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When Visiting the Gila National Forest
Use Caution in Any Recently Burned Area
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For up to date information call or stop by any Gila National Forest office or 

visit the Forest website:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/gila/
�





Fires weaken and kill trees, even though they may appear to have some green long after the fire is out.  They can fall from weakened root systems with only the slightest of breezes.  Often, burnt branches and tops fall from these trees causing serious injury or death---hence the term “widow-maker.”





Some areas of the forest will see a radical change as a result of flooding, erosion, and burnt vegetation.  This lack of vegetation in the burned areas will contribute to a high run off from almost any rainstorm, thunderstorm, or snowmelt.  Avoid crossing any high water on forest roads.  It only takes   a foot of water to move your car off the road.   Abide by all area and road closures; they are there for your safety.
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Rolling rocks are always a hazard in a burnt area as monsoon rains or snowmelt loosen materials that may be holding them along the upper slopes.  Rocks may give way at any time and roll downhill toward roads and trails.  Footing may be tricky where rocks are now loose along slopes.





Tree roots and stumps are particularly dangerous when completely consumed by fire.  Their only evidence may be a thin layer of ash on the soil surface.  Unsuspecting visitors may step on one and end up with their foot and leg in a deep hole which can hold hot embers for weeks after the fire is out.  It is very easy to break an ankle or suffer a serious strain with a single misstep.











