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BALD ROCK CONSERVATION CENTER 

 
Bald Rock Conservation Center 
124 London Dock Road (KSH 1193)  
London, KY  40744   

 

Daniel Boone National Forest 
Laurel County, Kentucky 
Tract 4217

 
Legal Description:   Bald Rock Conservation Center, Tract 4217, is described as being 
all that tract of land with improvements, located at 124 London Dock Road (Kentucky 
State Highway 1193), London, Kentucky, 40744, containing 10.74 acres, more or less, 
and being a part or portion of two larger or parent tracts, USA Tract C-245b and USA 
Tract C-1520.  The subject tract is located southeast of the intersection of Kentucky State 
Highways 192 and 1193, near Laurel River Lake, Sheltowee Trace National Recreation 
Trail, and Cane Creek Wildlife Management Area.  The site is situated approximately 14 
air miles southwest of London, the county seat for Laurel County, Kentucky and is 
identified as being a part of federal land identified as Map 023-00-00-015.00 in the 
Laurel County tax records.  The property fronts on Kentucky State Highway 1193 for 
approximately 1,091± feet.  A gated gravel surfaced road provides good access to the site 
from Kentucky State Highway 1193 and utility water is supplied to the site from West 
Laurel Water Association.  (See attached Legal Description and Survey Plat for more 
detail) 
 
Currently, the Bald Rock Conservation Center is unoccupied, however past use by the 
Forest Service includes uses as a research facility in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, and 
for training and educational purposes and also as a fire facility, since that time.  Previous 
to the Forest Service occupation, the site served as a Civilian Conservation Corps facility, 
Camp F15, Company 3552, established in 1938.    
 
Eleven buildings or structures containing a total of approximately 9,039 square feet are 
located within the boundary identified for disposal.  The structures include, four crew 
quarter buildings, a “sheet shack” (historical structure that contained linens for crew use), 
a mess hall, utility building (rec. bldg.), a men’s and women’s shower buildings, a 
classroom, and a shed (shooting range).  The site also has a shooting range, a volleyball 
court, radio tower, natural and gravel surfaced roads, walkways, wastewater mounds, 
water hydrant, housing for valves, vents and inspection portals.  All structures and 
improvements are approved for disposal. 
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Bldg # Name SF Site Constr
145 Crew Qtrs #1 800 1987
146 Crew Qtrs #2 800 1988
147 Crew Qtrs #3 800 1989
149 Crew Qtrs #4 800 1994
376 Sheet Shack 280 1955
551 Mess Hall 2,112 1959
553 Utility Bldg 875 1980
577 Mens Shower 288 1990
578 Womens Shower 288 1990
580 Classroom 1,564 1992
585 Shed 432 1994  

 
Crew Quarters: Buildings 1, 2 and 3 have one large room and storage.  Building 4 has 
two rooms and storage.  
Sheet Shack: This building is a historical structure that contained linens for crew use.  
The structure consists of one room with storage. (Constructed 1935 moved to current site 
1955) 
Mess Hall: Large dining area with rock fireplace, 2½ baths, kitchen, cooler, and 
storage. (Constructed 1959 converted to mess hall in 1978, addition in 1990s) 
Utility Building: 1 room with storage, used as a recreation facility. (Moved to 
current site 1980) 
Men and Women’s Bath Houses: Toilets, showers, and sinks. (Constructed in Florida, 
moved to Texas, then moved to current location in 1990) 
Classroom: 1 room with small storage area. 
Shed (Shooting Range):  Open shed with enclosed storage area. 
Other site improvements:  Shooting range, volleyball court, radio tower, natural and 
gravel surfaced roads, walkways, wastewater mounds, water hydrant, housing for valves, 
vents and inspection portals. 
 
The “Sheet Shack” a structure that contained linens for crew use, was determined to be 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The Sheet Shack was 
initially constructed in 1935 at the Bald Rock Fire Tower site where it served as the 
lookout’s crew quarters.  The Sheet Shack was moved to its current location at Bald Rock 
Conservation Center in 1955.  The Daniel Boone National Forest compiled and submitted 
a report to the State Historic Preservation Office, as mitigation against the adverse effect 
of the property’s transfer from public to private holding which resulted in the “Sheet 
Shack” being cleared for disposal.  The submission was in conformance with their 
Standard Mitigation Measures for Historic Structures being demolished and fulfills 
mitigation requirements developed in consultation with the State Historic Preservation 
Office of Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, Kentucky Heritage Council.  The Sheet 
Shack can be sold with the Bald Rock Conservation Center property. 
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The Kentucky Division of Waste Management, Superfund Branch, reviewed the 
Corrective Action summary report submitted on the Shooting Range by Daniel Boone 
National Forest and Sharp engineering, Inc. on August 21 2006, and the confirmation of 
removal and disposal of spent cartridges and ammunition dated January 25, 2007.  The 
reports summarized the soil testing activities and removal of potential sources of 
contamination conducted at the referenced site by Sharp Engineering, Inc.  The Kentucky 
Division of Waste Management, Superfund Branch, determined that the remediation 
succeeded in bringing the site into compliance with Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 
224.01-400 (18) ©.  Therefore, no further action is necessary regarding the above-
referenced release, as stated in a letter to Mike Jacobson from Environmental and Public 
Protection Cabinet dated February 12, 2007.   
 
A well of unknown depth, purpose or origin is located on the property.  The Forest 
recently filled the well with gravel, sealed and capped it.   Additionally, a riser pipe 
located next to the “sheet shack” indicated a possible UST, and was investigated by the 
Forest.  Soil mixed with abundant pieces of broken brick and mortar was located beneath 
the riser pipe, and it was concluded that this was a waste area that had been covered with 
soil and re-vegetated and that no UST exists at this site. 
 
Acres:  containing 10.74 acres, more or less, with improvements 
 
Status:  Acquired – Tract C-1520 was acquired by Deed dated October 14, 1935 from 
The Castle Craig Coal Company to the USA and recorded October 23, 1935 in Deed 
Book 79, Pages 379-430 in Laurel County, Kentucky.  Tract C-1520 was acquired under 
the provisions of the Weeks Law Act of March 1, 1911, (36 Stat. 961).   
 
Tract C-245b was acquired by the USA from Binder Brothers Lumber Company by 
Warranty deed dated April 4, 1972 and recorded on April 13, 1972 in deed book 212 in 
page 167 – 240 in the Laurel County, Kentucky and on April 7, 1972 in deed book 324, 
pages 218 – 291 in Pulaski County, Kentucky.  Tract C-245b was acquired under the 
provisions of the Weeks Law Act of March 1, 1911, (36 Stat. 961), the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (78 Stat. 897), and the Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriation Act, of 1971 (84 Stat. 669).   
 
Chain of Title:   
Tract C-1520 19,702.3 acres in Laurel Co. and 867.4 acres in Pulaski Co. (before 
exceptions) 
 
10/23/1935 - present DB  79, Pages 379 - 430 The Castle Craig Coal Company to  USA

 Minerals, oil and gas reserved in perpetuity
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Tract C 245b 839.32 acres (12.59 acres were excepted out and deeded to 
Commonwealth of KY for a right-of–way for KY Hwy 192) 
 
4/4/1972 - present DB 212, page 167 - 240 Laurel Co. Binder Brothers Lumber Company to USA

DB 324, page 218 - 291 Pulaski Co (Minerals reserved for 100 years)
4/2/1960 -4/4/1972 DB 147, page 386 - 389 Binder Brothers ( a partnership) to 

Binder Brothers Lumber Company 
2/4/1958 - 4/22/1960 DB 139, page 223 (Tracts 1 & 2) Henry McWorter, Master Commissioner

to Binder Brothers ( a partnership)  
(Commissioner's Deed)

8/25/1953 - 4/2/1960 DB 123, page 326 W.C. Graybeal, et al, heirs at law, 
of John C. Graybeal and - or Louise
Graybeal to Binder Brothers 
(a partnership)

 
 
Encumbrances and Outstanding Rights:  The Bald Rock Conservation Center is 
situated on portions of two USA tracts, Tract C-1520 and Tract C-245b.  This site is 
subject to easements for existing roads, highways and public utilities.  Minerals, coal, oil 
and gas are reserved from Tract C-245b as recorded in DB 212, page 167 - 240 and Tract 
C-1520 is subject to minerals, oil and gas as recorded in DB 79, pages 379 – 430.  Tract 
C-1520 is also subject to an easement or right of way for a pipeline, telephone and 
telegraph lines as described in Misc. Book 1, page 235 of the Laurel Co. Clerk’s office.  
Tract C-245b is subject to KY Hwy 192 as recorded 1/4/1957 in Deed Book 136, Page 
499 in Laurel County Records.  This site may also subject to an easement to West Laurel 
Water Association for lines located along KY Hwy 192 and Kentucky Route #1193, 
however, according to drawings found at the London Ranger District Office, it appears 
the lines are located across the highway, opposite the Bald Rock Conservation Center.  
The site is subject to 150’ easement for Kentucky Utilities Company Transmission Power 
Line which is located along the northern boundary of the subject and recorded in a deed 
dated 11/6/1961 of record in Deed Book 154, Page 26 in the Laurel County Records. 
 
The USDA Forest Service acting on behalf and for the United States of America 
shall reserve to United States of America (Grantor) and its assigns, a non-
exclusive right-of-way easement for Kentucky State Highway 1193, being a strip 
of land 30 feet wide on the right or west side of the existing centerline of 
Kentucky State Highway 1193, as described in the legal description and as shown 
on the survey plat for Bald Rock Conservation Center, Tract 4217.  
 
Bald Rock Conservation Center fronts on a portion of Kentucky State Highway 1193 
within USA Tract C-1520 for approximately 1,091± feet.  A Special Use Permit, dated 
July 31, 1957 was issued to Kentucky Department of Highways for Forest Development 
Road 63 and Kentucky State Highway 1193, both of which cross USA Tract C-1520.  
The USDA Forest Service proposes to convey title to Bald Rock Conservation Center to 
the successful bidder in fee, including that portion of Kentucky State Highway 1193 
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which fronts the Bald Rock Conservation Center and extends to the centerline of the 
road.  The Forest Service, in an effort to protect the current status of Kentucky State 
Highway 1193, will reserve an easement from the fee conveyance on behalf of the United 
States and its assigns, on that portion of Kentucky State Highway 1193 that is currently 
being administered by the above referenced special use.  The Forest Service will continue 
to administer this section of highway as a special use to the Kentucky Department of 
Highways and the current permit will remain valid with no change or impact to the 
management of Kentucky State Highway 1193.   
 
 
Rights Previously Conveyed or Permitted by the United States 
 

1. Existing Contracts/Agreements/Memorandum of Understanding 
      None 
 
2. Existing Public Roads 

Kentucky State Highway 192, Kentucky State Highway 1193 and Forest 
Development Road 63. 

 
3. Special Use Permits 

Special Use dated July 31, 1957, and issued on Tract 1520 to Kentucky 
Department of Highways for Forest Development Road 63 and Kentucky State 
Route 1193.  (See above referenced section:  Encumbrances and Outstanding 
Rights). 

 
      4.   Grazing Permits 
            None 
 

5. Mining Claims 
            None 
 

6. Mineral Status 
Minerals, coal, oil and gas as reserved in DB 212, page 167 – 240 (reserved 
through 2072 (100-year reservation beginning April 1972), and minerals, oil and 
gas in DB 79, pages 379 – 430 (reserved in perpetuity).   

 
7. Oil and Gas or Geothermal Leases 

None 
 

8. Cost Share Agreement Areas 
None 

 
9. Withdrawals 

            None 
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10. Other Outstanding Rights  
No additional outstanding rights known.  (See above referenced section:  
Encumbrances and Outstanding Rights). 
 

11. Easements 
No additional easements are known, and this tract would be subject to easements 
for existing roads, highways and public utilities.  (See above referenced section:  
Encumbrances and Outstanding Rights). 
 

 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
/s/ David Ferguson 
 
DAVID FERGUSON 
Realty Specialist 
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