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“Caring for the Land and Serving People”

SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST
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Vacancy Announcement Notice
Supervisory Forestry Technician

(Fire Operations Specialist)
GS-0462-8/9

(Career Ladder) 

The Shawnee National Forest is advertising a GS-0462-8/9 Supervisory Forestry Technician (Fire Operations Specialist) position under the announcement: OCRP-462-ADFMO(M)-8/9G & DP.  A referral list will be generated from the announcement on August 2, 2012.  

The position is a permanent full-time appointment, and will be located in Vienna, Illinois.  
APPLICATION PROCESS
Applications for this position will be processed through an on-line applicant assessment system that has been specifically configured for USDA Forest Service applicants, www.avuedigitalservices.com .  These positions will be advertised under both merit promotion (internal/status eligible candidates) and demonstration project (DEMO-external/US citizens) procedures under separate announcements. Applicants who wish to be considered under both procedures must apply to each announcement and follow the specific instructions applicable to each procedure.​​​​​​​​

Job Title: Supervisory Forestry Technician (Fire Operation Specialist)
Department: Department Of Agriculture 

Agency: Forest Service

Job Announcement Number: OCRP-462-ADFMO(M)-8/9G
	SALARY RANGE:
	$42,214-60,612 /year

	OPEN PERIOD:
	Thursday, July 12, 2012 to Wednesday, August 1, 2012

	SERIES & GRADE:
	GS-0462-8/9

	POSITION INFORMATION:
	Full Time Permanent - No time limit

	PROMOTION POTENTIAL:
	9

	DUTY LOCATIONS:
	Vienna, IL 

	WHO MAY BE CONSIDERED:

HOW TO APPLY:
	Status eligibles - Open to current or former status Federal employees and veterans eligible for consideration under the Veterans Employment Opportunities Act (VEOA), disabled veterans with a 30% or more disability; Veterans Recruitment Appointment (VRA) eligibles through GS-11; certain military spouses; persons with Disabilities; and former Peace Corps and Vista volunteers under special hiring authorities. Applicants must furnish required proof documents if selected.

Apply through https://www.avuedigitalservices.com under the vacancy announcement : OCRP-462-ADFMO(M)-8/9G


 

Job Announcement Number: OCRP-462-ADFMO(M)-8/9DP
	SALARY RANGE:
	$42,214-60,612 /year

	OPEN PERIOD:
	Thursday, July 12, 2012 to Wednesday, August 1, 2012

	SERIES & GRADE:
	GS-0462-8/9

	POSITION INFORMATION:
	Full Time Permanent - No time limit

	PROMOTION POTENTIAL:
	9

	DUTY LOCATIONS:
	Vienna, IL 

	WHO MAY BE CONSIDERED:

HOW TO APPLY:
	U.S. Citizens
Please Apply through USAJOBS at the following link: http://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/309767800


THE POSITION

The Fire Operations Specialist position provides operational oversight and planning of wildland fire suppression activities.  The position is responsible for preparedness, prevention, prescribed burning, monitoring, hazardous fuel reduction and facilities on the District.  The position reports directly to the District Ranger.
The position duties include:

· Assists in writing and executing wildland fire management plans, prescribed burn plans, and preparedness plans.  
· Evaluates complete sections of existing plans for fuels management, fire prevention, and/or fire protection programs

· Writes fire management sections of environmental impact analysis reports

· Develops sampling procedures for data compilation for functional reviews of fire suppression activities, annual readiness inspections, and/or fuels hazard and risk assessments.

· Performs and supervises employees in: fire prevention, preparedness, detection, resource rehabilitation, mobilization, prescribed fire, aviation operations, and training programs.  
· Assigns work to subordinate supervisors based upon priorities, requirement of assignments and capability of employees. 

· Develops performance standards and evaluates work performance.

· Provides leadership and direction to two engine crews and a type 3 dozer.  Is responsible for the on-the-job safety and health of all employees supervised.  

· Provides oversight during initial and extended attack fires, directs fire line activities and tactics of dispersed firefighters, resources, equipment and aircraft.  

· Assists in developing and revising cooperative fire protection agreements and annual operating plans with several local fire departments.

· Performs a wide variety of limited operational projects such as analyzing on-the-ground fuel conditions, weather, and availability of resources to ensure conformance to fire management plans. 

· Contributes to budget formulation, execution and tracking for district fire organization.

· Seves as the District Safety Officer.
APPLICATION PROCESS
This position will be posted on www.usajobs.gov and applications will be processed through an on-line applicant assessment system that has been specifically configured for the USDA Forest Service.  Respondents to this outreach will be placed on an e-mail list and notified when the position is open.  Specific directions will be included in the notification regarding the application process.
DESCRIPTION OF THE SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST:

While not large, at 280,000 acres, the Shawnee National Forest in southern Illinois is the largest unit of public land in the state.  The Supervisor’s Office is located in Harrisburg, with a Ranger Station in Vienna and a Work Center in Jonesboro.  The Forest sits at the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.  The area is rich in history, reflecting the pioneer movement of Americans into the west.  The Forest is predominantly oak-hickory, although pine was planted in many areas in the past.  Swamps contain tupelo and cypress communities.  Razorback ridges associated with the Ozark upthrust are found on the west side of the Forest; the broader ridges associated with the Shawnee hills are found on the east side of the Forest.  The Wisconsin glacier stopped north of the Shawnee, so the Grand Prairie (and its corn fields) most associated with the state of Illinois starts 40 miles north of the Forest.  

Within the boundaries of the Shawnee National Forest System Land include: 

· Seven Congressionally-designated Wilderness Areas (over 10% of the Forest)

· Six candidate Wild and Scenic Rivers

· Four National Natural Landmarks

· Four heritage resource sites on the National Register of Historic Places.

· 10 Research Natural Areas

· 58 ecological areas

· 2 geological areas

· 14 botanical areas

· 80 other designated Natural Areas considered important for botanical, ecological, geological or zoological reasons

The Forest is within a day's drive (350 miles) of more than 45 million people, or 17% of the U.S. population. (U.S. Census Bureau, 7-1-97 estimate)

Additional information about the Shawnee National Forest may be found at www.fs.fed.us/r9/shawnee.
CLIMATE 
We experience all four seasons, with an average of 3” of snow per year and temperatures rarely below 0 degrees.  Summer days are sunny and humid with highs in the 80’s – 90’s, occasionally topping 100.  Spring weather can occur in March and fall weather can extend into November.  During the spring and fall seasons, the climate and beauty of the area is especially compelling.  Spring brings an abundance of blooming dogwoods, redbuds and wildflowers.  The fall is saturated with color, as the leaves turn brilliant reds, gold and yellows.  Garden of the Gods, the most visited site on the Forest, is a must-see during the fall color season.  The unusual rock formations, coupled with the surrounding Garden of the Gods Wilderness, portray the beauty of southern Illinois at its finest.

EDUCATION
Pre-schools through high schools can be found in most communities and rank high in the state.  There are several community colleges in the area offering quite reasonable in-district tuition.  The Southern Illinois University, located in Carbondale, IL, offers a full range of baccalaureate through doctoral programs.  Day care facilities also are available in most communities.

CHURCHES

Churches representing all major denominations can be found in most communities.

ECONOMY
Real estate here is moderately priced.  The median price for purchasing a home is approximately $100,000 and house rentals begins at approximately $500 per month.  Utilities are priced moderately.  Tourism is a developing economic force in the area.  In recent years several wineries have opened, offering two outstanding wine trails.  Southern Illinois offers a rural environment with easy access to all possible amenities.  Both shopping and entertainment opportunities are abundant within the area.  Marion and Carbondale, IL along with Paducah, KY offer shopping malls, movie theaters and several locally owned and operated restaurants, along with major chain and fast-food restaurants. Additional information on local employment opportunities can be found at the following links:

http://www.manta.com/mb?search=Harrisburg+il
http://www.manta.com/mb?search=Marion+il
HEALTH CARE
Health care facilities serving the area include full facility Carbondale Doctor’s Memorial Hospital and Marion Memorial Hospital.  Services at these hospitals include cardiac units, oncology and neonatal units.  Other hospitals providing care are Lourdes and Western Baptist Hospital in Paducah, KY and Massac Memorial Hospital in Metropolis, IL.  All the hospitals provide 24-hour emergency room physician coverage and specialists.

RECREATIONAL AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Every June, the annual Southern Illinois Music Festival features dozens of performances in venues from Mt. Vernon to Cairo and Murphysboro to Marion and of course Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois, the heart of the Festival.  Musicians from throughout North and South America, Europe and Asia perform orchestral and chamber music, opera, ballet, jazz, and new music, in an informal and inviting atmosphere.  Visit http://www.sifest.com/ for more information.

The Superman Celebration in downtown Metropolis, IL features the Home of Superman. This event held during the second weekend in June each year celebrates the 'Man of Steel'.  A Superman Drama kicks off the weekend of contests, food and fun. Comic book & artist show, fan films, street vendors, a carnival and a Super Car Show. Visit http://www.supermancelebration.net/ for more information.

The Big Muddy Film Festival, the longest-running, student-organized film festival in the United States happens annually in Carbondale at Southern Illinois University.

For an urban atmosphere, events such as the annual Mary Meachum Freedom Crossing Celebration and the Big Muddy Blues Festival in St. Louis, MO and the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration and Latin Dance Festival, Nashville, TN provide glimpse of the cultural diversity within a two hour commute from Southern Illinois.

There are wide varieties of diverse cultural and educational events in the area. One is the Tokyo String Quartet founded some four decades ago.  It has been captivating audiences ever since and gaining high regard as a chamber ensemble in its own right.  In collaboration with a wide variety of artists and composers it is creating a significant collection of acclaimed recordings. For families in the Muslim community, there are events and activities available including an Islamic summer school for children of all ages.  

There are a number of festivals located in the area.  The annual Festival Latino at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale offers the chance to experience Latino culture with free food, entertainment and fun activities.  The Southern Illinois Saluki Pow-Wow hosted by SIUC provides people of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy traditional Native American arts, crafts, foods, cultural demonstrations, exhibitions and dances.  The Southern Illinois Irish Festival provides Irish-themed activities, food, events, entertainment and live music.  The Herrinfesta Italiana takes place each spring in Herrin, IL celebrating the town’s Italian heritage.   For more information about festivals in the area, please visit: http://www.oneregion.com/travelguide/stories/text_12.html.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

