
ALSEA STEWARDSHIP GROUP 
MEETING NOTES 

June 18, 2012    6:00 to 8:00 pm 
Central Coast RD 

 
Attendees: 
 

Name Affiliation Name Affiliation 
Ross Holloway CPRCD Facilitator Andy Kittel AWC 
Dan Segotta SNF – CCRD Chandra LeGue Oregon Wild 
Linda Johnston AWC Kirk Shimeall CPRCD 
Elmer Ostling AWC Fran Recht PSMFC 
Vicky Mugnai SNF – CCRD Tom Davis AWC 
Wayne Hoffman MCWC Mike Kennedy Siletz Tribe 
Joe Rohleder AWC Karen Fleck-Harding MCWC Contractor 
Aaron Duzik Lincoln SWCD   

 
Review Notes and Agenda 
Project Ideas added to agenda. 
May notes accepted as clarified: on page 3, add a second header under Initial Project Ideas for 
Upcoming Cycle to show that Wayne Hoffman presented the second project idea on behalf of 
the Mid-Coast Watershed Council (bullet two). 
 
Project/Agency Updates 
Forest Service, Dan Segotta 
 Michele Jones, the new District Ranger, reports for duty June 25. 
 Final review was completed for Missouri Thin Stewardship. Will be advertised this week. 
 Work on Skinner Thin Stewardship was stopped last week (logging crew moved on to a non-

stewardship sale). It is more than 50% done. 
 Elk Thin Stewardship started this week. 
 Owl Workshop update: Michelle Dragoo has contacted researchers; the presentation is 

under development. Consider scheduling a two to three hour block of time during this fall’s 
joint stewardship group meeting for the workshop. 

 
Oregon Wild, Chandra LeGue 
The stewardship outreach document needs to be completed by week’s end. Last call for group 
input; there will be a quick turnaround for review. Document has been reviewed by the 
Roundtable representatives. 
 
Farm Bill Update 
Elmer Ostling inquired as to any further updates since the last report; nothing new to report. 
 
Project Ideas for Current Cycle 
Lincoln SWCD, Aaron Duzik 
Aaron is considering submitting an application to address an infestation of spurge laurel 
adjacent to a disturbed timber area on the Yachats River. 
Have also Identified False Brome along Highways 34 and 20, and in the upper Big Elk area, and 
that could be another potential project.  



Policemen’s Helmet in the Five Rivers area not mapped yet. Knotweed and policemen’s helmet 
found in the Alsea Basin. 
The amount of knotweed is greatly reduced, and it appears that the re-sprouting is controllable.  
Good progress is being made at specific sites, but it is still a challenge at the basin level. 
Clematis: infestations found in Harlan, Toledo and Yachats. Elmer Ostling said he recently 
attended a Yachats City Council meeting and learned that the city is aggressively targeting 
invasives. 
 
Upper Five Rivers Limiting Factors Analysis (LFA), Karen Fleck-Harding 
 Handouts provided: Draft Proposed Actions and Project Area Map 
 The proposed project actions came out of the outreach effort that outreach funds from this 

group made possible. 
 Brief discussion about the LFA’s purpose: increase fish in the area. Andy Kittel cautioned 

that project should look at this from a habitat perspective rather than as a species-specific 
perspective. 

 Project is taking the Limiting Factors Analysis results and recommendations to the 
landowners in the effort to implement the prescriptions. 

 Project seeking multiple funding sources, including OWEB. 
 Seeking collaboration with USFS, OHA, RMEF.  
 Two of the proposed actions fall within FS land. 
 Prindle Creek Farm volunteered to serve as the model for the beaver activity plan. 
 Karen has been dialoguing with Vanessa, who is looking for and tagging beavers. 
 (It was suggested that the group invite Vanessa to attend a future meeting to present her 

findings, to date.) 
Discussion highlights of the proposed actions: 
 FS expressed support for the proposed actions. 
 If FS had the funds and if the actions were ready to go, the FS would fund actions K and L. 
 The helicopter placement action could be done in 2013 and 2014 (NEPA would need to be 

done). 
 Costs of the proposed actions not yet mapped out; ideally the budget would show costs tied 

to each proposed action. 
 Consider a visible and potentially “showcase” action; e.g., Actions C and A. 
 Consider scalability; consider actions not tied with the NEPA process. 
 Consider those actions that would most appeal to OWEB. 
 Actions appropriate for Wyden are occurring on private land. 
 Focus on prioritizing those that fit Wyden: Actions A, C, I and O most appropriate for 

Wyden. 
 Karen thinks that combining A, C, and O would be worth considering. 
 
 
Replacing Group Facilitator 
In response to a question about what Cascade Pacific should be looking for in a facilitator to 
replace Ross, the group offered the following thoughts: 
 Need a moderator, someone to keep group on track. 
 Having one consistent facilitator would maintain connectivity from meeting to meeting. 
 A good facilitator does the necessary work between the meetings. 



 A knowledge base would be ideal: someone familiar with Oregon issues, the mid-coast 
basin, and national issues. 

 Look first for a facilitator with logistical support and project management skills, and then 
look for someone with a background in natural resources. 

 Consider a professional facilitator who would volunteer for this post. (Funding: Dan Segotta 
advised that the FS budget forecast will be available at the next meeting. FS expecting a 5% 
to 10% reduction.) 

 Consider a pool of two facilitators, or three, so that 1 would be involved in training. 
 
Summer Field Trip Planning 
Doodle poll resulted in Wednesday, August 8 looking like best date. Field trip will focus on the 
Beaver-Mill-Wright area. Other stops: consider looking at a future thinning stand and hear from 
the district’s new Silviculturist about some new and exciting ideas. Will review a fish project, 
may look at invasives, perhaps include a joint opportunity with Oregon State Parks (Ross will 
contact Katie about hosting a stop) and Wetlands Conservancy; e.g., Pacific Forest Trust 
(they’re completing a major thinning); Wayne Hoffman or Fran Recht to make contact with 
Matt Fehrenbacher out of Corvallis. Restoration efforts in shared boundaries would be 
advantageous to look at.  Interdisciplinary Team will be on hand for good information 
exchange. Proposed Corvallis to Sea Trail: we may be able to stop at a project along the 
proposed trail. Dan Segotta will reserve three 8-passenger vans. 
 
Announcements 
 AWC, Andy Kittel: August 18 AWC is hosting their annual meeting/potluck/BBQ at McBee 

Park on the South Fork. It’s an all-day event, families are welcome. All partners invited - 
bring a display for educational and outreach purposes. Tours to the Trout Creek restoration 
project will be provided. 

 PSMFC, Fran Recht: contact Fran for information, photos, links related to the tsunami debris 
landing on Oregon’s beaches. Fran will serve on a steering committee dealing on debris and 
invasives. 

 MCWC, Wayne Hoffman: monthly meeting moved to July 11, 6:30 pm at Newport’s PUD 
office.  Dr. John Chapman, research scientist at the OSU Hatfield Marine Science Center, will 
speak about the tsunami debris and the hitchhiking invasives. 

 In response to a question posed by Elmer Ostling, Mike Kennedy reported that the 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians will be doing some pre-commercial thinning in the 
Arnold Creek area (ASG visited on 2011 summer field trip) 

 CPRCD, Kirk Shimeall: contracts going out soon. CPRCD will be offline for 3 to 4 days during 
their move next week. Use cell numbers to reach staff. 

 AWC, Tom Davis: ODFW approved quota for Alsea coho limits is up from 675 last year to 
950 this year: Oct. 1-Dec. 15 1 wild Coho daily/2 seasonal in aggregate with other rivers 
with a 2 wild Coho seasonal limit. Oregon Coho have sufficiently recovered to allow for the 
higher catch limit; work along the mid-coast has helped to increase recreational fishing 
limits.  

 
 
Future meeting dates and agenda items 
 July 16 6:00 – 8:00 PM Fall Creek Hatchery 



Project ideas, updates on projects for current cycle, 
finalize field trip plans and logistics, discuss invasives along 
Hwy 101 (approach ODOT as a group?) and discuss FS 
emergency funds for critical infrastructure (“Stewardship 
and Emergency Road Mitigation”) 

 Aug 20 6:00 – 8:00 PM CCRD-Waldport 
Discuss project updates 

 Sept 24 6:00 – 8:00 PM Alsea Library 
 
 

Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm 
 
 


