You’re invited to celebrate
Smokey Bear’s 68" Birthday
August 9, 2012
Grand Mesa Visitor Center —

Grand Mesa National Forest

10:00am - 3:00pm. Come share Birthday
Cake and Punch with Smokey & Woodsy

Grand Mesa Visitor Center: 970.856.4153
Grand Valley District Office: 970.242.8211




Smokey Bear's Birthday!
Thursday, August 9, 2012

Smokey Bear's message "Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires" was created in
1944 by the Ad Council. Smokey's debut poster was released on August 9,
1944, which is considered his birthday. Overseen by the Cooperative Forest
Fire Prevention Campaign, the first poster was illustrated by Albert Staehle.
In it Smokey was depicted wearing jeans and a campaign
hat, pouring a bucket of water on a campfire. The

| message underneath reads, "Smokey says — Care will

j prevent 9 out of 10 forest fires!"
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However, in 1950 a real baby bear became the live
“Smokey” when he was rescued from certain death by firefighters in a devastating blaze
in New Mexico's Lincoln National Forest
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we v/ 53 Smokey's correct name is Smokey Bear. In 1952, the songwriters
* ' Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins had a hit with "Smokey the Bear." The

' pair said that "the" was added to Smokey's name to keep the song's rhythm. This small
a0 mes  Change has caused confusion among Smokey fans ever since. The campaign to remind
NT FOREST MIRES!

the public of the correct version of the name is almost as old as the Smokey Bear

. . Campaign itself. Note that, from the beginning, Smokey's name was intentionally
spelled differently from the adjective “smoky.”
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The fictional character Smokey Bear is administered by three entities: the United States —
Forest Service, the National Association of State Foresters, and the Ad Council. Smokey ;‘?
Bear's name and image are protected by U.S. federal law, the Smokey Bear Act of 1952. o /'_

Today, Smokey’s message has been revised to, “Only You Can Prevent Wildfires” in an
effort to better reflect the role of fire in the ecosystem. Fire is a part of the natural

ecosystem and not all wildfires are “automatically” suppressed. Fire can be managed to produce beneficial
results on-the-ground under the right conditions and in the right areas, to support Healthy Forests.




