a very rewarding 
project to participate in, as by cleaning 
these cemeteries and keeping them 
maintained we are essentially honoring 
those people who walked the land before 
us.  Many of the people buried in these 
cemeteries were some of the first settelers 
on the land that subsequently became the 
Finger Lakes National Forest.   

Anyone interested in volunteering with the 
cemetery cleanup projects here on the 
Forest, please call or email Mary Burton at 
607‐546‐4470 or mcburton@fs.fed.us 
 

 

 
Jones Before 

   
              Jones After 
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Wildlife 
 
Monitoring efforts for stream and riparian 
restoration work will begin this summer.  
This is work that will be done via staff from 
Hobart & William Smith Colleges and 
University of Missouri in conjunction with 
a grant administered by the National Wild 
Turkey Federation.  Survey work and 
restoration will occur on both private and 
national forest land.   
 
Management activities will include bank 
stabilization, reconnections to floodplains, 
planting native vegetation, fencing riparian 
areas to exclude cattle, repair leaking cattle 
ponds, invasive species removal, man‐
made trash removal, and addition of coarse 
woody debris.  This work is planned to run 
through 2015. 
 
Portions of the forest will be assessed for 
wetland creation/restoration projects this 
summer.  Wetland specialist Tom 
Biebighauser, from the Daniel Boone 
National Forest, will be assisting forest staff 
on the planning and design process.   
 
A good portion of the landscape that exists 
on the forest has likely been drained due to 
agricultural purposes, thus eliminating 
many of the wetlands that once 
camouflaged the land.  Specific sites and 
descriptions of projects are still to be 
determined.  There will be more to come on 
this in future months as a strategy gets 
developed. 
 
Routine maintenance will again take place 
on some of our pastures and wildlife 
grasslands in order to accommodate for 

grassland dependent species, many of 
which are regionally sensitive. 
   
Anyone interested in volunteering with the 
wildlife program here on the Forest, please 
call or email Paul Widowski at 607‐546‐4470 
or pwidowski@fs.fed.us 
 

17th Annual Fishing Derby 
 
It was a beautiful sunny day on Saturday, 
May 12th at Potomac Pond, a fine day for a 
fishing derby.  Children started arriving at 
about 8:00 a.m. ready to catch that big fish.  
They were after that 24 inch Rainbow 
Trout.  For Jack Mott his wish came true.  
There were also prizes awarded for most 
fish caught and first fish caught.  Alexander 
Rappleye Niess took away two prizes, one 
for the first fish caught and for the 2nd 
biggest fish 13 inches.  After the children 
were done fishing they proceeded over to 
the pavilion for hot dogs and snacks. The 
prizes awarded ranged from a bicycle to 
outdoor  games and nature oriented items.  
Over 97 children participated in the derby.  
There are many children that come to the 
derby year after year.  They have been 
coming since they were very young and 
after reaching the age limit of 12 do still 
come back and volunteer their time at the 
Fishing Derby.  It is a great way to celebrate 
National Fishing Week. 
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Range  
 
We should have titled this section – “Cows 
Are Out ‐ ‐ Literally.”  It’s been a very busy 
season so far with cattle headed to the 
Forest Pastures, mainly because as soon as 
40+ head were put on, they found their way 
out thru an open “hunter gate.”  
Subsequently the chase ensued – lasting 
close to 4 weeks.  All are safely behind 
barbed wire now – so folks are breathing a 
sigh of relief and things are slowly getting 
back to normal.  Kudos to Mark Welch, 
Hector Cooperative Grazing Association 
Manager for all of the work he did to keep 
track of and round up these ‘rogue’ cattle.  
For those familiar with the Forest, a group 
of cattle escaped from a pasture north of 
Chicken Coop Road and were finally 
caught down along Satterly Hill, a good 6 
miles as the crow flies. 
 

 
 
As in years past, more work will occur in 
the pastures such as, fence repairs and 
construction throughout the grazing 
season.  New fencing is scheduled to be 
constructed in Woodard Pasture and new 
fencing gates installed in Hawes Pasture.  
Additional cattle pond work is also 
schedules for this season. 
 

We will again be broadcast spraying over 
90 acres of pasture/grasslands this summer, 
in an attempt to control invasive Knapweed 
and Thistle. 
 
Timber 
Firewood Permits are available for 
purchase.  The 2 cord minimum still applies 
for $20.00, or you may purchase up to 10 
cords for $10.00 per cord. Only dead and 
down timber may be removed. Your permit 
is good until December 30, 2012. Make sure 
you have your permit in possession and 
you are properly recording each load of 
firewood.  To avoid the spread of non-
native and invasive insects that might be 
living in your firewood, do not transport 
your firewood outside the local area.  
Schuyler County has been quarantined by 
the State of NY. Wood cut within Schuyler 
County cannot be transported out of the 
county. 

 

Trails 
We appreciate the reports of trails 
conditions from our users, and we try to 
respond as quickly as possible to reports of 
downed trees and other hazards.   

This summer, the annual Finger Lakes 
Fifties Trail Run will be held Saturday, June 
30. The registration is full, with 250 runners 
planning to participate. Volunteers from 
the club are working hard to prepare the 
trails they will use.  

There are plans to install more ride-through 
gates on some of the horse trails this 
summer. 

We are very grateful for the work that is 
done by the trail volunteers on the Forest. 
There has been a lot of trail clearing, 
blazing and other improvements already 
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this spring. As always, please report any 
concerns or information about trees down, 
etc. to the District Office. 

 

Camping 
All the campgrounds are open and have 
been busy during the warm spring weather.  
While Blueberry Patch is first come, first 
serve, Potomac Campground is available by 
reservation only, pre-paying through 
www.recreation.gov or by  calling 1-877-
444-6777.  

Backbone Horse Camp is for horse users 
only through Columbus Day weekend. 

As always, the National Forest is open to 
camping, unless posted closed.  You can 
camp pretty much anywhere using no-trace 
techniques if you prefer that over a 
campground.  Please remember that you 
cannot camp in pastures when livestock are 
present! 

 
From the Ranger… 

 
“Life isn’t a matter of milestones but of 
moments” – Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy 

 
I love this quote; so many times we get 
focused on just “getting thru” something.  
Finish that task and move on to the next, as 
there is always something that needs to get 
done.   In taking some time to reflect, it’s 
not the milestone of “getting thru” that is 
really important, but those moments where 
each of us had a chance to make a 
difference to someone else, essentially help 
make a memory.  I’m happy to say we are 
doing just that, not only for ourselves but 
others as well, here on the Forest!  
 

The Finger Lakes National Forest Staff 
helped create incredible memories for over 
90 kids during the 17th Annual Youth 
Fishing Derby; we worked alongside 
volunteers in honoring our past thru 
cemetery clean up, and we have touched 
the lives of many folks travelling to the 
Finger Lakes region for the first time and 
inquiring as to what they need to see.   
 
We got to share a laugh or two – took a 
while to get there with the rogue cattle, but 
we eventually did.  We bid a fond farewell 
to a fellow employee moving on who has 
been a mainstay on this Forest for over 12 
years, and we will be welcoming a new face 
in a few short weeks. 
 
I encourage you all to take a minute and 
reflect on the moments you have had over 
the last few months.  How many memories 
did you help create – and what are you 
going to do to continue making them.  You 
never know who you just might touch! 
 
Enjoy ‐ Jodie 
 
 
 

 

  Upcoming Events Schedule 
July 25‐28th ‐ ‐ Hector Fair 

August 25th ‐ ‐ Trumansburg Parade 

September 29th ‐ ‐ Annual Forest 
Field Days @ Potomac Ponds 
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