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Dear Interested Public: 

We have developed a proposal to ensure the level of service provided to those requesting special use 
authorizations (permits) to hold recreation events on existing roads, trails and developed recreation sites 
on the Sylamore District is maintained.  The name of this initiative is the Recreation Events 
Environmental Assessment.   
 
Priorities for recreation special uses and local communities outlined in the Ozark-St. Francis National 
Forests’ Land and Resources Management Plan (Forest Plan) provide the following direction: 

• “Improve relationships with concessionaires, outfitters and guides and other land use 
authorization holders to give customers fast and effective delivery of information and services.” 
(page 2-20)  

• “Promote area economic well-being by using the Forests’ resources to generate revenues for local 
counties and to provide direct or indirect employment opportunities.” (page 2-9) 

• “Within this planning cycle, manage the Forests’ timber, recreational, and scenic resources within 
a manner that enables local communities to capitalize on the potential of these resources to 
contribute to economic well-being.” (page 2-9) 

 
The local economy depends heavily on tourism.  Recreation events provide advertising that draws visitors 
to the area; event participants and spectators bring in revenue for local businesses.  These events are also 
used in some instances to raise funds for charitable causes.  In recent years, requests to hold these types of 
events on the Sylamore District have generally been received between one and four months prior to the 
desired event date and have not involved changes to the environment.  Requested use areas have been 
limited to existing trails, roads, and developed recreation areas along with their respective ancillary 
facilities.   
 
Approving the use of NFS land for a one-time group event is an action that can be categorically excluded 
from further analysis and documentation in an environmental assessment or an environmental impact 
statement under 36 CFR 220.6 (e)(3); this category of actions requires the decision to approve or deny a 
request be documented in a decision memo.  Prior to March 19, 2012, all categorically excluded actions 
were exempt from the notice, comment, and appeal requirements of 36 CFR 215.  Following the March 
19, 2012 judicial ruling in Sequoia ForestKeeper v. Tidwell, categorically excluded actions requiring 
documentation in a decision memo are no longer exempt from these requirements.  The District, 
therefore, will not be able to review and process a request to hold a recreation event unless it is received a 
minimum of five months prior to the desired event date.  Relationships with event planners, community 
leaders and local business owners are likely to be damaged, and revenue generated from these events will 
be lost to the local economy, and in some cases to a charity. 
 
The purpose of this initiative is to satisfy the notice, comment and appeal procedures for recreation event 
requests where no ground disturbance or changes to the existing environment are proposed and where 
existing developed improvements are to be utilized as designed.   
 
Following screening of an application to hold a one-time event on the Sylamore Ranger District, the 
proposed action is to approve applications where the requested use area is limited to existing authorized 
Forest Service trails, developed recreation areas and their respective ancillary facilities and authorized 
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Forest Service roads except those roads within Special Interest Areas, Leatherwood Wilderness or those 
accessing sensitive resource sites and a) no ground disturbance or changes to the existing environment are 
proposed; b) parking is limited to designated parking areas only and c) the permit application package 
includes an acceptable operations plan, medical emergency plan, and map.  Use areas for events involving 
motorized vehicles would be limited to those roads open to motorized use by the public that are 
designated for use by the type of vehicle (OHV, motorcycle, etc.) proposed.   
 
I am requesting comments on this proposed action.  The formal comment period coincides with public 
scoping and will be the only comment opportunity offered on this project (see 36 CFR 215.5 and 215.6).  
Only those who provide comment or otherwise express interest by the close of the comment period will 
be eligible to appeal the decision pursuant to regulations at 36 CFR Part 215.  Individuals and 
organizations wishing to be eligible to appeal any decision on this project must meet the information 
requirements of 36 CFR 215.6.  CFRs cited in this letter may be found at http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/ .   
 
Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments concerning this action will be accepted 
for 30 calendar days following publication of a legal notice in the newspaper of record, the Stone County 
Leader, Mountain View, AR.  The publication date of the legal notice is the exclusive means for 
calculating the comment period for this proposal.  Those wishing to comment should not rely on dates or 
timeframe information provided by any other source.  The tentative publication date of the legal notice is 
October 31, 2012. 
 
Please submit written comments to me, District Ranger James R. McCoy, Sylamore-St. Francis Ranger 
Districts, 1001 East Main, Mountain View, AR  72560.  Oral or hand-delivered comments may be 
delivered at the Sylamore District Office in Mountain View.  The office business hours for those 
submitting hand-delivered or oral comments are 7:30 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday, excluding 
holidays.  Comments submitted via facsimile should be sent to (870) 269-3000.  Electronic comments 
should be submitted to comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-sylamore@fs.fed.us in a common digital 
format without attachments.  In cases where no identifiable name is attached to a comment, a verification 
of identity will be required for appeal eligibility.  If using an electronic message, a scanned signature is 
one way to provide verification.  Please be aware that comments received in response to this solicitation, 
including the names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record 
and will be available for public inspection. 
 
Thank you for your time and for your interest in the management of the Ozark-St. Francis National 
Forests.  If you have questions regarding this proposed action please contact J. Swafford at (870) 269-
3228. 
 

Sincerely, 
  
/s/ James R. McCoy 
 

  

JAMES R. MCCOY   
District Ranger, Sylamore-St. Francis Ranger Districts   
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