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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY). To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

For More Information, Contact . . .
Lakeside Ranger District
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests
2202 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ 85929
Phone:  (928) 368-5111
TTY:  (928) 368-5088

Or Visit:
www.fs.fed.us/r3/asnf/ 

Alcohol and Drugs
Operation of any motorized, off-highway vehicle 

requires skill and good judgment. Drugs and alcohol impair 
both. You become a danger to yourself and others when 
you operate a motorized vehicle while under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol. Laws regarding driving under the influence 
(DUI) of drugs or alcohol apply everywhere in Arizona. 
You can be arrested if you are driving under the influence, 
even on a back-country trail. The penalties are the same, 
including jail time and the loss of your driver’s license.

Areas Closed to All Motor Vehicles
Several areas on the Lakeside Ranger District are 

closed to all motorized use (see map). These closures 
are to protect sensitive natural resources and for public 
safety. Specific closure descriptions are available from the 
Lakeside district office.

After publishing of the public motor vehicle use map 
(scheduled for fall 2009), ALL motorized use will be limited 
to the designated system. All roads, trails, and areas not 
designated on the motor vehicle use map will be closed to 
motorized use. Areas closures include:

• Lewis Canyon, Los Burros and Lakeside 
Campgrounds

• Scott Reservoir and Fool Hollow Recreation Areas

• Woodland Lake Park, including Big Springs

• Woolhouse Habitat Area

• Wildlife Lakes

• Jacques Marsh

• Billy Creek Area

• Porter Mountain Electronic Site

• Mogollon Rim Interpretive Trail

• White Mountain Trail System – Portions of this trail 
system, designated by small, blue diamond-shaped 
signs, are signed as closed to motorized vehicles. 
Some portions of the trail system may follow open, 
existing roadways and are open to OHV use. When 
riding any part of the White Mountain Trail System 
open to OHVs, please remember that you are 
sharing the trail with nonmotorized users, including 
livestock.

There is also a closure order for the Rodeo-Chediski 
Fire area.  OHV use is allowed only on designated open 

roads.  All other areas within this closure are closed to 
motorized use until the order is rescinded.

ATVs are strictly prohibited on all White Mountain 
Apache tribal lands.

The Future of OHVs
There has been a tremendous increase in OHV 

ownership in Arizona over the past decade, especially 
ATV ownership. You will help to determine the future of 
off-highway vehicle use in Arizona by responsible and 
courteous use of your OHV.

Be a good ambassador for off-highway vehicles. It 
will help ensure the use of OHVs in Arizona’s outdoors for 
generations to come. Encourage others to do the same.

Treat Arizona’s back 
country like it’s your 

own backyard…
’cause it 
is!

The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s  
Off-Highway Vehicle Program

The Lakeside Ranger District is working with the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department’s Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) 
Program to promote safe, responsible, and ethical OHV use, 
while emphasizing protection of environmental resources. 
The information in this brochure will help you to safely enjoy 
motorized recreational opportunities on the Lakeside Ranger 
District.

What is an OHV?
OHVs include motorcycles, 4-wheel-drive vehicles, dune 

buggies, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), pickups, sand rails, sport 
vehicles, and any other motorized vehicles—other than over-
snow vehicles— that can be operated off of main roads.

ATV Title and Registration
The Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) of the Arizona 

Department of Transportation is responsible for title and 
registration of motor vehicles in Arizona. For information on 
the title or registration of your ATV, contact the closest MVD 
office.

What are Title and Registration?
Title and registration are two different things. The title 

is proof of ownership, while the registration allows you to 
operate your vehicle on public roads. All new ATVs sold in 
Arizona are issued a title. This is NOT a registration plate, and 
does not allow you to operate your ATV on roads or highways, 
as defined by statute in Arizona.

A registration license plate is necessary if you want 
to operate your ATV on roads requiring motor 
vehicle registration. With some equipment 
modification, ATVs can be registered in 
Arizona.

How Do I Know 
 Which License Plate I Have?

Check the paperwork that came with the license plate. 
Look for the license plate number in the vehicle information 
section. Above the plate number will be several boxes. If the 
box “Title Only” is marked, then you have a title plate and 
cannot operate your ATV on public roads. If the box “Title 
and Registration” or “Registration Only” is marked, then you 
have a registration plate and can operate your ATV on roads 
requiring motor vehicle registration.

Traveling on National Forest Lands
Some forest roads require a driver’s license and 

registration. Generally, roads marked with HORIZONTAL 
numbered signs REQUIRE that the driver is licensed and the 
vehicle is registered, making it “street legal.” These roads 
are easements or rights-of-way maintained by the state of 
Arizona, a city, town or county of this state. 

Open roads on the forest marked with VERTICAL 
numbered signs are forest roads only and do not require 
license and registration. Always check with the local Forest 
Service office before you ride—regulations can vary.

On the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, 
vehicles may not be operated in a manner that damages 
or unreasonably disturbs the land, wildlife, or vegetative 
resources (36 CFR 261.8 (a); 36 CFR 261.9 (a); 36 CFR 
261.12 (c)). In addition, motor vehicles may not be operated 
on or in any road, trail, or area that is barricaded, gated, or 
signed as being closed to motor vehicles (36 CFR 261.54 (e); 
36 CFR 261.55 (a)).

All OHVs must be equipped with a spark arrester 
(USDA approved) and muffler to operate on Federal land.

Violations of any closures, or damage or 
unreasonable disturbance to the land, wildlife, or 
vegetation may result in citation.

The White Mountains Open Trails Association is 
working cooperatively with the Lakeside Ranger District to 

develop OHV recreational opportunities and to encourage 
responsible OHV use. OHV management and policy on 
the Lakeside Ranger District and Apache-Sitgreaves 

National Forests are changing to reflect the needs of the 
public and the natural resources. To obtain current or 

additional information on riding opportunities, rules, 
and seasonal closures, contact the Lakeside 
Ranger District office at (928) 368-5111. 

Travel Management Rule
On November 9, 2005, the Forest Service 

announced the final rule for 36 CFR 212.151, 261, 
295 Travel Management; Designated Routes and Areas for 
Motor Vehicle Use (http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/
ohv/final.pdf) that will govern OHVs and other motor vehicle 
use on national forests and grasslands. In accordance with 
this rule, the Apache-Sitgreaves Nagtional Forests began the 
required route and area designation process in 2006. When 
implemented (scheduled for fall 2009), all Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests offices will provide public motor vehicle use 
maps free of charge.

These maps will serve as legal documents and display 
all roads, trails and areas open for public motorized use. 
All routes and areas not included on this map will then be 
prohibited to motorized use. Remember, route and area 
designation is a public process. You can learn more at the 
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests travel management 
Web site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/asnf/projects/travel-
management.shtml.

Drive Safely
• Respect the rights of others. You will encounter other 

users sharing the same trails, including hikers and 
horseback riders. Be aware of your vehicle’s potential 
to frighten pets and horses.

• Stay on open roads and trails. Protect our 
environment and outdoors. If you observe vandalism 
or environmental destruction, please notify the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department’s 24-hour hotline 
at 1-800-VANDALS (1-800-826-3257).

• It is unlawful to harass wildlife or livestock. If you 
observe a game law violation or wildlife harassment, 
contact the Arizona Game and Fish Department at 
1-800-352-0700.

• Obey posted signs. Respect closed areas.

• If you pack it in, pack it out. Don’t litter.

• Leave all gates as you find them, either open or 
closed.

• Always wear a helmet, eye protection, jacket or long-
sleeved shirt, gloves, and boots. All persons under 
18 must wear a helmet.

• You may NOT carry a passenger on ATVs not 
designed for passenger use. Arizona law prohibits 
the use of an OHV by more than one person, unless 
the vehicle is designed or altered to provide seats for 
each occupant.

• Carry basic tools, water, and a first aid kit.

• Avoid riding or driving alone. Tell someone 
responsible where you are going and when you 
expect to return.

• Always supervise children on ATVs and dirt bikes.

Although it appears that two kids can share one ATV 
seat, IT IS NOT TRUE. The most common ATV injuries 
are caused by children sharing an ATV. Also, check the 
manufacturer’s recommendations regarding ATV size and 
minimum child ages.

Off-Highway Vehicle  
Recreation  
Opportunities
Lakeside Ranger District 
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests


