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Native Seeding and Plantings on the Hoosier 
 

By:  Kirk W. Larson, Forest Botanist Hoosier National Forest 
 
Project Goals 
In addition to forest communities, the Hoosier National Forest manages fields, 
pastures, and designated wildlife openings.  At many sites, exotic pasture 
grasses or other nonnative invasive plants dominate the vegetation providing 
little, if any, habitat for most wildlife species.  To improve conditions for wildlife 
and improve native plant diversity, the Forest seeds selected areas with native 
seed mixtures and plants native plant plugs (rooted plants).  All of the species 
selected are native to southern Indiana and are known to occur within the 
counties of the national forest.  To support the Forest Service participation in the 
Monarch Joint Venture, species such as butterfly milkweed, common milkweed 
or other milkweeds are included in all projects to provide habitat for monarch 
butterflies.  
 
As the areas become more abundant with wildflowers, the Forest will collect the 
seed for use at other projects on the National Forest.  Wildflowers are an 
important nectar source for pollinators such as native bees and butterflies, plus 
improving habitat for other wildlife species such as quail, turkeys, songbirds, and 
bats. 
 
Project Description 
Since 2007, the Hoosier National Forest has conducted native seeding and 
plantings at various sites to establish native seed and pollinator resource areas.  
The four projects have ranged in size from about 10 acres to 100 acres, resulting 
in about 150 acres of ecosystem restoration and habitat enhancement. 
 
These pollinator resource areas also provide early successional habitat that 
benefits many wildlife species.  The Forest maintains the areas by prescribed 



burning every two to four years; this stimulates growth of native grasses and 
wildflowers.   
 
Work has expanded beyond the pollinator areas to adjacent early successional 
habitat and includes activities such as tilling, creating vernal pools or ponds, 
controlling nonnative invasive plants, and conducting large scale prescribed 
burning to improve native plant diversity.   
The additional seeding and planting in other early successional habitat areas has 
improved habitat on about 200 acres across the National Forest.  Native shrub 
planting has also occurred at most sites.   
 
The pollinator resource areas display the greatest diversity of native species 
consisting primarily of wildflowers, ranging from about 30 to 40 species per 
project location.  The Forest plants less wildflowers and more native grasses at 
early successional habitat sites.   
 
Partnerships 
The Forest has an on-going partnership with the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources – Division of Fish & Wildlife that is beneficial in completing much of 
the work.  Other partners include Quail Unlimited and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation. 
 
 
For additional information on native seeding and planting on the Hoosier National 
Forest, contact Forest Botanist Kirk W. Larson at 812-275-5987 or 
kwlarson@fs.fed.us. 
 

 Preparing seeds for planting at the 
Haskins Tract. 



 Summer photo of the native plants 
at Haskins.  
 

 Spring photo of Haskins Tract 
with native plantings.  
 

 Pollinator plants at Mifflin Tract. 



 Bees at Mifflin pollinating the wild 
flowers. 
 


