
Email calendar items and com-
munity news to news@yourdaily-
globe.com. For more information,
call Community Editor Michelle
Thomasini at 906-932-2211.

Today
Iron County Food Pantry and

Treasure Room, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 72
Michigan Ave., Montreal, Wis. 715-
561-4450.

Alcoholics Anonymous, noon,
Salem Lutheran Church, Ironwood.
area74.org.

Bloodmobile Blood Drive, 2-
5:45 p.m., Aspirus Ontonagon Hos-
pital. 906-884-8157.

Community Singalong, 4 p.m.,
Mercer (Wis.) Community Center.

Finnish Language Classes,
4:15 p.m. beginners, 5 p.m.
advanced, with Seija Jarvenpaa, Lit-
tle Finland, Kimball, Wis. 906-932-
1608.

Bingo, card sale, 5:30 p.m.,
game starts, 6:30 p.m., Bessemer
Veterans of Foreign Wars hall. 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 6 p.m.,
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church,
Ironwood. area74.org.

Finnish American Festival Cho-
rus, 6:30 p.m., Little Finland, Kim-
ball, Wis.

Government
Gogebic County Road Com-

mission, 4:30 p.m., road commis-
sion office, courthouse, Bessemer.

Ironwood Township Board,
4:30 p.m., Ironwood Township
offices.

Bessemer Township Board, 5
p.m., Bessemer Township Hall,
Ramsay.

Wakefield City Council, 5:30
p.m., Wakefield City Hall.

Ironwood City Commission,
5:30 p.m., Ironwood Memorial Build-
ing.

Hurley School District Board of
Education, 5:30 p.m. 2012-13 bud-
get meeting, 6 p.m. annual meeting,
regular meeting to follow, high
school IMC, Hurley School.

Bessemer Area School District
Board of Education, 6 p.m., A.D.
Johnston High School library.

Mercer School Board, 6 p.m.,
Mercer K-12 School commons, Mer-
cer, Wis.

Ironwood Area School District
Board of Education, 6 p.m., Luther
L. Wright School board room.

Tuesday, Oct. 23
Weight Watchers, Knights of

Columbus, Ironwood; 6:30 a.m.
weigh-in, 7 a.m. meeting; 5 p.m.
weigh-in, 5:30 p.m. meeting.

TOPS, 8:30 a.m. weigh-in, 9 a.m.
meeting, Hurley Senior Center.

Gogebic County Veterans Ser-

vice Officer, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Iron-
wood Memorial Building. 906-667-
1110.

Alcoholics Anonymous, noon,
Salem Lutheran Church, Ironwood.
area74.org.

Ironwood Carnegie Library
Board of Trustees, 3:30 p.m.,
library. 906-932-0203.

Adult Education Class, 4-7
p.m., high school library, Hurley K-12
School. 715-561-3306 or 715-561-
4900, ext 258.

Friends of Miners Memorial
Heritage Park, 6 p.m., Manny’s
Restaurant, Ironwood.

Survivors of Suicide, 6 p.m.,
Zion Lutheran Church basement,
Ironwood. 906-932-5718.

Luther L. Wright and St.
Ambrose High Schools Class of
1968, 6:30 p.m., open meeting, Hau-
tala’s Bar, Ironwood Township.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 6:30
p.m., Salem Lutheran Church, Iron-
wood.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30
p.m., Episcopal Church of the Trans-
figuration, Ironwood. area74.org.

Wednesday, Oct. 24
Christian Men of the Northland,

6:30 a.m., Uptown Cafe, Ironwood.
Mentoring of Moms, 9-10:30

a.m., Range Community Bible
Church, Hurley. 715-561-4355.

Treasure Room, 9 a.m.-noon, at
Iron County Food Pantry, 72 Michi-
gan Ave., Montreal, Wis. 715-561-
4450.

Alcoholics Anonymous, open
meeting, noon, Salem Lutheran
Church, Ironwood. area74.org.

DOVE Support Group, noon-2
p.m. 906-932-4990.

Iron County Veterans Service
Officer, 1-3 p.m., Mercer (Wis.)
Town Hall. 715-561-2190.

Family Caregivers Support
Group, 5:30 p.m., Conference
Room B, Aspirus Grand View Hospi-
tal, Ironwood.

Bessemer VFW Cribbage, 6
p.m., at the VFW.

Gogebic Range History Group,
6 p.m., Ironwood Depot Museum.

Awana Clubs Ministry, 6:20-
8:05 p.m., Bible study, games and
more for kids age 3 through sixth
grade, Range Community Bible
Church, Hurley. 715-561-4355 or
906-932-5775.

Operation Graduation, 6:30
p.m., Manny’s Restaurant, Iron-
wood. For Luther L. Wright High
School.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30
p.m., Sharon Lutheran Church,
Bessemer. area74.org.

Government
Gogebic County Economic

Development Corporation, 8 a.m.,
Jacob Solin Center, Room B22,
GCC.

Town of Oma Open Book, 4-6
p.m., Oma (Wis.) Town Hall.

Gogebic County Finance, Bud-
geting and Auditing Committee,
4:30 p.m., courthouse, Bessemer.

Gogebic County Board, 5 p.m.,
county courthouse, Bessemer.

Pat O’Donnell Civic Center,
board of directors, 5:30 p.m., Iron-
wood Public Safety Department,
conference room, Ironwood.

Thursday, Oct. 25
St. Sebastian Ladies’ Guild,

monthly pasty sale, $3, St. Sebas-
tian Catholic School, Bessemer. To
order call 906-663-4465.

Gogebic County Veterans Ser-
vice Officer, 10:30-11:30 a.m.,
Wakefield City Hall; 1-2 p.m.,
Watersmeet Township; 2:45-3:15
p.m., Marenisco Township. 906-667-
1110.

Alcoholics Anonymous, noon,
Salem Lutheran Church, Ironwood.
area74.org.

Grief Support Group, 2 p.m.,
The Inn Bed and Breakfast, Montre-
al, Wis. 906-663-0308.

Spaghetti and Meatball Meal, 4-
7 p.m., $7, American Legion Post 27,
Bessemer. 906-667-0422 for free
delivery to Bessemer area.

DOVE Bingo, 6 p.m. play; 5 p.m.
card sales, Ironwood Memorial
Building.

Ironwood Area Historical Soci-
ety Open House, 6-8 p.m., Iron-
wood Depot Museum.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 6:30
p.m., First Presbyterian Church, Hur-
ley. area74.org.

iHeart Youth Ministries, 7 p.m.,
teens to mid-20s; Lighthouse Faith
Center, Ironwood.

Government
Town of Oma Board of Review,

4-6 p.m., Oma (Wis.) Town Hall.

Friday, Oct. 26
Concert for Early Childhood,

10:30-11:30 a.m., with Tom Pease,
ages birth through 7, Gogebic Com-
munity College, Ironwood Township.

Mercer Food Pantry, noon-1
p.m., Railroad Street, Mercer, Wis.
Emergencies: 715-476-7655.

Alcoholics Anonymous/Al-
Anon, noon, Salem Lutheran
Church, Ironwood. area74.org.

Fish Fry, 3:30-8 p.m., Bessemer
VFW; eat in or carry-out. 906-667-

0812.
Fish Fry, 4-8:30 p.m., Ironwood

American Legion Post 5.
Halloween Fun Frolic, 5:30-8

p.m., All Saints Catholic Academy,
Ironwood.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30
p.m., Our Lady of Peace Catholic
Church, Ironwood. area74.org.

Saturday, Oct. 27
Treasure Room, 9 a.m.-noon, at

Iron County Food Pantry, 72 Michi-
gan Ave., Montreal, Wis. 715-561-
4450.

Story Time, 10 a.m., Wakefield
Public Library.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 11
a.m., Salem Lutheran Church, Iron-
wood. area74.org.

Mercer Loonacy Festival, 4-8
p.m., Mercer (Wis.) School.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Women’s Group, 5 p.m., Salem
Lutheran, Ironwood. area74.org.

Free Supper, 5-6 p.m., Apostolic
Lutheran Church, Aurora Street,
Ironwood.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 6-7
p.m., Church of Transfiguration,
Ironwood. Open speaker
meeting/potluck dinner.

Halloween Party, 7 p.m.-mid-
night, Kimball (Wis.) Community
Center.

Sunday, Oct. 28
Alcoholics Anonymous, 1 p.m.,

closed meeting, Salem Lutheran
Church, Ironwood.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30
p.m., Sharon Lutheran Church,
Bessemer. area74.org.

Monday, Oct. 29
Iron County Food Pantry and

Treasure Room, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 72
Michigan Ave., Montreal, Wis. 715-
561-4450.

Alcoholics Anonymous, noon,
Salem Lutheran Church, Ironwood.
area74.org.

Bingo, card sale, 5:30 p.m.,
game starts, 6:30 p.m., Bessemer
Veterans of Foreign Wars hall. 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 6 p.m.,
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church,
Ironwood. area74.org.

Finnish American Festival Cho-
rus, 6:30 p.m., Little Finland, Kim-
ball, Wis.

Jennifer Lynn Parent Memorial
Talent Show, 7 p.m. EDT, Onton-
agon Theater of Performing Arts.
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Want to learn more about the
Historic Ironwood Theatre 

and the many ways 
you might get involved?

Then don’t miss the Theatre’s  

Annual Fall Open House
Tuesday October 23rd, 6 – 8 pm
� Free entertainment 
� Free Tours
� Complimentary refreshments
� Info about volunteer opportunities
� Meet current volunteers and staff

For more information, call 906.932.0618 or 
Email: info@ironwoodtheatre.net
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AUTO PARTS

G.T.C. AUTO PARTS

DOWNTOWN

IRONWOOD

• Daily Availability Of Over 
130,000 Parts & Accessories

• Domestic & Import Auto Parts

• CARQUEST Coast-To-Coast Guarantee

114 W. Ayer Street, Ironwood, MI (906) 932-0210

CARQUEST Auto Parts Store

M

B I N OG

Open to the Public
906-932-3742

One block south of U.S. 2 on Country Club Rd.

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
PIZZA & CAESAR SPECIAL

New Gluten-Free Pizza Crust
Bring in this ad and receive 

$2.00 Off
FALL & WINTER HOURS: TUESDAY-SATURDAY 11AM-CLOSE

Invasive plants reflect local history but damage area
By ANDREA CORPOLONGO SMITH
Special to the Daily Globe

The history of Ontonagon County is
all around us. It’s evident in our barns,
mines and the staggeringly large logs
that rest in our rivers. We can also see
Ontonagon’s history in some of the inva-
sive plant species found growing here.

Japanese knotweed, exotic honey-
suckles and Japanese barberry are all
invasive plants that were introduced
into the United States in the mid-to-late
1800s, just as the earliest residents of
Ontonagon County were experiencing
the mining and logging booms that took
place at that time. Those residents built
homesteads and landscaped them with
edible, medicinal and ornamental
plants. Though many of the buildings
have long since collapsed, the plants are
still here as reminders. 

Some of the plants that were intro-
duced, such as apple trees, fit in well
with the environment of Ontonagon
County without overpowering our native
plants. Apples even provide a valuable
food source for local people and animals. 

Others, such as knotweed, honey-
suckle and barberry, do not. These three
plants, which were originally introduced
as ornamentals, have limited use as food
or habitat for wildlife, and displace valu-
able native vegetation. 

Japanese knotweed and its relative
giant knotweed are aggressive plants
which spread primarily through rhi-
zomes. The dense stands they create do
not provide food or habitat for local
wildlife and they are very difficult to

eradicate. They create a
serious problem for
landowners who wish to
grow something other
than knotweed. 

Fall is the most effec-
tive time to treat
knotweed, which should
be cut back, removed from
the area and disposed of.
Disposal is important,
because debris can re-root,
further spreading the
infestation. 

Immediately after cut-
ting, knotweed can be
treated with herbicides.
Those containing the
chemical 2 4-D are most
effective. It will take sev-
eral years of treatment to
completely eradicate an
infestation.

Exotic honeysuckles, a group which
includes several ornamental shrubs, are
a common sight near homes and along
fence lines in Ontonagon County. It is
also common to see birds feasting on the
berries of these shrubs. Unfortunately,
those birds are neither as healthy, nor
as safe, as birds that eat the fruits of
native plants such as hawthorns. 

A study conducted at the Morton
Arboretum in Chicago found that birds
nesting in honeysuckles suffered much
greater predation than those nesting in
native shrubs. Additionally, birds that
feed on high-sugar, low-protein honey-
suckle fruits are less likely to survive

the winter than those that eat native
fruits. 

Eating honeysuckle can even alter
the appearance of some birds. Studies in
Ithaca, N.Y., found that yellow-tailed
waxwings fed honeysuckle berries devel-
oped orange tails rather than yellow.
The effect that this may have on mate
selection, which is highly dependent on
coloring, is unknown. 

As with knotweed, honeysuckle infes-
tations can be treated in the fall. Cut
back the plants to just above ground
level and remove and discard debris,
especially if they contain ripe berries
which could re-seed. The cut stumps can

be treated with a glyphosphate-contain-
ing herbicide to help prevent regrowth.

Japanese barberry is as commonly
used in modern landscaping in Onton-
agon County as it was 150 years ago.
This is unfortunate, because barberry
readily spreads to our forests, where it
grows into dense thorny thickets, dis-
placing native plants. 

Research done at Rutgers University
demonstrated that the these thickets of
barberry actually change the chemistry
of the soil in which they are growing by,
among other things, increasing the acid-
ity. These changes mean that the soil is
less hospitable for native plants, even

after the barberry is removed. Much of
the economic activity in Ontonagon
County, including logging and tourism,
relies on our healthy forests. 

Barberry can also be treated in the
fall, in the same manner as honeysuck-
les.

Though some invasive plants echo
our history, residents of Ontonagon
County should look to our future and do
what we can to remove these threats to
the vibrant wildlife that surrounds us. If
you have any questions regarding these
three plants or any other invasive plant
species in Ontonagon County, email us
at wintergreenfarm@live.com.

Submitted photos

Invasive plants in Ontonagon County like Japanese barberry, left, and exotic honeysuckles, right, can cause problems for landowners and wildlife.

across the range

Neighbor to neighbor presentation
BOULDER JUNCTION, Wis. — Rad Watkins, education and

communications specialist with the Timber Wolf Alliance, will be the
next guest of the Boulder Junction Public Library’s Neighbor to
Neighbor program series on Thursday at 2:30 p.m., in the Boulder
Junction Community Center.

The Timber Wolf Alliance was founded in 1987 to provide support
for wolf recovery in the upper Great Lakes region with a special
emphasis on Michigan and Wisconsin. The mission of Timber Wolf
Alliance is to use education to promote and maintain a viable popu-
lation of wolves in the western Great Lakes region.

The public is welcome and refreshments will be served.
For more information, call the library at 715-385-2050.

All Saints fun frolic
IRONWOOD — All Saints Catholic Academy will host a fun frolic

Friday from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in the gym at ASCA in Ironwood.
The event features games including a fish pond, cake walk, bingo,

plinko, hockey and more; and food including barbecues, nachos, hot
dogs, chips, soda, brownies and pumpkin bars.

A $5 punch card will provide access to the games.
A separate location and games will be offered for preschoolers and

younger children, while the main event is geared toward children in
kindergarten through sixth grade.

For more information, call ASCA at 906-932-3200.

Fall fundraiser pickup
IRONWOOD — The Ironwood Area Schools PTO will hold pickup

times for people who placed orders in its fall fundraiser at Sleight
Elementary School this week.

Pickup times include Thursday from 3-7 p.m. and Friday from
7:30-10:30 a.m. in the school’s gym.

Calendar / 8 Days
Oct. 22-29

Burned kitten finds new home
FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP) —

On Wednesday, Lynne Ticen of
Fort Wayne got a call at work
notifying her she’d won the lot-
tery.

On Thursday she went to Fort
Wayne Animal Care & Control to
claim her prize: Sparkle, a 6-
month-old, black and white,
short-haired kitten.

Sparkle was an abused kitten
found in a yard in the 4500 block
of Foxgrove Avenue, near West
Washington Center and Hugue-
nard roads, after someone heard
her crying. Her paws, whiskers
and fur were badly burned, said
Amy Jo Sites, deputy director.

Ticen said she followed
Sparkle’s story and knew she
could offer the kitten a good home.

“I was just hoping I would be
the lucky one,” she told The Jour-
nal Gazette.

Sparkle was presented at a
small party to celebrate her adop-

tion and four-month recovery on
Thursday. Ticen, a self-pro-
claimed animal lover, was one of
12 interested parties who applied
to adopt Sparkle. She was chosen
from a random lottery after her
adoption application was
approved.

Sparkle the cat snuggled with
her new owner, her two white
front paws placed on Ticen’s
chest, their faces close. Sparkle
eyed media cameras suspiciously
as they approached for shots of
the pair. She was placed in her
crate, so she didn’t get too
stressed out.

“I feel honored and privileged,”
Ticen said of the opportunity to
offer Sparkle a new, loving home.
She said Sparkle will be one of
four cats in the house.

Ticen thanked all those who
had cared for Sparkle, including
two foster families, during her
recovery.


