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Model Landscape Scale Project —Mettowee River Project (Green Mountain National Forest)
Collaboration over Landscape Boundaries Results in Watershed Restoration and Protection of Local Infrastructure

Recently, Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) employees
worked with partners to design and implement two stream
habitat improvement projects in the Mettowee Valley in
Southeastern Vermont. Though the work was completed on non Es-

il
-National Forest System land, GMNF provided assistance to

local communities because it benefits the larger watershed
including Mettowee River headwater streams located in the
Forest.

The work included providing critical improvements to fisheries
habitat, protecting eroding banks for a local landowner, and

stabilizing eroding stream banks threatening a dry fire hydrant

critical to water supply and protection for a local school. Chris Alexcopontos (FS) directs Ed Vallerie, as he places a large rock in the river.
. . . Hillary Solomon (Poultney Mettowee Natural Resonrce Conservation District), Ruby

Fundlng was PrOWded bY grants from the Vermont Communlt}’ Stabel (FS) and Rory Larson, (ES) watch project progress (Photo provided by Tom

Foundation and Department of Environmental Conservation. Rosenbaser)

A local constituent expressed his gratitude to Forest employees for this work stating, “Scott (Wixsom) designed
some great improvements, and Chris Alexopoulos and his crew have done a stellar job. Chris’s leadership, design
talents, and enthusiasm for the project are hard to overstate.” He also stated, “Between what your people have
done on the Battenkill and what you’ve initiated on the Mettowee, the Forest Service has some huge fans in our
area.” This work is part of a larger multi-year project to restore fisheries habitat and stream hydrology in the
Mettowee Valley. Partners include local landowners, dairy farmers, the Mettowee Community School, Poultney
Mettowee Natural Resource Conservation District, and the State of Vermont.

Contact: Scott Wixsom, Biological Technician, Fisheries and Wildlife, (802) 362-2307 Ext. 219 or
swixsom(@fs.fed.us.

“Between what your people have done on the Battenkill and what you’ve initiated on the
Mettowee, the Forest Service has some huge fans in our area.”
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e September 7, 2012, the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 2012 was signed by U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator and the Canadian Environment Minister. The Agreement is the
primary policy for the United States and Canada to coordinate and promote clean water for the Great Lakes
ecosystem. This is the first revision in 25 years.

e At a special event on October 3, 2012, the White Mountain National Forest (NH) introduced the National
Forest Foundation, who selected the Forest to participate in its Treasured Landscapes, Unforgettable
Experiences campaign. The National Forest Foundation was presented with the first donation to their campaign
for the Greeley Ponds Trail area. The event also celebrated partnerships and restoration work from damage
caused by 2011’s tropical storm Irene.

® The Forest Service’s Northeastern Area of State and Private Forestry is developing a strategic plan to guide its
work for the next five years. They drafted strategic issues and received input through a public comment period.
A summary of responses received is now available: link. Based on the input, NAS&PF kept all the issue areas
and have re-framed them as objective statements (see last page of the “summary of input” document). They will
have draft strategies available for review by late October 2012.

e The White River watershed has been nominated for designation as a National Blueway. This designation would
be a means to conserve, restore, and manage healthy watersheds and the wildlife and aquatic habitats within
them. Approximately 932,267 acres (63%) of the Mark Twain National Forest (Missouri) are within the White
River Blueway proposed boundary.

LANDSCAPE SCALE CONSERVATION PROJECTS — HONORABLE MENTIONS

Shawnee National Forest Participates in Community Engagement through
~ Recreation & Tourism Pilot Program
~ An exciting pilot program is underway in Southern Illinois called Community
Engagement Through Recreation and Tourism (CERT). Non-profit group Friends of
the Shawnee National Forest seeks to engage the community in dialogue on building
sustainable recreation and tourism initiatives. It’s being conducted through a partnership
with the University of Illinois Extension. The program kicked off in February with a
series of community engagement meetings held in Anna, Murphysboro, Golconda, and
Harrisburg. In attendance were several employees from the Shawnee National Forest, as
well as community leaders. The lively discussion centered on outdoor recreation and
Participants at the September 27, 2012 CERT tourism in natural settings, and its impact on sustainability. A follow up meeting was

meeting L . ..

held September 27, 2012 to plan and prioritize project opportunities. For more

information visit Friends of the Shawnee National Forest.

Forest Service Attends Connecticut River Blueway Kick-Off Event

In May 2012, the first National Blueway was established on the 400-mile long
Connecticut River watershed through the signing of a Secretarial order by Secretary of
Interior Salazar. The Connecticut River Blueway runs through four states — Connecticut,
Vermont, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Portions of the White Mountain and
Green Mountain National Forests are part of this Blueway. On September 29, White
Mountain Forest Supervisor Tom Wagner represented the Forest Service at a kick-off
event in Hartford, Connecticut. He commented “We look forward at USDA Forest

Service to continue to work across boundaries and demonstrate our commitment to

Kikenny sunset on the White Mountain NF protecting our important national waterways from their source in the mountains down to
(Kilkenny Ridge Trail is part of the Connecticut the sea.”
River Blueway)

Landscape Scale Conservation - is a framework to conceive, plan, finance, and manage projects with significant conservation value—ecological,
economical, and social. The broad concept of Landscape Scale Conservation includes three main components: Contributes to landscape scale goals or
outcomes; connects separate but related actions and integrates internal program; and involves strong partnerships, a shared vision, and cross-boundary

engagement with local communities and other landowners.


http://www.na.fs.fed.us/strategic-planning/summaries/summaries-internal-external-review-stratplan-09142012.pdf�
http://snffriends.org/�
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