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Siuslaw Stewardship Group 
Meeting Notes 
May 3, 2012 

 
Attendees: 
 

Name Affiliation Name Affiliation 
Jane Barth Facilitator Dan Segotta SNF 
Liz Vollmer-Buhl SWC Marty Stein SNF 
Johnny Sundstrom Siuslaw Institute Mike Kennedy Siletz Tribe 
David Eisler SWC   
 
The meeting began at 1:00 PM. 

Review Notes and Agenda 
The participants approved the March 2012 meeting notes with one edit. 

 
Current Process/Project Updates 
Forest Service, Dan Segotta 
 New District Ranger, Michelle Jones, was hired.  She comes from the Chatanooga Forest 

in Georgia but has a background in Oregon and a degree from OSU.  She arrives late 
June or early July. 

 Viva Worthington will be taking the position of District Ranger of Diamond Lake Ranger 
District on the Umpqua NF.  She leaves her current position at the end of May. 

 The new District Silviculturalist, Eric Werner, started and is working on stand exams in 
the Beaver Creek area.  He comes from the Nez Perce NF in Idaho, and has previous 
experience on the Umpqua and Ochoco NFs. 

 North Fork Siuslaw EA should be signed very soon. 
 Stewardship receipts as of the end of March were approximately $440,000 and could get 

to last year’s amount of $600,000 by the end of the fiscal year on September 30. 
 

SWC – Liz Vollmer-Buhl 
 The new Restoration Crew Leader, Wrin Wells, has started and is getting lots of work 

done with the restoration crew. 
 Are re-advertising the Aquatic Project Manager position.  The person selected in initial 

round declined the position. 
 Are working on the vegetation contract for Five Mile-Bell.   

 
Johnny Sundstrom – Siuslaw Institute 
 Johnny added would like to have the Mapleton students and their native plant nursery 

involved in the Five Mile-Bell project.  One suggestion was pulling weeds on Watershed 
Fridays. 

 The US Senate passed a Farm Bill which included stewardship contracting as a 
permanent authority for the FS and BLM.  They left the authority as is.  The House is 
working a Farm Bill which may or may not include reauthorizing stewardship.  Will have 
to wait to see what is in the House bill and what gets decided during conference over the 
bills.  There is strong support for stewardship contracting, but the issue is with counties. 
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Mike Kennedy – Siletz Tribe 
 They are down 2 employees, administrative assistant and natural resource crew member.  

Will have a 2- member natural resource crew now.  Used to have a 6-member crew, but 
has been reduced over time due to budget constraints. 

 
Invasive Plant Treatments in the North Fork Siuslaw Planning Area – Marty Stein, SNF 
Botanist 
 
In response to a request by Dave Eisler, Dan invited Marty to come and discuss herbicide use on 
FS lands, in particular how the FS decides when and where to use chemical versus manual 
methods.  Marty distributed and reviewed a handout with details on the decision protocol for 
invasive species in the North Fork Siuslaw Project Area.  He also showed a map of the specific 
locations of priority species within the planning area. The following are points from the 
discussion: 
 If considering herbicide use, have to do an EA. 
 A high priority is when they see something new.  Then want to treat it before it spreads 

and causes habitat degradation.  The risk of it moving is assessed to determine type of 
treatment. 

 Highest priorities are also invasive plants found near units where doing other activities, 
e.g. a thinning unit, that will disturb the area. 

 The FS pays attention to ODA’s list but has flexibility.  The FS addresses non-natives 
regardless of whether they are on ODA’s priority lists or not.  ODA’s lists have a focus 
on economic and agricultural impact, which is different than the FS’s focus. 

 Matrix in handout gives a list of treatment options, but they are not in an order.  The 
matrix is from a regional EIS done for OR and WA.  This EIS guides the SNF’s 
prevention standards and sideboards for applying herbicides. 

 Invasives found within the planning area are mostly along roads.  They can spray along 
roads without impacting wildlife habitat and native plants. 

 They inventoried 41 non-native species during the EA.  Many have “naturalized.”  The 
FS will use best practices to deal with them, but not treat per se. 

 Highest priority species to be treated are false broom and Robert’s geranium (Stinky 
Bob).  They have a couple of years to get a handle on these invasives before they are 
doing a lot of other activities that will disturb the area and risk spreading them.  Likely to 
treat entire area this Summer if EA is in place. 

 The Morris Thin is on schedule to be sold as a stewardship sale this Summer.  The plan is 
to treat a related invasives spot on the road to the thin with FS appropriate funds. 

 The SSG can comment on how treatments will be done within stewardship sale contracts.  
The group also comments during EAs and when treatment is part of  an FS stewardship 
project proposal put forward in the Fall and paid for with retained receipts.  The SSG 
would likeinvasives monitoring information when considering future stewardship sales. 

 Suggestion to put invasives monitoring into stewardship contracts so that contractors 
would identify treatment needs.  

 Recommendation to include invasives monitoring in the multi-party monitoring 
contract/report. 
 
The group appreciated Marty taking time to come to the meeting to share information. 
 

May Roundtable 
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No additional agenda items proposed.  Most people at this meeting will be attending the 
Roundtable.  
 
Outreach Funds Allocation Discussion 
 Jane reported that Oregon Wild will design and produce the economic impacts outreach 

document for ~$750.  They will print 200 copies.  Oregon Wild also will update the 
existing landowner outreach brochure.  All this work will be paid for with CPRCD funds 
and will not require outreach funds from individual groups as had originally been 
discussed.  Therefore the SSG again has a full $1500 available for outreach activities. 

 The group agreed to use the new outreach proposal form to apply for these funds.  The 
SWC and SWCD representatives will discuss with their boards and other partners in 
order to develop a long-range plan for how to best use these funds. They will get the 
funds under contract with CPRCD in the near-term, but may not use them this year. 

 
Field Trip Discussion 
 Dan reported that Stu Johnson is working on the field trip with Norm Johnson and Jerry 

Franklin.  The general plan is to visit two areas with completed harvests, Jeep Thin 
(stewardship) and Bear Thin (traditional), and one new stewardship sale, Missouri Thin. 

 Other researchers like Gordy Reeves and Eric Forsman are interested in participating.   
 The trip will kick-off at the Fall Creek Hatchery.  Dan hopes to know a date for the trip 

by the Roundtable meeting so all groups can get it on their calendars.   
 

Future Meeting Dates 
 June 7 – Next regular monthly meeting.  Might hold in conjunction with the field trip 

depending upon date selected.  Agenda items to include: 
o May 7 Roundtable report 
o Outreach fund long-range plan 
o Field trip planning updates. 

 
 Northern spotted owl workshop –Michelle Dragoo is coordinating this for late Summer or 

early Fall.  Jane suggested it might be better to wait until after the Coast Range 
Stewardship Fund cycle was over.  Dan suggested it could be connected with the next 
Joint Meeting.  The Roundtable can consider this on Monday. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 P.M. 


