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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Washington

Office
	1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC  20250



	File Code:
	6540

	Date:
	 

	 

	 

	State of ___________

	Treasurer

	address

	


Dear Treasurer,
On July 6, 2012, the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 was reauthorized for federal fiscal year 2012 as part of Public Law 112-141.  The one-year reauthorization provides for payments to States that are distributed to counties in which national forests are situated.  Details of the reauthorization are on the Forest Service Secure Rural Schools Act web site www.fs.usda.gov/pts.
Each county in which a national forest is situated is required to elect to receive a share of the Secure Rural Schools Act State payment or a share of the State’s 25-percent payment. (This is referred to as the election to receive payment.)  Each county which elects to receive a share of the State payment is required to make an additional election to allocate the payment among authorized uses.  (This is referred to as the election to allocate payment.)  The reauthorization requires the Governor to transmit these county elections to the Secretary of Agriculture.  

The Forest Service, on behalf of the Secretary of Agriculture, will accept county elections transmitted by the Governor’s office or other appropriate executive office of the State, such as State Treasurer, on behalf of the Governor.  The deadline for elections to receive payment and elections to allocate payment is September 30, 2012.  For your convenience, you may use the enclosed form to transmit county elections to the Forest Service.  The form also has more detailed information about these elections.

If the State fails to transmit a county’s election to receive payment by the deadline, the county shall be considered to have elected to receive a share of the State payment.  

Each eligible county that has elected to receive a share of the State payment is required to allocate its share for specific purposes, including counties that receive a share of $100,000 or less.  This is a new requirement.  Specific guidelines for allocating the county share of the State payment are on the enclosed form under the heading Election to Allocate the State Payment.   The county share of the State payment may be allocated for public schools and roads (commonly called title I), title II projects and title III projects according to new requirements in the reauthorized Act.  Title II projects benefit infrastructure, watersheds, ecosystems and other natural resources on the national forests.  Authorized uses of title III are certain activities under the Fire Wise Communities program, reimbursement for emergency services on national forests, and development of community wildfire protection plans.  More information about authorized uses of the State payment is on the Secure Rural Schools Act web site www.fs.usda.gov/pts.
If the State fails to transmit an eligible county’s election to allocate its payment, the county shall be considered to have elected to expend 80-percent of its share of the State payment for public schools and roads (commonly called title I). The remaining 20-percent will be available to the Forest Service to carry out projects in the eligible county to further the purposes of title II of the reauthorized Act.   

Please contact Rick Alexander at (360) 891-5162 or Mike Morton at (505) 563-7436 if you have questions about the reauthorized Act and the requirement of the State to transmit the county elections.   

Sincerely,

	

	 

	JENNIFER MCGUIRE

	ASC Director of Budget and Finance
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