
We have everything here a scarecrow could want, the fall 
harvest, the beauty of the changing colors, apple cider, 
pumpkins and cornstalks.b    

                   - Mary Martin 

Fall Color Report  
October 24, 2012 

What is the color of fall?  Winter’s colors are 
white, blues, and grays.  You learn in winter that 
there are many colors of white, and that tree trunks are gray, not brown, and shadows are blue, not 
black.  Summer is green, green, and more green.  Green to the 
point that even the light filtered through the leaves is green.  
Spring up here in the north is the black of wet rich soil and 
last year’s decaying leaves, mixed with dirty white of melting 
snowbanks and shot through with touches of purple and pink 
flowers.  But what is fall? 
 

Early fall is easy.  It is the bright yellow, reds, 
and oranges of leaves.  It is a sharp red of an 
apple, so red that it is used in every children’s 
book as the example of what ‘red’ is.  Late fall 
though- it  is the same apple, but now changed and mellowed into the warm rich 
brown of cider.  The colors of early fall can be amazing, glorious, and spectacular, 
but the browns of late fall are comfortable, warm, 
and homey.  It’s the brown of cider, but also the 
brown of fresh bread from the oven, and the brown 
of yellowed pine logs in the kitchen of an old cabin, 
the brown of a well-worn work coat unused since 
spring.  Amazing, glorious, and spectacular are great 
places to visit, but late fall is where I’d rather live.   

 
This late fall edition of the fall color report is the last for 2012.  There are no 
leaves to speak of left on the trees, and the bare forest waits for the first snow.  But 
while it waits for a coating of white, come visit for a while and rustle some leaves 
underfoot, or smell the scent of wet leaves in an autumn rain.  Then, when you’re 
good and chilled, step inside, warm up a mug of brown cider, drag the old brown 
leather chair across the weathered pine floor of the cabin to the fireside, and drink 
a toast to the autumn of 2012.  Here’s to the many shades of brown! 

Superior 
National 

Forest 

A last trip down the 
Honeymoon Trail  
October 23, 2012 


