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Recreation fees are an investment in outdoor recreation. Current and future generations will benefit as 95% of the funds are 

reinvested in the facilities and services that visitors enjoy, use and value. 

Accomplishments Provided with Recreation Fees 
on the Lincoln National Forest: 

A serious loss was sustained by the forest and recreating public on 
Easter Sunday, 2011 when the Last Chance Fire swept through 
Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area.  Three day use pavilions were 
destroyed and the area’s scenery substantially altered.  The site is 
expected to reopen in spring 2012 once the landscape’s vegetation 
begins to recover and mudslide concerns are alleviated. 

The loss of the forest’s most popular day use site was only the 
beginning of the difficult year for the forest; weather and fire 
conditions closed forest lands to recreational activities from mid-May 
until late July rains returned to ease the dry conditions.  Despite these 
challenges, the forest accomplished the following: 
• Supported volunteer hosts who completed daily operation, 

maintenance and safety tasks before, during, and after forest 
closure. 

• Painted pavilions and restrooms at South Fork and Three Rivers 
campgrounds. 

• Purchased materials and supplies for maintenance and repairs. 
• Purchased recycling bins for Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area 

and a new chlorinator for Three Rivers Campground water 
system. 

 
Historic Picnic Shelter at Sitting 

Bull Falls before and after the Last 
Chance Fire. 

Special Feature 
With a name like Trestle Recreation Area, 
it’s not surprising to find remnants of 
railroad history nearby or a depot replica on-
site.  This charming day use site is a perfect 
picnic spot and offers access to unique 
hiking trails, in particular the four trails that 
comprise the Cloud-Climbing Rail Trail.  
Once the rail route between Alamogordo 
and Cloudcroft, incredible views of the two 
most prominent trestles, “S” Trestle and 
Mexican Canyon Trestle, are available along 
the trail.  

 

Lincoln National Forest  
Revenue & Expenditures 

Revenue* 
Source Amount 
Recreation Fees $36,700 
Special Uses $15,007 
Interagency Pass $970 

Total $52,677 

Expenditures 
Source Amount 
Maintenance & Repair $13,533 
Visitor Services $24,471 
Cost of Collections $4,821 
Law Enforcement $0 
Habitat Restoration $0 
Fee Agreements $0 

Total $42,825 
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and the 

following season’s startup costs. 



Lincoln National Forest 
Additional Accomplishments 

• Performed maintenance and cleaning tasks at campgrounds and day 
use sites. 

• Purchased materials and supplies for daily maintenance and operation. 
• Contracted for trash service and toilet pumping. 
• Provided telephone service at remote recreation fee sites where cell 

phone service and radio service is limited or unreliable. 

 
Campground hosts provide essential visitor services 

 

 

Southwestern Region 
Revenue & Expenditures 

Revenue* 
Source Amount 
Recreation Fees $5,175,695 
Special Uses $941,552 
Interagency Pass $677,669 

Total $6,794,916 

Expenditures 
Source Amount 
Maintenance & Repair $3,115,677 
Visitor Services $2,430,857 
Cost of Collections $567,921 
Law Enforcement $452,011 
Habitat Restoration $93,449 
Fee Agreements $17,565 

Total $6,677,480 
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects 

and the following season’s startup costs. 

Information: 
Lincoln National Forest 

Recreation Fee Program Contact 

575-434-7212 
Email: 

blbolton@fs.fed.us 

Online: 

www.fs.usda.gov/lincoln   

Regional Contact 

530-647-5455 
Email: 

jebert@fs.fed.us 
The USDA is an equal opportunity 

provider and employer. 
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