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Forest In Focus: Fishlake National Forest

Forest Supervisor—Allen Rowley

If I had to name all the things that make the Fishlake National Forest, it would be a
long list. There is the wide-range of ecological communities — from hot desert shrub,
to the red slick rock sandstone, to the alpine zone with 12,000” peaks. On my list, I
would include the 238-mile Paiute ATV trail, a locally sponsored loop trail

connecting towns in central Utah. I would also
include the most productive elk herd in Utah

who call the forest home.

The Fishlake National Forest is comprised of

“islands” surrounded by a sea of private and

i public land. Residents of the various towns in
central Utah have outstanding views of the

i forest from their kitchen windows. This

. backyard view, coupled with the generational

tie to the land that exists in this area is unlike

. : any I have experienced elsewhere in my Forest
Fishlake Forest Supervisor, Allen Rowley on Blue Service career.

I once met a man whose grandfather’s barn was built with 12”-wide ponderosa pine
boards that came off Monroe Mountain. I met a woman who told me of her favorite
fishing spot where she takes her kids because her parents took her there. This
connection and love for the forest, more than I have personally experienced on any
other forest, explains way so many people are involved in activities that benefit the
forest and in turn, the health and wellbeing of the people who care for the land.

I am pleased to spotlight the Fishlake National Forest in this first edition of
Intermountain Trails.

Visit the Fishlake National Forest website:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/fishlake

TRAIL STORIES Every year thousands of visitors enjoy the 2300+
miles of motorized and non-motorized trails on the
Fishlake. From the casual hiker to the die-hard OHV
rider, there’s an opportunity for everyone and every skill level. (See Page 2)
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TRAIL STO RI ES “Blazing the Trail”, such a suitable niche statement for the Fishlake National Forest.
Named after its largest lake, the Fishlake National Forest offers open, accessible
landscapes that invite visitors in. A well-managed system of routes traverse long distances and link with one
another , to create a web of corridors that engage local populations. The nationally known Paiute Trail and Great
Western Trail systems serve as an extension of the local

communities. Routes and trails on the Forest provide
access to a myriad of dispersed recreation opportunities

such as fishing, hunting, and wildlife viewing. The vast

network of trails contributes greatly to the quality of life BT 1

in central Utah. Photo by John Zapell

“One of my favorite hikes is on the trail around our namesake in Fish Lake Basin. My 14 month old daughter loves to

ride in the backpack, while our golden retriever leads the way. She watches s oy
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the birds and the boaters, pointing and jabbering, as the breeze off the lake . P .
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keeps us cool as we hike. That scenery during the summer or fall months is
tough to beat.” — Mel Bolling, Fishlake Public Services Staff Officer

Monroe Mountain

Integrated Resource Restoration (IRR) Project
The Monroe Mountain Working Group (MMWG) is seeking to restore aspen

il commissioners, conservation groups (Grand Canyon Trust and Utah

8 Environmental Congress), Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Utah
Department of Agriculture’s Grazing Improvement Program, Rocky

: Mountain Research Station, Western Aspen Alliance, Utah Forests Fire and

State Lands, Utah Farm Bureau, and Utah State University Extension.

: The funding for the Monroe Mountain focused investment project for 2013
will allow the Richfield Ranger District and the MMWG to (1) install infrastructure for changes in livestock

management (including annual rest of some
pastures) and (2) establish a network of aspen
transects to track aspen browse, recruitment, and =
understory responses during the next five years.
Funding for 2014 will allow for mechanical
treatments to prepare the way for both
prescribed fire and reintroduction of more
natural fire regimes on Monroe Mountain.
While the NFRR funding is crucial, the MMWG
has also garnered support for materials and monitoring from Utah Department of Photo by Mark Muir
Agriculture and Food and other MM WG participants. 2




Twitchell
Integrated Resource Restoration (IRR) Project

trout fisheries, had large cattle guards.
portions burned at moderate to
high severity. Effects from the
fire in the Shingle Creek and
Fish Creek drainages also
affected their downstream main
stem, Clear Creek.

Repair flood damage to trails to
reduce sedimentation to streams
and provide access for the public;
remove hazard trees; and trail
realignment. Cleanout culvert
inlets and debris basins to reduce
On August 3, 2011 run-off sedimentation to streams and
from a significant rain storm provide culvert function.
damaged several of the
watershed drainages within the
fire perimeter.

Recondition segments of flood-
damaged roads. Replace and
repair flood damaged fords,

During the summer of 2010, the

Twitchell Canyon Fire burned The following activities are proposed culverts, and stream crossings/
approximately 44,376 acres on the under this IRR project: structures on 7 streams within and
below the Twitchell Fire

Beaver Ranger District. o Planting of conifer and riparian

seedlings/plugs. Boundary.

Stream habitat enhancement:

Four major watersheds, North Fork of
North Creek; Indian Creek; Shingle

: Noxious weed spraying.
Creek and Fish Creek, that supported

. Replace pasture fences and install

Water Legacy—
What is a Sub-Basin

Stockwater Right/Claim?

The Forest Service, at the urging of the Utah State
Engineer, is consolidating our numerous water rights
and claims for livestock watering into sub-basin claims
— all in an effort to simplify the management of this vital
resource. This approach to water right management on
grazing allotments is a win-win-win for the Forest
Service, the State and livestock permittees.

Sub-basin claims allow for water use based on permitted
livestock numbers without the need for expensive and
time-consuming paperwork every time a water trough
needs moving. Since the sub-basin claim applies only to
water rights held in the name of the U.S., the process is
generally supported by livestock permittees.

When the sub-basin claims are in place, livestock and

Hydrologists, Range and Wildlife Specialists on the wildlife water improvement projects may proceed without
Fishlake are currently working with the State Engineer to  the delay and expense of filing applications with the State
identify high priority areas where sub-basin claims will be Engineer’s office.

most beneficial.



The Canyon of Gold Gets a Facelift

This summer, volunteers through the Passport in Time (PIT) program
came from far and wide to renovate Miner’s Park, an outdoor museum
dedicated to the mining industry in Bullion Canyon, southwest of
Marysvale, Utah.

“Geographically, we had people from Utah, Georgia,

Oregon, and Ohio™
-Fishlake National Forest Archeologist Bob Leonard.

il Working with a Forest Service crew, the volunteers rebuilt fences,
-8l replaced picnic equipment, surfaced trails, replaced signs and installed
solar panels to light the cabin. The park now looks just about new.

So how did Miner’s Park get its start? In the early 1990s, Rell Frederick, a “retired” miner proposed that the Fishlake
National Forest sponsor the construction of an outdoor museum dedicated to the mining industry in Bullion Canyon.

Building the park, and an associated driving tour and waterfall trailhead, was accomplished principally, between 1993
and 1994 by PIT volunteers.

Through the years, the appearance and condition of Miners’ Park

began to sag under the weight of heavy visitation and the weather.
Fishlake Forest Supervisor Allen Rowley decided to fund a much
needed face lift to a facility .

As a Forest Service program, PIT projects are open to volunteers on
National Forests across the United States.

“One person owned a bike shop, another was
a machinist, one fellow was an emergency
room doctor, and another a safety officer with
a fire department.”

For more information about Passport In Time visit:
www.passportintime.com

Safety Tips: Hunting

~ i
237 ﬁ Be safe when you are hunting by wearing hunter orange to make
. et A : . . o .
TN ,’s &4 you more visible to other hunters in the area. Treating every
ot S i . . . .
) 23 firearm as if it's loaded is a good safe practice. It is worth taking

LR
'J" an extra moment to be sure of your target before shooting.
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Regional Forester’s Message on

“Accelerated Restoration”

As an employee of the Forest Service, | remain deeply committed to the mission of
this agency: To sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the Nation’s forests

and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.

"; "Ml Chief Tidwell, and the five Chiefs before him, has made it clear, the focus of our or-
ganization is on the restoration of the nation’s forests and grasslands. Increasing the
M pace of restoration is critically needed to address a variety of threats - including fire,

climate change, and insect and disease infestations — to the health of our forest and

grassland ecosystems, watersheds and forest-dependent communities.

Now and again, I hear from employees and members of the public, “The Forest Service has lost its way.” I do not un-
derstand this perspective. While there have been shifts in emphasis over time, we as an agency remain true to our
mission. Furthermore, while I certainly understand people’s frustrations with the challenges that get in our way of
doing great work, I remain optimistic about our ability to rise and meet those challenges.

Stories in this first edition of Intermoun- | «] remain deeply committed to the mission of this
tain Trails validate the reasons for my op-

timism. These stories demonstrate the fact agency: To sustain the health, diversity and

. . L) . ’
that we have an outstanding, dedicated, productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslands to
professional workforce, committed to ex- yyeet the needs of present and future generations.”
ceptional land management stewardship.
The stories reveal growing public support -Harv Fors gren
and innumerable partners willing to put
their brains, brawn and bucks to work restoring the forests and grasslands within the Intermountain Region. Using the
components of accelerated restoration — focused investment on Integrated Resource Restoration projects, collabora-
tive landscape partnerships and implementation of the Watershed Condition Framework — we are achieving great suc-

CESS.

The tremendous amount of work accomplished across the Region proves the commitment to accelerated restoration
efforts each of you possesses. I am grateful to every one of you for the knowledge, skill and dedication you bring to
your work. I am convinced; our collective efforts will help us realize the important mission of the Forest Service.
Thank you!

Caring for the land, each of you and those we serve,

Harv Forsgren
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