
 

Date reported: August 13, 2012  
Cause: Lightning 
Size: approx. 1 ½ acres 
IC: Craig Kockler 
 
Activity: Three helicopters and two tankers successfully worked to slow the spread of the Black 
Mountain Fire yesterday until firefighters were able to hike to the fire and begin direct attack and saw 
work around the fire. Firefighters (some D2 firefighters and the Helena Hotshots) camped out near the 
fire area so they could start working on it early this morning. Both saw line and handline are in; and 
today firefighters will work to complete/improve both those lines, mop-up and grid for any spots. The 
air resources will be used, if needed.  
 
The fire was burning in heavy, dead and down timber, but there was no movement/spread overnight. 
No homes were ever threatened. The Colorado Gulch road was initially closed, except to residents, but 
was opened shortly thereafter.   
 
Concerns: Today’s predicted weather (warm, dry and windy); any spots from the Black Mountain Fire 
and/or other holdovers from the lightning a few days ago.  
 


