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Trail Use Permit Program 

By Stacy Duke, District Recreation Manager 

The Hoosier National Forest requires a Trail Use Permit for horseback riding and 
mountain biking on its trail system.  This program is authorized under the Recreation 
Enhancement Act which allows for federal land management agencies to charge modest 
fees for some recreation uses.  

Recent Accomplishments Provided with Recreation Fees on the Hoosier National Forest 

Recreation fees are an investment in outdoor recreation.  Current and future generations 
will benefit as 95% of the funds collected are reinvested in the trails, facilities and 
services that visitors enjoy, use and value.   Past projects supported by trail permit fees 
include: 

 Seasonal maintenance ( i.e. trail clearing, tread reshaping, drainage structures) 
of 210 miles of multiple use trails, 15 trailheads, and five primitive horse camps 

 Trail surface and drainage improvements to Mogan Ridge West Trail 
 Trail tread improvements on a half mile section of the Birdseye Trail 
 Trail surface hardening on a quarter-mile reroute of Shirley Creek Trail 
 Rerouting of 500 feet of Hickory Ridge Trail #10 to resolve erosion problems 
 Improvement of erosion structures on a wet, muddy section of Hickory Ridge 

Trail #2 
 Support for law enforcement patrols to ensure visitor safety, checking compliance 

of Forest rules and regulations, and visitor services 

 

 



Where, who and how much? 

A trail permit is required when using a horse or bicycle on a Hoosier National Forest trail 
or trailhead.  A permit is not required on public roads, or on the Hardin Ridge Beach 
access trail (bike/hike trail).  Trail permits must be carried on your person or displayed 
from your horse or bike.  Horses and bicycles are required to stay on designated trails. 
Bicycles are not permitted on trails in the Charles C. Deam Wilderness.   

A trail permit is required for each adult rider.  Horseback riders or bicycle riders that are 
16 years of age or younger are exempt from the permit requirement.  Pack stock and 
foals without a rider are not required to have a permit.  Although the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources requires a bridle permit on State lands, the permits are not 
interchangeable.   

The cost of an annual permit is $35.00 and a daily permit is $5.00.  Trail permits can be 
purchased at the Bedford or Tell City offices of the Hoosier National Forest, through the 
mail, or from several local businesses.  There are no refunds for lost or stolen trail 
permits.  Visit the Hoosier National Forest website at:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/hoosier/ 
and click on “Recreation” for more information on trail permits; or contact Stacy Duke, 
District Recreation Manager at 812 276-4726 or sduke@fs.fed.us for the Brownstown 
Ranger District; or Nancy Myers, Outdoor Recreation Planner at 812 547-9241 or 
nmyers@fs.fed.us for the Tell City Ranger District.   

 

  

Youth Conservation Corps crew hardening a section of trail to improve drainage. 



 

Raised and hardened tread on Hickory Ridge Trail #2. 

 

Visitors ride the new reroute on Hickory Ridge Trail #10. 



 

Annual and daily trail permit tags required by horse and mountain bike riders on the 
Hoosier National Forest.  


