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About Thompson Park 
Its origins began with Colonel William Boyce Thompson 
who donated placer claims along Blacktail Creek to the 
City of Butte to help create the  park in honor of his 
father, William Thompson, a former Mayor of Butte. 
Col. Thompson was born in Alder, Montana and raised 
in Butte. He was the founder of the Newmont Mining 
Company. The Park was dedicated on November 18, 
1915 by the Butte City Council .The donated lands were 
combined with Federal lands in 1922 by an Act of  
Congress to form the only congressionally designated 
Municipal Recreation Area in the National Forest  
system. The Park encompasses approximately 3,500 
acres.  
 

In 1935 over 250 local Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) workers began to clear Thompson Park to  
construct roads, picnic areas, trails, ski jumps and other 
amenities. Other civic groups including Boy Scouts of 
America, Rotary, and Kiwanis clubs assisted with  
development of the park. Area features included the 9 
Mile House, (Thompson Inn), 10 and 11 Mile Houses, 
and an arch that spanned Harding Way (MT Highway 
2).  
 

The Park is co-managed by the City-County of Butte-
Silver Bow and Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.  
In 2007 the City-County of Butte-Silver Bow, in  
partnership with the Forest Service, received a grant 
from the Natural Resource Damage Program to  
rehabilitate Thompson Park and protect natural  
resources. Rehabilitation work included new picnic 
sites, trails, roads, and the Milwaukee Railroad Rails to 
Trails route.  
 

Thompson Park and the surrounding area offers over 25 
miles of non-motorized trails that connect to the  
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail from Blacktail 
Canyon and Eagles Nest trailheads. One motorized trail, 
Herman Gulch, travels through portions of the park.  
Four day use areas provide picnicking opportunities: 
Nine Mile, Sagebrush Flats, Lower Eagles Nest, and 
Lion’s Den.  
 

The Park is open 8:00 am to dusk through October. 

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website: 
www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf 

City -County of Butte-Silver Bow website: 
www.bsb.mt.gov/departments/public_works.asp#parks 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,   disability, and where  applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information,   political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is 
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of  
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer. 

To obtain park maps and information, stop by either 
of these following offices Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

      Butte Ranger District  
1820 Meadowlark Lane 

Butte, MT  59701 
(406) 494-2147 

 

City-County of Butte-Silver Bow 
155 West Granite Street 

Butte, MT  59701 
            (406) 497-6200 

July 2012 
Revised  

R1-11-17 

Trails to Explore 
*All trails are closed to motorized uses except for Her-
man Gulch Trail which is open to ATVs and motorcycles. 
Trail Name  Number Length 
 

Blacktail Ridge  4800  4 
Orman Camp  4802  1 
Madison Run  4803     3/4 
Blacktail Canyon 4804     1/4 
Skeeboggan Canyon 4805  1 3/4 
Jon Gulch  4806  1 3/4 
Crook Camp  4807  1 1/2 
Graham Canyon  4808     3/4 
Lions Den  4809     1/2 
Placer   4810     1/4 
Eagles Nest  4511     1/2 
Grading Camp  4812  3 
Milwaukee Railroad 4814  4 1/2  
Beaver Ponds  4105  3 3/4 
Herman Gulch*  4109  1 1/4 

                                                                                    Photo Courtesy Butte-Silver Bow Archives 

Thompson Park Archway over Harding Roadway (MT. HWY 2) 

“The new park will be a gateway to Butte 
that will command the admiration of  
everyone who passes through it.”   
Mr. E.B. Howell , November 18, 1915  
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