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  Say it in French…and it’s more scientific! 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Student Volunteer program 

since 1978. 

 

 Passport in Time since 1991. 

Three PIT projects planned 

for Summer 2012. 

 

 International Volunteer 

Program inaugurated in 

1992. 

 

 During the FY-11 field 

season 2,384 volunteer hours 

were contributed to the 

Heritage Program. 

 

 During the FY-11 field 

season MDF crews 

discovered over 80 new 

archaeological and historic 

sites. 

 

 During the FY-11 field 

season MDF crews  re-

recorded, updated or 

monitored 147 archaeo- 

logical and historic sites. 

 

 During FY-11 over 340 site 
records were sent to CSU-

Chico for trinomial assign- 

ments. 

Heritage Program Managed to Standard 

 

The Modoc National Forest, like other Forests, has a new Heritage target to achieve 

annually and has seven measureable standards to accomplish the task. The purpose of the 

Heritage Program is to find, protect, and manage the most valuable historic properties 

under our care.  FSM 2360 – Heritage Program Management, finalized in 2008, provides 

direction for achieving this through planning and collaboration with stakeholders, 

finding and protecting the most important resources, and providing opportunities for 

the public to learn about the prehistory and history evident on NFS lands.  

The Heritage Program Managed to Standard Measure includes seven performance 

indicators that reflect the direction in FSM 2360 and against which we can monitor the 

health and performance of forest and grassland Heritage Programs in meeting the manual 

direction. 

The output is the number of forest/grassland Heritage Programs managed to meet the 

objective in FSM 2360.2 - to preserve America’s heritage through “responsible 

stewardship activities that recognize, preserve, protect, enhance, and use cultural 

resources for the greatest public benefit.”   

While a minimum cumulative score is necessary for a program to meet the minimum 

stewardship level, a score of less than the minimum does not trigger punitive action, but 

rather indicates where attention is needed to bring a program up to standard.  Additional 

focus may be in the form of increased budget, but in many cases, an unsatisfactory 

performance in any area of program direction will warrant focus on workforce 

configuration, marketing, and training.  

Creating a program performance measure that allows us to monitor progress toward a 

well-balanced Heritage Program as directed in the manual, is the next logical step in FSM 

2360 implementation and will assist the field to refine programs and maintain or improve 

resource stewardship. 

The Indicators 

1. A Heritage Program Plan is in place for the national forest or grassland that 

includes all the indicators in FSM 2362.3 – Heritage Program Planning. The seven 

indicators for Heritage Program Planning are summarized as follows: a synthesis of 

known cultural resources; a predictive model of resource types and locations; goals 

and objectives for annual accomplishments in all areas of the program; monitoring 

targets; and protocols for responding to discovery of human remains, damage to or 

theft of cultural resources, and natural or human-caused disasters.) 

Goal: Effective resource management begins with a comprehensive and 

scientifically-based plan for the resources on a given management unit.  This 

indicator assesses whether such a plan exists and if it is up-to-date and (con’t.) 

   

 

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Heritage Program Managed 
to Standard                                1 
Who We Are                                  3              
Thanx to Chico!                             4 
Three Interpretive Sites              4                                                 
Photo Gallery – the 80’s           5 
New to the History Archive       6   
          
Contact Information                    6 

 



The Debitage, Vol 1, Issue 3 Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Managed to Standard (con’t.)          

effective in protecting cultural resources and charting management actions to realize the cultural resource benefits 

most important on that unit.  

[The Modoc has a Cultural Resource Overview (Gates 1983) that is undergoing updating and should be completed in 2012 or 
2013. We have protocols for discovery of human remains and for theft of cultural resources. A “predictive model” is anticipated to 
be completed in 2012 or 2013.] 

2. Inventory of National Forest System lands where cultural resources are most likely to occur is conducted on 

a scheduled basis in accordance with NHPA Section 110, ARPA, and EO 11593. (FSM 2363.03–Policy, FSM 

2363.1–Identification). 

Goal: Inherent in the goal of NHPA and explicit in Section 110 of the Act, is the expectation that we will conduct 

inventory in areas where we know, based on our training and research, there is the greatest likelihood of historic 

properties.  To ignore such areas because they are not in immediate danger from other management activities 

would be to ignore some of our most cherished cultural sites.  This indicator assesses progress in conducting 

inventory in culturally sensitive areas to understand historical context, validate hypotheses regarding numbers or 

types of cultural resources, fill in gaps in our knowledge of the period or answer research questions, and ultimately 

enhance agency and public benefits of historic properties.  

 [This is being accomplished through the Boles Creek Archaeological District “Passport In Time” project.]   

3. Legacy cultural resources are evaluated for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places (National 

Register) and are nominated for listing on the National Register or for National Historic Landmark or World 

Heritage Site status.  (FSM 2363.2 – Cultural Resource Evaluation, FSM 2364.41 – Official Designations to 

Publicly Recognize Cultural Resources)    

Goal:  Official designations are one of the most visible ways to display to the public and Congress, the results of 

historic preservation on public lands.  This indicator assesses a unit’s achievements in evaluating cultural 

resources in preparation for such designations and in successfully pursuing official designations.  

[This is being accomplished annually through the addition of “contributing class members” under A Thematic Evaluation of Small 

Prehistoric Foraging and Logistic Locations on a Portion of The Modoc Plateau of Northeastern California (Gates 2007). Over 300 

contributing properties have been determined as eligible for the NRHP. Also, the various “Archaeological District” determinations of 

eligibility submittals over the past several years have resulted in hundreds of more DOEs. Our usual “ineligible” DOEs on mid-20th 

Century “trash dumps” and logger lunch sites have also continued to provide the program with more viable determinations of 

eligibility to meet this target. The Modoc has the highest Regional ranking in this area.] 

4.   Condition assessments on Priority Heritage Assets (PHAs) are current and included in a Historic Property 

Management Plan that recommends the PHA’s management category and guides its protection and use.  (FSM 

2362.4 – Historic Property Plans, FSM 2363.3 – Allocation of Cultural Resources to Management Categories, 

FSM 2364.3 – Long Term Protection, FSM 2366 – Management of Heritage Collections)    

Goal:  If a historic property meets the criteria for a Priority Heritage Asset, then it has or should have a current 

condition assessment and a plan to guide its management and protection to realize its agency and public benefit(s).  

This indicator assesses a unit’s achievements toward having a current condition assessment and Historic Property 

Plan for every Priority Heritage Asset.  

[The Modoc has met or exceeded all of its PHA monitoring targets and has “Historic Property Plans” in place for most PHAs 

monitored to date. The RO assigns monitoring targets (20% of PHAs each year) and provides $400 per PHA for monitoring.] 

(Con’t.) 
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Managed to Standard (con’t.)          

5.   Cultural resource stewardship activities are accomplished to protect and maintain Priority Heritage Assets. 

(FSM 2364.36 – Direct Protection Measures, FSM 2364.42 – Conservation and Maintenance of Cultural 

Resources) 

Goal:  This is a bricks and mortar indicator that assesses a unit’s achievements in conducting activities that 

protect PHAs and prepare them for their recommended management use.   

[At present we have evaluations (through an Enterprise Team) ongoing for two standing structure PHAs to determine the 

feasibility and costs of stabilization. This is also a function that the RO provides funding for as part of “Deferred Maintenance.”] 

6.   Opportunities for study and/or public use are offered including scientific investigation, public dissemination 

of research results, continued or adaptive use of historic properties, traditional use, volunteer involvement, and 

interpretation.  (FSM 2364.43 – Study and Use of Historic Properties) 

Goal:  Not every evaluated and protected historic property lends itself to study or public use, but for those that 

do, we strive to offer opportunities to realize the property’s benefits whether it is scientific data, continued use, 

or education through interpretation.  This indicator assesses a unit’s achievements in offering opportunities for 

the public to derive direct benefits from historic properties.  

[At present we have a PhD candidate (and Klamath Tribal member) at UC-Berkeley undertaking a study of “rock art” along 

Willow Creek, east of the Clear Lake Reservoir. We have a graduate student from California State University-Chico interested in 

doing his Master’s Thesis on collections from the Fender Flat Archaeological District, WMRD. We continue to offer “Passport In 

Time” opportunities for the public and American Student and International Volunteer placements in Heritage Resource 

Management.] 

7. Volunteer hours are contributed to activities that enhance cultural resource stewardship and conservation and 

expand the capacity, visibility, and delivery of the Heritage Program.  (FSM 2365.1 – Criteria for Heritage 

Public Education and Outreach, FSM 2365.2 – Windows on the Past)      

Goal: Direct involvement of volunteers promotes public ownership in the responsible care of non-renewable 

resources and fosters a stewardship ethic.  This indicator tracks the unit’s employment of volunteers in all 

aspects of Heritage Program Management.   

[We continue to offer “Passport In Time” opportunities for the public and American Student Volunteer placements in Heritage 

Resource Management. In 2011 the Modoc Heritage program had 2,384 volunteer hours contributed through these two programs.] 

In 2011 the Modoc National Forest achieved a total of 60 points out of the 70 total possible. This placed the 

MDF as the 3
rd

 ranked Forest nationwide. The current 2012 Heritage program of work may top that number as 

we continue to attempt to wisely manage our non-renewable heritage resources. 

                                                                                                  Gerry Gates 

                                                                                                  Heritage Resource Program Manager  

 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE:  This 2012 field season the Heritage Resource Programs “Section 110 Archaeological Crew” 

consists of Crew Chief Michelle Fuller (GS-0102-06) with crew members Jin Lin (GS-0102-04) and Timothy 

Crabtree (GS-0102-04). In addition, we have Maria Butcher, a professional archaeologist from New Zealand as 

an International Volunteer on the crew for five months. This crew will be working on the Boles Creek Archae-

ological District survey and PIT projects and relocating and recording portions of the 1848 Burnett Road. In the 

History Archive this year is Leah Sidie who has just graduated from California State University-Chico with a 

BA. She will be continuing organizing our holdings in the archive, cataloging and completing the computerized 

inventory. One interesting item recently catalogued was the slide show slides for the employee training for the 

first computer system – the Data General – sent out for general Forest Service employee use in 1983. Other work 

includes organizing 40 years worth of archaeology and other resources photos and slides, document 

encapsulation, etc. We also are hosting a student volunteer, Paul Smith, from Mesa College in San Diego, CA. 

Paul is working with a “Section 106” inventory archaeological crew through June and July. 
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Our “THANX” to California State University-Chico Info Center 
 

This past April the Modoc NF Heritage Resource Program 

issued a “Certificate of Appreciation” to Adrienne Slattery 

and the staff of the Northeast Center of the California  

Historical Resources Information System located at Cali- 

fornia State University-Chico. The NE Info Center (NEIC) 

houses archaeological site records from 11 counties in the NE 

portion of the state. Included in their area are at least five 

National Forests – Plumas NF, Lassen NF, Modoc NF, 

Shasta-Trinity NF, and Klamath NF. Fully 30% of the site 

records are from the Modoc National Forest sent in over the 

past 40 years. 

 

The NEIC reviews submitted site records and when accepted 

Into their records files and database they assign a “Trinomial” 

(or old Smithsonian) site number. “Trinomial” because the 

site number comes in three parts: State – CA; County – MOD; 

and  Site Number - sequential number for within the county. 

A typical trinomial might read “CA-Mod-7250” representing 

the 7,250
th

 site recorded in Modoc County.  

 

The cover letter reads:  

 

Dear Ms. Slattery: We would like to take this opportunity to say a big “THANK YOU” to you and the contributing staff and 

students at the Northeast Center of the California Historical Resources Information System at California State University-

Chico. 

 

We appreciate all of your time and efforts in reviewing and processing and plotting all of the numerous archaeological site 

records sent to you each year and your assignment of State Trinomials to our records. All of this helps us to better organize 

and manage our non-renewable Heritage Resources for Region 5 of the USDA-Forest Service and for the broader “We the 

People of these United States.” 

 

Over the past year, or so, you have provided us with trinomial designations for several hundred prehistoric and historic 

properties, part of the rich legacy of the Modoc National Forest in Modoc County, Lassen County and a portion of Siskiyou 

County. We really appreciate the work that goes into this process and know that the NEIC is a valuable back-up repository and 

archive for our thousands of prehistoric and historic archaeological site records sent to you over the past 35 years from the 

Modoc National Forest.    

 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THREE INTERPRETIVE SIGNS TO BE INSTALLED! 

 

At present we are in the process of ordering three interpretive signs to be placed along portions two emigrant trails that 

have been designated as “National Historic Trails” by Congress. Two signs will be placed along the 1853 realignment 

of the Applegate Trail, originally pioneered in 1846 by Jesse and Lindsey Applegate and Levi Scott. This trail took 

settlers from Ft. Hall, Idaho Territory to southern Oregon, avoiding the dangerous Columbia River passage. The sign 

locations are west of Goose Lake in the eastern portion of the Devil’s Garden. The third sign will be placed at the bend 

of the Pit River along the Lassen Trail, established in 1848 by Peter Lassen. This trail diverged from the Applegate 

Trail in the Goose Lake Valley and continued SW to Lassen’s Rancho in the Sacramento Valley. It saw use by 

thousands of emigrants and gold seekers headed to California. Funding for these signs is being provided by the USFS 

National Historic Trails grant program. 

During the 2012 field season our Section 110 Archaeological Crew will be undertaking the field location and recording 

of a portion of the 1848 “Burnett Road” that connected the Applegate Trail to the Lassen Trail and helped Oregon 

settlers head south to the California goldfields. 
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                      1981 - Forest Archaeologist Gerry Gates at Cuppy 

                      Cave on the Devil’s Garden RD. 

                                                                                                      1983 – (l-r) Ray Harwood, Student Volunteer; Roy van de 

                                                                                                      Hoek (sitting), Student Volunteer; Gerry Gates, Forest 

                                                                                                      Archaeologist; George Toren, Seasonal Archaeologist; and 

                                                                                                      Glenn Brown, Student Volunteer. All from California State                                                                                                 

                                                                                                      University-Northridge. 

 

 

                                                                

 

                                                                                            
        
 

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                
1985 – Gerry Gates and Lex Palmer (Historian temp) at a 

cabin site within the High Grade Mining District on the 

WMRD. Lex wrote the history of the High Grade for his 

Masters Thesis at UC-Santa Barbara.             

 

             

     

   

 

                                                                                                   1987 – Flintknapping Workshop at Yosemite with Forest Service  

                                                                                                   archaeologists from across Region 5. Who can you recognize?  

                                                                                                  The instructors were John Fagan and Peter Ainsworth. 

                                                                                                                                                                               

  
 

                                                                                            1987 – Gerry Gates (r) and a BLM archaeologist (l) 

                                                                                            at the University of  Nevada-Reno class “Assessing the                                                                                         
                                                                                            Archaeological Significance of Historic Sites” taught by 

                                                                                            Professor Donald Hardesty. 

                                                                        
                                                                                          

HERITAGE RESOURCES on the Modoc National Forest: 
A “Blast from the Past” Photo Gallery – the 80’s  
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New to the 

History Archive 
         
Earlier this year we received a copy of an historic 

photograph from a Mr. Leroy W. Layton from Estacada, 

Oregon. The photo is dated 1911 and shows early Modoc 

National Forest “Ranger” Andrew Franklin Layton on his 

horse named “Golddollar” at or near Layton Spring in the 

Devil’s Garden about 12 miles north of Alturas. There was 

an early Ranger Station at the spring – really just a range 

line shack for the rangers to stay in while out on patrol. 

The 1915 Modoc NF map shows the locations of 55 of 

these “Ranger Stations.” Some of these were portable 

buildings that could be loaded up on a freight wagon and 

hauled to another location as another “Ranger Station.”  
 

Previously, in late 2011, Mr. Layton had inquired on any information 

we may have had on Andrew Layton and the Layton Spring Ranger 

Station. We provided some early photographs of the station from 

1926 (see below; photo by Oscar Barnum) and other information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                Photo from Modoc NF Historic Photo Archive 

The site of the old Layton Spring Ranger Station has been recorded as an historic site and contemporary photographs show that 

the juniper behind the tent cabin above is still present. Although all of the buildings and other structures have been long-since 

removed from the station the rock-lined pathways are still visible along with a few later cement foundations. The site is along 

the California Back Country Discovery Trail and may yet possess some historic interpretive values that we may consider 

developing in the near future. 
 

Please enjoy, but do not destroy your 

American heritage! 

 

 

Modoc National Forest 

Heritage Resource Program 

800 W. 12th Street 

Alturas, Ca 96101 

 

Phone: (530) 233-5811   FAX:     (530) 233-8709 

 

The Modoc National Forest 

History Archive contains over 

2,500 historic photos dating to 

the early to mid-20
th

 century. 

 

Some of these photos have been 

used for “repeat photography “ 

that document the changes in the 

vegetative landscape over the 

past 100 years, or more. These 

photographs are available for 

other Forest resources to use and 

we hope to eventually make 

them accessible to the broader 

public. 

Heritage Resource Program contacts: 
 

Gerry Gates, Heritage Resource Program Manager   
                                                                               ggates@fs.fed.us 
Vicki Adkison, Sec 106 Compliance Archaeologist 
                                                                               vadkison@fs.fed.us 
 Deb Zolnay, Heritage Database Manager 

                                                                               dzolnay@fs.fed.us 
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